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Evolution of Western Civilization



Week 5

The Roman Empire
Chronology – Legendary founding 753 B.C

· Etruscan Period – 616 B.C- 509 B.C

· The Roman Republic – 509 B.C- 27 B.C

· The Roman Empire – 27 B.C – 476AD

Early Rome

· Started by a group of Indo- Europeans

· Roman tribes were farmers on the hills of the river Tiber

· The Latin’s also migrated and became farmers

· Both groups forced to co-operate when the Etruscans conquered them and ruled over them influencing their culture

Influence of the Etruscans and the Greeks

· Etruscans enter History in about 650 B.C.E

· The colonize Roman tribes ruling over them with at least two kings (oligarchy)

· They bring building and urbanization to the Romans

· They later go into decline in 480 B.C.E and are confined to their original kingdom Etruria by 400 B.C.E and are later conquered by the Gauls

· The Greeks arrive in Sicily, Rome around 550 B.C.E and did trade with Romans

· They introduced olive oil cultivation, grapes, alphabetical writing system, artistic systems (sculpting) and architecture systems (buildings) especially after the Roman conquest
Influence of the Etruscans

· Etruscans left a lasting impression on Romans as well as us

· Gridiron street planning (streets that run a right angles from each other forming a grid)
· Gladiator games
· Masonry arches
· In 480 B.C.E Etruscans go into decline and are forced to their original territories
· This causes the city-state of Rome to emerge

The Greeks

· The Greeks and Romans traded for many centuries

· Greek customs and ways of organizing the society rubbed off on newly-civilized Romans

· Romans eventually adopted a more civilized way of living and chose to modernize

The Roman Republic

· Founded in 509 B.C.E when the Romans overthrew their Etruscan masters

· Established a republican form of government in opposition to being ruled by a king

· Established new state on law which was laid out in the TWELVE TABLES (basis of Republic)

· Had laws concerning land, family, debt and public law

Roman Society – Class Systems

· The Patricians: wealthy roman landowners, descended from the original tribal families who founded the republic

· The Plebeians: normal people of Rome, farmers, merchants, craftsmen (eventually won rights to vote but did not hold high office) Their power grew as the Roman Republic expanded and more land was acquired
· The Peasants: worked the land, served the Patricians (until Romans had enough slaves they didn’t need peasants) – failed influence through military service

· Slaves: no rights (they were conquered and regarded as property throughout their lives) They worked extremely hard for their owners, the Patricians and/or Plebeians of the Roman society

The Roman Republic – Political Structure

· Made up of Roman landowners

· The senate consisted of the richest of the landowning class

· They elected TWO consuls annually to head the government as well as a Praetor to administer civil law

· Dictator appointed at times of crisis to solve the problem

· Improved the democracy much more than the Greeks 

· Our democracy resembles that of the Roman Republic

The Senate

· Similar to Greeks democracy/ different in some ways

· Republican style of government = no monarchy!

· Republican senate was a transformational form of governance

· United States had this type of republic governance that was successful in fighting against a British monarchy
· Roman citizen were the backbone of the military (like the Greeks) this especially includes the Plebeians

· Citizens also backbone of production and allowed the Patricians to generate wealth

· As their numbers grew, the Plebeians fight to gain more power in the government

· They win this right and are granted lawmaking powers alongside the Patricians

· Known as a style of “mixed” government 

· United States and others still use mixed government in the form of division powers of different branches of government

The Roman Economy

· Based on agriculture

· Farms evolving into large estates owned by Patricians

· Manufacturing increases/many goods being traded throughout the ancient world 

· Slavery grows into Rome’s largest industry (mass amounts of wealth) displaces thousand of peasants)

Social Structure

· Household was mini-state with the male as its king

· Ethics, manners and respect were at the heart of Republican life
· Proper worship of the Gods and Goddesses

· Each Roman household would have its own shrine

The Roman Army (Organization)

· Units consisting of 100 men formed CENTURIES
·  6 CENTURIES combined formed a COHORT
· Multiple units of cavalry artillery and infantry put together in independent armies called LEGIONS consisted of 5000 TROOPS
History

· A citizen army drawn from the landowning class until Marius created a professional army around 100 B.C.E

· Recruited other people for the army (contract)

The Roman Encampment 

· Elaborate road system (central to Rome’s mighty army)

· Large wood fortress structures could be built in a day

· Consisted of commander’s post, barracks, treasury, standard shrine, granaries, kitchens, ovens, stables, surgeries and workshops

· Worked as a base camp to launch patrols and to retreat in case of attack!

Roman Conquests

· Success of Roman expansion (3 factors)

1. Roman infrastructure: Roads, services and defense

2. Latin/ Roman citizens were settled in the new territories 

3. New people could gain status with service to the Republic – helped speed up decline

The Roman Empire

· The Roman Civil War – end of the Republic

· Established by Octavian (Caesar’s adopted son who renamed himself Augustus Caesar)

· Rome ruled by Emperors

· Senate fades away

The Roman Record***

· Architecture – borrowed from the Greeks – great builders 

· Engineering – The Roman Arch – Road System

· Organization and Administration

· Military Organization and Strategy 

· Legal System and Codified Law

· A Classical Civilization that dominated for over 500 years 

Decline

· Pleasure seeking among the elite

· Relying on disloyal mercenaries (to protect border regions) they couldn’t rely on mercenaries for the entire population

· Disconnection from political life

· Cruelty of leaders

-  Elites child rearing declines (no long –term)

· Declining birth rates

· Stagnation in Arts and Culture

· Spiritual crisis among it’s citizens (over indulgence in entertainment, disorientation amongst the population, misunderstanding about the world around them, social rule – what’s right or wrong?, can’t figure it all out, no strong connection with communities, separation in community)

