Lecture 1

January 9 2012 

Comm 2101

Communication is an idea that is linked to certain concepts communication can be seen as a way of making sense of a range of different kind of phenomena's. Concepts such as dissemination, or or using of senses for communication and ideas you never thought of as communicative such as transcendence.

Communication is 

Mediation 

epistemology 

Ontology

Phenomenology  

The 3 that we will focus on this term is 

History, politics, “Material” 

Berlin- Direct engagement of history given that they have this monument that remembers Jews and the holocaust, the monument shows these faceless statues and illustrates how Jews were seen as nameless and faceless. As well as these stumbling blocks that have names of those killed in the holocaust. This 

shows you how history is a powerful communicative tool. 

Music is another powerful rediscovery of musicians of the past, they tend to emulate them and pop culture is addicted to the past, they cannot do anything new.

We live in a time that is deeply historical we are enticed to re master recreate redo things of the past. 

For many, communication is an idea and a lens through which we can make sense of meaning sturggle over remaining over power over access.

Material 

Material of memory

Is the means by which objects in the world come to be considered as things

examples: Why would we associate coup ice cream and cookies as comfort food, the way in which we associate this is come to be known as materials

Why have people decided to choose Guy fawkes as a mask for the occupy movement?  Or have things have lost their once powerful association, such as women wearing pants or jeans which where once an extreme act of defiance. 

To be materialistic is to put significance to object b putting value to objects such as cars clothes jewellery. That means we impute value onto an object and turn into something that is higher. We then attribute characteristics to be people based on what they own, not them as a person. 

Materialism as historical concept (Marx)

Marx can be seen as powerful critic of modernity it is a reflection on what modernity means during a time in which modernity is taking place. 

Marx is responding to a particular view by Hagel

Hagel a German thinker believed there to be an overarching spirit that guides of makes sense of  as well determines reality.

Believes in Diaetic and this is the “thesis” which is confronted by its “Antithesis” can be seen as the old idea and the new revolutionary idea class, what we get is a “synthesis” which is not placing thesis over antithesis or vise versa instead it is incorporating them both such as internet taking over the tv, not entirely true, both can be used in conjunction. 

Marx completely disagreed with Hagel saying that his theory is idealistic and passive, he believed that it is people who make history and it is people who bring about social change. Marx believes that what has happened to modernity is the separation of people from object that is, industrialization has garnered this change that has lead to the separation of humans “from the means of production” he believes that we are not in control of our destiny, the achievements of modernity is to create a situation in which people are alienated. These can be seen as “material conditions” that produce reality, and meaning. History is not just bringing the new and old and the fusion instead it is finding the separation between as and production. Also, our ability to flower is polluted by our environment, one cannot reach their full potential when they are bogged down by all these hindrances and limitations to their development. By understanding the atrial conditions that people live under, we can change them. Seeing as we created these problems, we must change them. 

Relationship between memory and material

What are the materials we use to remember 

Once upon a time we used to value the act of remembering, using our brain now, we have externalized the need to remember seeing s we have other means to remind us, such as facebook seeing as it reminds us for us. We now use various nemonic devices to remember, such as paper and net-books there is no use for lengthy memory when you can just right it down

When writing first became widespread as a means to remember, Socrates said that writing is similar to painting, that is it is a renditions, it is simply rendering what you think happened.  

Frued believed that most of our memory is repressed, deep down in our subconscious and it is the job of the therapist to bring it out. During this time, we say the revolution of nemonic technology, that is, the recorded devices sounds photography, we can now see a representation which brings us closer to the truth famous saying “photograph doesn't blink” 

In 1945 Vannevar Bush a scientist posed a hypothetical story, in which a device has been invented that extends a persons memory through the use of the memex, a device that stores all a persons information communication books. Also, a person can be able to effectively forget something when it is no use to them but quickly conjure the needed info when it proves useful. 

What Bush has done was accurately describe what is happening now, that is the internet doe not forget, what you do might be a moment in time but that moment has been forever immortalized. 

The Media of memory, it has been externalized and has even been outsourced, people who were not at that party Friday will have a visual representation through the pictures uploaded online. Memoery is political as well.

Memory is historical. 

Do we have a right to forget, should information have an expire date. 

Examples

Archivists memory we are all archvists seeing as we all have emails with storage

Readings

 Chapter 6, German Ideology

Memory

Communication as collective, memory is significant that you define in a social process

public speaker

memory as a community not just something our brain does as an operation 

public

culture 

social 

Similar to genocide

Every message changes after there is a response, this change will effect future  interactions 

any relationship you had with  a person is shaped in the past

Marx

Class struggle  

Material production and history go hand in 

This conception of history depends on our ability to expound

The ruling class, in ruling the material force of society, is simultaneously the ruling intellectual force of society.  

Fuuuuuu

Sensuous labour

What doe he mean by self conscious

What does he not like about fuweba

Polytaria working class, 

Sensuous labours

self consciousness

divisions of labour

mental- make the perfecting of illusion about the 

others- receive idea and illusion passively  

Iraq Wars

