Hybrid Activities:  Extending Our Classroom Explorations

HOW PLUGGED IN ARE YOU?


Every day, we encounter communication in any form, slowly its changing to a new form of communication where people would rather text then talk face to face. A new age has begun, a new age of communication. People choose to use a variety forms of communication nowadays, by using email, Facebook, texts. Having alone time is a hard thing to accomplish now because the world Is now at your fingertips, technology has also advanced so much that it’s scary, because people are now so reliant on technology they have no knowledge when it fails us. At this rate Sherry Turkle said it best “We strive for the illusion of companionship without the demands of friendship”.

The art of face to face communication is slowly fading away, it’s a scary thought that talking to a friend might not me be the same. Face to face communication was always in play until cellphones were introduced. When texting on cellphones were introduced the message that people want to say was quick and easy instead of meeting up. Why go through the struggle of meeting a friend when you can tell them what’s on your mind right away so you won’t forget? This is when the art of face to face communication started to fade away and now is becoming a real problem. Face to face communication exists but it is not easy to find because when a person is online they can say what they want without feeling a harsh. Communicating without face to face can make someone feel that they have a lot of power because the recipient cannot physically hurt the other person without face to face. Therefore people of this generation find it easier to use texting to get the job done because it doesn’t require much effort. It’s a scary thought that people would rather text each other instead of meeting up to talk and hang out because when you speak to someone you are aware if what you’re saying is interesting your peer, by their body language. When texting you might say something that can anger someone depending on the toned they might think it was meant to be, but when speaking face to face you know if a person wants to hurt you, make you feel good, or just talking with you.

I personally like interacting face to face, it provides a certain relationship with a person when you speak with them face to face. You can either decide if you really like this person or not depending on their public behavior. Like I said before face to face communication lets you know if the recipient is interested in what you’re telling them or not, by the body language they use. The main reason I like face to face communication is because you feel real conversations, real laughs and tell if someone’s joking about you or really doesn’t like you. Online people can say anything they like but in face to face communication they will shrivel up like raisin in the sun. For example I was on a group chat once and this one kid would keep making fun of me at the gym due to my weight when I actually feel that I am pretty strong and have much more experience with weight training. So this kid would call me out in the group chat and uploaded an old photo of me when I didn’t even start on my path to a fit future. We ran into each other at the gym months later and I asked him what his problem was, but he of course said he was joking and then felt ashamed because I’ve progressed so much and asked me advice on weight loss because the tables have turned. The main thing was that online he was a king but then in person he shriveled up like raisin in the sun and was really quiet. Personally I don’t like always being quiet, I have to talk because I have so much on my mind that I would just like to express and hope to run into another person that feels the same way I do on certain concepts. I spend a lot of time talking to people so I can develop my vocabulary in a fun manner, I find reading books very boring but when talking face to face you can develop your vocabulary in certain settings and acquire street smarts. Reading is one of the most boring things people do for fun, and I can’t imagine enjoying reading what people want to say to me throughout my life by reading text messages. Face to face communication is a very important skill to develop as a business student I also believe face to face communication and personality is the main way to a successful business.

My main goals are to complete my school work, eat properly, and workout. That’s what I mainly care about in my life, I mainly use my phone to talk and text which I don’t use it much because I spend most of my time exercising or resting. I usually just talk face to face mainly at my job, school and at the gym. I’m kind of a basic person right now, I don’t have much to worry about, because a mainly just go to gym, school, work or sitting at home writing this assignment. The only time I really use my phone a lot is when, where and what time I’m meeting up with someone, I usually meet up with my friends at the gym because we all love it and I don’t like going to the sauna alone. Wow writing this really makes me think that I have a really basic life. I don’t really check my phone a lot because I’m usually doing something and receiving a text or a notification bothers me usually. Although I do sleep beside my phone because I can check it at night and there is an outlet beside my bed so I can charge it there. When I do use my laptop it’s mainly for school assignments or searching better ways to enhance my exercising experience but sometimes I also have those phases were I find an amazing show and finish it in a week or two.

More people are moving towards technology and are too lazy to make any effort to progress. Technology is really scary, 10 years ago I would be going out every summer to go play basketball with my friends every single day, I would always get in trouble for staying 20 minutes too late. Nowadays its my friends texting me if we can possibly meet up but then one of us is actually too lazy to meet up and would rather chat on the mic while playing video games or text.

I learn a lot about people through texting and through Facebook, when you text a person while you have read receipts on can let you know how the person is. A person that always texts late is someone you can’t ever depend on because they’re probably really lazy also their typing skills and slang used can hint on how the person is. Facebook tells you a lot how a person is and their beliefs. If someone constantly “like” posts that are in a certain category they are probably like that in real life which can be a good or bad thing. For an example I thought one of my acquaintances that met in high school was a good kid and then I constantly see him typing slang, words in short form such as “u” meaning you and I never knew the kid really liked a gangster type of life because all of his posts were “thug life” related. Facebook can tell you a lot about a person just by the things they like, share and post. I believe people will only listen to you if they are interested in the same things as you.

Yes I do have alone time and that time is spent 10-15 minutes 3 days a week in the sauna. I define myself as a kid that came from very little and must become successful because I really have no choice, many people have someone to turn back to if things go bad but I on the other hand cannot turn back because I have no one to fall back on. I believe I am hard working because I grew up in a family in which we didn’t have much and that we must use our resources efficiently. As I have grown my life has gotten better but the fact that if I want something I have to purchase it since I was 16. My parents only really provide me food, rides and help pay most of the bills around the house. My tuition that I get each semester that I have to pay for comes all from me due to being the first generation in my family growing up in Canada and also that my parents depend on me and my siblings to become successful for the opportunity that is given in this country. No kid should have to work a minimum wage job, but in my case I have no choice I must work so I can get through college and live a healthy lifestyle. I feel like I am still living a luxurious lifestyle even though I don’t have much, as I summarize myself I believe that I am ultimately self-made and also willing to help others. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, the art of face to face communication is slowly fading away through the advancement of technology. What a beautiful art fading away, the closest thing to face to face communication that technology has come up with was skype, but it’s still not the same concept due to the setting.  Technology would advance so far that when it fails one day, the generation will be clueless where to begin and we will all have to start from scratch. Face to face communication will slowly come back because people are realizing that texting isn’t cutting it. 
