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While different approach to politics

Wanted to find a grounding for political obligation

Didn’t look to old traditions. Solution was particularly authoritarian

Individual citizens give up their rights to the Leviathan in exchange for peace.

Moving out of the feudal period. Hobbes is not what we would call a Liberal, but very much lays the foundation for Liberalism.

The individual plays a big role for Hobbes

Take economic man (market individual) and take those psychological attributes and place them back into the state of nature.

In Hobbes we see the legitimization of the pursuit of personal interest. Machiavelli and Hobbes share this.

How did this pursuit influence personal arrangements?

How can we construct society to accommodate this.

What rules need to be put in place in order to control the conflicts between different groups of different interests? What are the social mechanisms to control this new system?

Machiavelli's prescriptions were lacking in one area -> some comprehensive principle for coping with the interest ridden nature of the new politics.

For Hobbes the one thing that a political authority cannot do is to take your life. The right to life/the right to survival.

How can we set up a system of laws that protect everyone?

Sense of a common life was absent from Machiavelli. No reflection of an ordered set of relationships among men of a same social group. He never managed to explain how civic virtue alone accomplish the sense of community. How could it stand in opposition to the interest driven, divided politics.

Need some  kind of harmony or predictability in civil society. Without that you can’t have a functioning market economy.

Hobbes represents the very pragmatic British empiricism.

Hobbes basic intention was two fold

1. Wanted to put moral and politics philosophy on a scientific basis.
2. Wanted to contribute to the establishment of civic peace. Wanted individuals to fulfill their civic duties.
Theory of his state of nature (Pre political society)

Assumptions concerning human nature

State of Nature

Pre-social as well as a pre-political condition. Basic human norms are not agreed upon. No industry, no economy because there are no agreed upon structures.

Constant striving for goods and power, only stops at death.

No civilized life or notion of civility. Starts with State of Nature because there was nowhere else to start.

Needed a starting point from which to deduce human society.

The assumptions he makes about human nature

· idea of the belief of a natural appetite
· belief that man/humankind has an element of reason that separates us from the animals.
Different in terms of reason because not only concerned with present hunger but with future hunger. Simple animal appetite is only a reaction to external impressions. Animals react to the environment, don’t look to the future.

Man has an infinite appetite. Is this appetite natural or instilled by society? Continuous accumulation is legitimized but that was not always the case.

The individual comes to posses this infinite appetite because they need an ever increasing amount of power to protect their goods.

You need power to protect what you have accumulated or laws and institutions (how do you get those laws thought?)

This is due to our vanity, seeking approbation. Man likes to take pleasure in ourselves. Self-preservation is the dominant idea guiding human action.

Men ultimately want to avoid death. The most feared death is a violent death -> Death at the hands of others.

The preservation of life is the condition for a satisfactory life. The fear of death is a product of the passions. We feel death more than we feel life. We mourn.

We fear death more than we desire life. The fear of death that becomes the origin of law in the state. 

Natural Man

Because of this fear, natural man desires ever increasing power over others.

Only the imposing power of death that wakes the individual from the dream world. Man steps out of this world because of a need for superiority over others. Need to be recognized by others. This recognition is the only way to be compared as superior to others

Hobbes is legitimizing an absolute individualism, everyone’s life is as valuable as everyone else’s.

The laying of this claim insults others. The slighting causes others to want revenge.

Life and death struggle between individuals in the State of Nature. Moves from an initial desire for dominance to a life and death struggle.

We need laws not to make us better, but to protect us from one another. Man is crude, aggressive and enjoys conflict.
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Founding of the state is to provide certain safeguards to the right of life and men slowly come to understand the benefits of living together.

Moral obligation to obeying the law simply because it is the law.

State of Nature: every action is permissible as long as it is deemed necessary for self preservation. An act in not permitted if it does not lead to self preservation.

Law: It becomes a mater of obligation. Obligation comes about only on the basis of a covenant.

Conscience is discovered by fear of death. 

In order to be governed, we have to agree to be governed

Hobbes is Machiavellian in that it is passion/appetite that determines what is good.

Theory of values and motives turns out to be a deduction of a general theory.

· Embrace theory of space, mass and motion. Hobbes felt be could use these principles as a complete philosophy of life.
· Understand both the human and natural world through these new scientific precepts.
Humans are a bundle of emotions/sensations and motions. No spiritual aspect.

We are never really satisfied, always seeking further objects. A pursuit that only ends with death.

Reason is understood as causes and effect, no longer a devise for understanding truth or eternal objects. It is an instrument for manipulating the world of sense.

State of Nature: Pre-social and pre-political condition

Through reason we can come to understand certain laws of natures that can help us out of this state.

Along with reason comes certain passions

Emergence of State of Nature: Development of certain passion, understanding through reason.

Passion: Fear of death. Desire of things for good living. Hope by their industry to obtain them.

Reason suggests convenient articles of peace upon which men can draw to agree with.

1st Law of Nature: Every man should endeavor to seek peace whenever possible. Where this is not possible that man be permitted to use whatever means available to have your own security including any act of war. Should seek peace.

Only obey these other laws as longs as certain conditions hold true. Always obey laws of nature in conscience, only acted upon where there is security.

Can’t be expected to be bound by them where there is no security, though you should always strive to achieve them.

State of Nature: want or should want the Laws of Nature to bond us.

2nd law of Nature: Secondly, cannot be obeyed if doing so puts one in mortal danger. Though they may bind the individuals conscience they can’t bind his actions if it would lead to his death.

3rd Law of Nature: Others can legitimately seek your destruction if you put yourself against the Laws of Nature. If you threaten the security of others when you are secure, they may seek your destruction. If you are secure but do not behave properly towards another who is not secure, you put yourself in the State of Nature in their perspective and they can seek your destruction.

Individual set of freedoms that can’t be subject to arbitrary control.

Important destination between “Right” and “Law”. Depends on a prior definition of Right of Nature and liberty.

Right of Nature: Liberty, each man has to use his own power as he would himself the preservation of his own nature (life). In liberty to do or refuse to do.

Liberty: Absence of external impediments which man often take away part of a man’s power to do as he sees fit. (ability to do what the law doesn’t forbid)

Law of Nature: Precept of general rule found out by reason. Which a man cannot do if it is destructive to his life or to omit what may aid in his preservation. (obliges - prevents what right would allow you to do)

Hobbes: Law and Right are inconsistent

The natural rights of the individual cannot be abolished. Civil society is to be based on certain natural rights.

Contract: The individual is required to give up natural right for a civil right. Have to give up something to exit the State of Nature but gives you security.

Most fundamental Law of Nature is to seek peace. Peace is the end of the system of rules that are in place to fashion governable men.

Society is based on contract. Does not recognize any pre-political society before the contract.

· Kinship
· religion
· any other kind of association
Pre-political society was just a state of war, all against all

Jan 30th

Within civil society is when we develop sociability

Each individual is guaranteed a certain amount of freedom or rights in relation to other individuals within a society of rules.

No individual is allowed to have more rights than another and each is to be treated in the same way by the system

The duty of the Leviathan is to explain political obligation and is entitled to use force to uphold the power of the state.

Everyone who contracts with the Leviathan must obey. 

Not only contract but representation takes us out of the State of Nature

Power of the Sovereign

Sovereign has certain duties of the Law of Nature

Duties of the sovereign are as the sovereign and not as the representative

Subjects can never justifiably criticizes the sovereign for not representing his subjects. The sovereign has no responsibility towards his subjects.

Law is the command of the sovereign. Hobbes believes that the centralization of power was crucial. Didn’t want to divide the authority

A variety of interests could only manifest itself as a variety of will and this could not make for effective political control.

Agreement of everyone between everyone to obey a common authority.

Our common interest is peace (in Hobbes’ view)

The sovereign is a ruler, not a representative. Liberty is not about an individual’s retaining rights against the sovereign.

The sovereign cannot take away your life, it is the only liberty the sovereign cannot touch. In this circumstance you may rebel against the sovereign.

The sovereign becomes the final arbiter of conflict.

Conclusions on Hobbes

· Importance of the individual
· The subject matter of political science -> quest for justice, to be an inquiry into the private grounds of political interest
· How do you control or govern man whose desires are insatiable and who would rule and have fear the whole world if they could?
· Can we create a state of human society? Hobbes believed authority would do this.
· Hobbes believed in the scientific method and that this could be applied to politics. This is what allowed him to develop the idea of psychological egoism
State of Nature: political and social nothingness

· not something that belonged to the remote past. Represented an imaginative reconstruction of the possibility of political breakdown.
· But through understanding it we can find the laws to which we should govern ourselves
· Its not an actual state, it is an intellectual concept
Not about regeneration or creating a more humane society, simply about providing stability

The function of the political order was to satisfy particular claims by protecting each man in their acquisitions.

man remains alienated and alone even in civil society.

