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Anthopology:
- The study of humanity, including our prehistoric origins and contemporary human diversity
- Studies cultural manifestations
- Broader in time and range of topics than other humanity studies
- Anthropology is concerned with meaning, not measurements
- started by studying small scale societies
- Texture of everyday life, not generalizations/tendencies

As a Science:
- A form of inquiry that involves first the formation of a hypothesis, or hunch, about the way things work, and then observing/testing to see if the hypothesis is correct. 

Humanistic Approach:
- A subjective way of understanding humanity through the study of Art, Music, Poetry, and other symbolic expressions
- Seeks understanding through culturally informed understanding. 

Main Goal: To produce new knowledge
- Research can influence government policy-makers, businesses, technology development, health-care providers + general public. 

4 fields in North America:

1. Biological/Physical Anthropology: The study of humans as biological organisms, including their evolution and contemporary variation. 
- Study the genome of social groups in the hopes of providing clues on origins, migration, and group identity of populations
Primatology: The study of social life and behaviors of nonhuman members of mammals called primates
Study primates both in captivity and the wild
Experiment in animal psychology and ape language
Record and analyze how animals spend their time, collect and share food, form social groups, rear offspring, develop leadership, and experience and resolve conflict. 
Paleoanthropology/Paleontologists: Study of human evolution on the basis of fossil record
Search for fossils to increase the amount and quality of the evidence related to the way human’s evolved. 
How prehumen creatures became human beings
The ancestry of homo sapiens (the conscious human)
Paleopathology: The study of diseases in prehistory 
Trace elements in bones provide detail about diets, activities, and health of prehistoric people
Stress marks on bones provide info for work patterns. 
Contemporary Human Biological Variation: Define, Measure and seek to explain differences in the biological makeup and behavior of contemporary humans. 
Early anthropologists through “race” determined intelligence and class position

2. Archaeology/Prehistory: The study of past human cultures through their material remains. 
- Data: Stone and bone tools, skeletal material, remains of buildings. 
- Interested in objects and artifacts for what they can tell us about the social life that once existed. 
- Reveals ways of life, presence of sacred rituals, not just housing layouts
- New research is questioning some previous conclusions about “kingdoms” 
Prehistory Archaeology: Studies societies that never left a written record
Historic Archaeology: Studies societies that did leave a written record. 

3. Linguistic Anthropology: Study of human communication, including its origins, history, and contemporary variation and change. 
- Language is the primary way of transmitting culture
- How speech and language are used to signal identity/status, express thoughts and knowledge, label the world around them… etc
- How languages relate to power structures at regional, international, and local levels. 
- Role of information technology. EX: Internet, phones
- Attention to the rapid extinction of indigenous language worldwide. 
- Comparative methods provide info on migration and how people without writing systems were related in the past. 
- Birth and death of languages
-Ethnography of communication:  How the context of communication affects the choice of language in any speech community (What is said to who, when and how it is said)
Historical Linguistics: Study of language change over time and how languages are related
Descriptive Linguistics: The study of the structure of language
Sociolinguistics: Study of the relation between language and social interaction including nonverbal communication

4. Cultural/Social Anthropology: The study of contemporary people and their cultures, and their social life (arts, economy, political life, religion) has caused fragmentation
- Looks at variations and similarities across cultures
- How cultures change overtime
- Obtain data firsthand by spending extended periods of time living with the people they study. 
- Decenters us from out own cultures, teaching us to look at ourselves from the “outside” as “strange” 
- Anthropologists are increasingly studying their own societies instead of going abroad


5. Applied/Practicing/Practical Anthropology: Using anthropological knowledge to prevent or solve social problems or to shape and achieve policy goals. 

Culture: People’s learned and shared behaviors and beliefs

History of Cultural Anthropology
Montesquieu explained cultural differences due to the differing climates that people lived in
Darwin offered a scientific explanation for human origins and contemporary human variation. (natural selection)
Sir Edward taylor, Sir James Frazer and Lewis Henry Morgan developed a Model of Cultural evolution where cultures evolve from lower to higher forms over time. 
Non-Western peoples at a “primitive” stage and Euro-American culture as “Civilization”
Non-Western cultures would either catch up to the level of western, or due out. 

Functionalism: The theory that a culture is similar to a biological organism, in which parts work to support the operation and maintenance of the whole. 

Holism: The perspective that cultures are complex systems that cannot be fully understood without paying attention to their different components, including economics, social organization, and ideology
- The whole of human condition

Ethnocentrism: The belief that the moral standards, belief systems, arts, etc. of one’s own society are superior to those of other societies. 
- To some extent, a measure of ethnocentrism can be proof of successful socialization
- An extreme presence is rejected by anthropologists and leads to intolerance. 

Salvage Anthropology: Recording human cultures before they can disappear

Cultural Relativism: The perspective that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that culture and should not be judged by the standards of another. 
By Franz Boas, the founder of North American Cultural Anthropology
Believed no culture is more advanced than another. No ranking
Culture is changing
But some are static
Absolute Cultural Relativism: Believes that whatever goes on in a particular culture must not be questioned or changed
Can lead to dangerous directions (Holocaust)
Critical Cultural Relativism: Poses questions about cultural practices and ideas, in terms of who accepts them and why, and who they might be harming or helping
Cultural Imperialism: One dominant group claims supremacy over minority cultures and proceeds to change the situation in its own interests at the expense of the subjugated cultures


Historical Particularism: The view that individual cultures must be studied and described on their own terms, and that cross-cultural comparisons and generalizations ignore the realities of individual cultures. 
By Franz Boas

French Structuralism: Claude Levi-Strauss
The best way to understand a culture is to collect its myths and stories and analyze the underlying themes in them

Symbolic Anthropology: The study of culture as a system of meanings

Cultural: A theoretical position that takes material features of life, (EX: the environment, natural resources, mode of production) as the bases for explaining social organization and ideology.
Culture is the totally socially acquired life-way or life-style of a group of people. 
A patterned repetitive way of thinking, feeling and acting that are characteristic of the members of a particular society or segment of society. 
Focuses on both behavior and ideas (beliefs)
Infrastructure: The environment, natural resources, ways of making a living
Contains structure (social organizations, kinship, political organizations) and superstructure (ideas, values, beliefs)
EX: Cant eat cows, first considers the possibility that such an animal plays a more important role alive, such as cows utility in agricultural work in india. 

Interpretive Anthropology: The view that cultures can be understood by studying what people think about, their ideas, and the meanings that are important to them. 
How people use symbols to make sense of the world around them and how meanings are negotiated
Cultures include symbols, motivations, moods, and thoughts
Culture is contested and negotiated, not always shared or imposed
EX: Hindus say that they don’t eat cows because they are sacred, interpretive anthropologists would explore the meaning of food and eating within the Hindu religion



Structural Anthropology: A theoretical position concerning human behavior and ideas that say “free choice: is an illusion since the choices themselves are determined by larger forces such as the economy, social and political organizations and ideological systems

Individual agency versus structural
This debate concerns the question of how much individuals will, or agency, has to do with why people behave and think the way they do, versus the power of forces, or “strucutres” that are beyond individual control
Anarchy:  Individuals are supposed to choose how to think and behave
Agency: The ability of humans to make choices and exercise free will
To have the power to create and change culture by acting against structures
Structural: Argue that “free choice: is an illusion since choices are structured by larger forces (economy, institutions, ideological systems)

Feminist Anthropology: Emphasizes the need to study female roles and gender based inequality 


Local Culture: A distinct pattern of learned and shared behavior and thinking found within larger cultures. 
Based on ethnicity, gender, age and more 

Participant Observation: living alongside the people you are studying is a crucial part of your fieldwork as well as taking notes of all your observations. 
Typically would study economics, family life, politics, religion, language, arts etc.
Typically in small isolated cultures. 

Interviews: Important part of research process, allows further understanding through in-depth questions with individuals and are thus an important tool for eliciting information

Multisited Research: Fieldwork conducted on a topic in more than one location.
Also useful for studying many topics

Archives: Helpful for information on history and background of the area as well as demographics and statistics

Electronic Records, Camcorders, and cameras: Gather audio and visual material allows interviews to be easily captured
Transforms observed data into explanation and understanding of human behavior
Data is collected during ethnography fieldwork, and are emulated by theory

Fieldwork: Going to the Field, wherever people and cultures are, to learn about cultures through direct observation.
Success depends on the acumen (insight/wisdom) and industriousness of the researcher, the soundness of the researcher, and personal qualities
Often takes researcher away from loved ones
Takes researcher to new/different cultural context, that requires adjustment
New way of being
Taking, etiquette, new timetables, forcing them out of comfort zone
Can experience culture shock and become frustrated 
Success in research depends on acceptance and participants desire to help researcher

Armchair Anthropology: Early cultural anthropologists conducted research by sitting and reading about other cultures. 
Never visited, or had any direct contact with the people
Read written reports from travellers, missionaries, and explorers

Verandah Anthropology: Researchers would travel to colonized countries where the participants lived near, but not with them 

Ethics:
Establishing Rapport: The relationship between the people and anthropologists work
A relationship of mutual trust and respect aids in productive research
Depends on researchers natural people skills and traits (Honesty, patience, tact, humor, independence, care)

Moral Obligations: Towards the people anthropologists study (code of ethics)
Obligations to fellow humans and as scientists
Intellectual honesty and Quality publications and the return of data and results of the research to the participants 

Beginning the Fieldwork Process:
1. Project Selection and Funding:
Finding an important and feasible topic for research project
Find a topic by:
Literature Review: Reading what others have already written
Often exposes gaps in previous research
Research bypassed women.. feminist anthropology was created as a result
Notable Events: (HIV/AIDS Epidemic)
Choosing a particular material item:
Provide a focus for understanding the social relations surrounding their production and trade. And what they mean in terms of people’s changing identities
Sugar, beef, money, cars
Restudy: Fieldwork conducted in a previously researched community
Can see how the community has changed
2. Preparing for the Field:
IF international, may need a visa. (can be difficult/impossible)
Some topics are more sensitive than others, like the topic of sexuality. Especially homosexuality. 
Due to the mainstream norms, laws, and social stigma
Many countries now require researcher to follow official guidelines for protection of human subjects
Informed Consent: An aspect of fieldwork ethics requiring that the researcher inform the research participants of the intent, scope, and possible effects of the study and seek their consent to be in the study

3. Working in the Field:
Site Selection: The place where research takes place. Sometimes a project involves more than one site
Difficult to know exactly where the project will be located until after arriving
Gaining Rapport: A trusting relationship between the researcher and the study population. 
1st- Establish relationship with key leaders or decision-makers in the community
Trust depends on the study population, and how the researcher presents themselves
Gift giving may make relationships form quicker and easier

Factors Influencing Fieldwork:
Class: Most anthropologists are more wealthy and powerful than the studied population
Class difference is obvious to the people and can affect the way they relate to the researcher. 
Race/Ethnicity: Mostly “White Euro-American” researchers studying “other” cultures, mostly non-whites, non euro-American
Gender: If a female researcher is young and unmarried she is likely to face more difficulties than a young and unmarried man or an older women, married or single
Most cultures see a young unmarried female as unusual
Gender segregation can affect studies
Age: Adult anthropologists can study all ages. 
Language
Dress
Religion

Culture Shock: Persistent feelings of uneasiness and loneliness that often occur when a person has shifted from one culture to a different one
Reverse Culture Shock: Can occur on the way home. 

A Deductive Approach: Form of research that starts from a research question or hypothesis
Then collecting data related to the question through observation, interviews, and other methods
Quantitative Data: Numerical info (Amount of land in relation to population) 

Inductive Approach:  A form of research that proceeds without a hypothesis and involves gathering data through unstructured, informal, observation, conversation and other methods. 
Qualitative Data: Non numerical info (Recordings of myths, conversations, filming events) 

Etic: Data collected according to the researchers questions or hypothesis

Emic: Data reflecting what insiders say, and understood about their culture and insiders categories of thinking. 

Hawthorne Effect: Research bias due to participants changing their behavior to conform to expectations of the researcher

Reflexive Anthropology: Constant awareness, assessment and reassessment by the researcher of the researchers own contributions, influence or inter-subjective research and the consequent research findings. 

Interview: Gathering verbal data through questions or guided conversation
Group interview/ focus groups
Open-ended interview: Interviewee directs the conversation

Questionnaire: A formal research instrument containing a pre-set series of questions that the anthropologist asks in a face-to-face setting, by mail or by email
Structured: Close-ended
Unstructured: Open-ended

Life History:  A qualitative, in-depth description of an individuals life as narrated to the researcher. 

Time- Allocation Study: A quantitative method that collects data on how people spend their time each day on particular activities
Uses standard time units and labeling or coding activities that occur

Texts: Written/Oral stories, myths, plays, sayings, speeches, jokes, transcriptions of people’s everyday conversations. 

Archival and historical sources: Gaining important insights about the present by past preserved archives

Multiple Research methods and team projects: Most CA’s use multiple methods to collect research because just 1 would not provide all the varieties of data necessary to understand a given

Triangulation: Involves seeking information on a particular topic from more than one person or perspective. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Collaborative Research: An approach to learning about culture that involves anthropologists working with members of the study population as partners and teammates rather than research and subjects. 

Kula: A trading network linking many of the Trobriand Islands in which men have long-lasting partnerships for the exchange of everyday goods.
Men trade: Shells, yams, and pigs
Women trade: Banana leaves, intricately made skirts

Culture is NOT the same as Nature: Certain aspects of biology affect people’s behavior and lifestyle, however different cultural contexts shape matters such as labeling and negative stereotypes and access to care and support. 
EX: Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Eliminating
4 functions necessary for survival
Different everywhere

Eating: Culture defines what, how and when people eat.
Also define what foods to eat
EX: in china, people think cheese is disgusting
Different cultures also have different ways to eat or different etiquette
Who is responsible for cooking and serving. 

Drinking:  Different substances to drink, when to drink and with whom

Sleeping: Who sleeps with whom
Where the child should sleep
How many hours one sleeps

Elimination: Where to go, how to clean

Culture is based on symbols
Symbols: An object that has a range of culturally significant meanings
They are arbitrary, unpredictable and diverse
Through symbols, culture is shared, stored and transmitted over time

Culture is Learned: Because it is arbitrary, it cannot be predicted but must be learned. 
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Linguistics use the comparative method in historical linguistics to understand migration and how people without writing systems were related in the past

Anthropologists who consider the material features of life, such as the environment, natural resources, and ways of making a living as keys to understanding culture are practicing…. Cultural materialism

Anthropologist Victor Turner defines communitas as….. A sense of shared unity and equality achieved through participation in ritual

Which of these things are characteristics of culture…ALL.. is integrated, learned, and based on symbols.

Revitalization movements…. Seek to restore all or parts of a religion that have been changed.

In the article "Eating Christmas in the Kalahari" why did the !Kung criticize and belittle the ox that the anthropologist bought for their Christmas celebrations?....... Because they felt that the anthropologist was arrogant and needed to be taught humility.

According to the Code of Ethics of the American Anthropological Association the anthropologist's primary ethical obligations are to the people, species, materials they study and the people with whom they work…….. true

Who is not a religious specialist?.....Tarot Reader

Which one of the following is NOT one of the four fields of Anthropology:….. Medical anthropology

Which of the following is one of the not psychological or social purposes of religion?... To start wars

During her first two field trips to Honiara, Professor Jourdan stayed with two different families. This is an example of:… Participant observation

What is multi-sited fieldwork?...None!
- NOT Fieldwork conducted in association with other disciplines.
- NOT Fieldwork conducted within the anthropologist’s own culture.
- NOT Fieldwork conducted within a culture other than the anthropologist’s.

The anthropologist Richard Borshay Lee realized that the !Kung were joking with him because:….. Joking was a way to keep hunters humble

What three elements characterise culture?..... Learned, Symbolic, Shared

What is the key to language acquisition?... Socialization

Collaborative Research… is an approach to learning about culture that involves the anthropologist working with members of the study population as partners and teammates rather than researcher and "subject"

The belief in souls or "doubles" is… Animism

Culture is NOT the same as nature

Which option is not a universal human function that all must perform in order to stay alive… Procreating’

Which scholar introduced the idea of the sacred and the profane?... Emile Durkheim

Cultural Relativism is Boas' response to… Evolutionary Theory

Culture Shock is:… A persistent feeling of uneasiness, loneliness, and anxiety that occurs when a person has shifted from one culture to another.

Archeology is the study of past cultures through the examination of their material remains? TRUE

According to Emile Durkheim, religion…. Serves to reinforce social control by enforcing moral codes and setting rules for appropriate social behavior.

According to the course textbook which one of these things isn't a universal human function?. Sexual Intercourse

Travel rituals to a religious site for the purpose of religious devotion are to referred to as:… Pilgrimage

“Animatism” is… A belief system in which the supernatural is conceived of as an impersonal power

Which model of cultural interaction is also known as the takeover model?.... McDonaldization

Race… is a culturally constructed category, not a biological reality, which refers to groups of people with supposedly homogeneous biological traits:


Verandah Anthropologists… Traveled to colonized countries where they conducted research, but did not live with the people they were studying

Armchair Anthropologists.. Studied cultures from afar..

Informed consent: Requires the researcher to inform participants of the intent, benefits, and possible effects of the study and obtain their consent either in writing or orally. 

The Kula: A trading network linking many islands of the pacific

Rapport: A trusting relationship between the researcher and the study population

- A unmarried female researcher is likely to face more difficulties than a young unmarried male researcher because people in most cultures consider a young unmarried female on her own extremely unusual

Reserve Culture Shock: The stress and feeling of discomfort that an anthropologist may experience returning home from the field

Participant Observation: Requires the anthropologist to adopt the lifestyle of the people being studied. 

Triangulation: Involves using multiple methods and sources when conducting research to ensure greater perspective

Collaborative Research: An approach to learning about culture that involves the anthropologist working with members of the study population as partners and teammates rather than strictly as subjects

Ethnology is another word for cultural anthropology

Applied Anthropology: The use of anthropological data to offer practical solutions to contemporary problems within society

Hypothesis: A testable proposition concerning the relationship between a particular set of variables

- We are Homo Sapiens (humans)

- Anthropology is global and comparative in its approach

- Professional linguistics DID NOT exist in the late 19th century

Evolutionary Anthropology was the most important anthropological paradigm in the 19th century Europe


The "Garbage Project" conducted by archaeologists excavating a landfill can be applied by policy makers as the research: demonstrated to the dismay of planners that paper by its sheer volume was a major culprit in the filling up of landfills.

	Descriptive linguistics is: The study of the structure of languages.

	What was the purpose of Miner's description of the Nacirema culture?

	He wanted to make the familiar strange.

Franz Boas, personality and culture NOT CORRECT





Franz Boas promoted the detailed study of individual cultures within their own historical contexts. This approach is called: historical particularism

	Franz Boas' research on the height, weight and head size of 17,000 immigrants:


conclusively showed that body size and shape can change quickly.

	How would cultural materialists analyze the practice of elimination in villages in India?


They would study the ecological advantages that village practices provide and how social norms enforce advantageous practices.

Hybridization is also called: cultural crossover

	People who do not share all life-style characteristics with the rest of society are said to be in a:


Sub-culture

	Sir Edward Tylordefined culture as consisting of patterns of acting as well as patterns of:


Thought

Failure to comprehend the role enculturation plays in maintaining each group’s patterns of behavior and thought lies at the heart of the phenomenon known as: Ethnocentrism

Which is not an example of diffusion? The invention of the light bulb by Thomas Edison

The method which involves living for extended periods among a people and participating in their daily round of activities is named: Participant Observation

Culture is unique to human beings, while other types of animals may live in groups of societies.

Symbols are arbitrary meaningful units or models we use to represent reality.

Cultural understandings are not shared equally by all members of a particular society

‘Man, those people sure do some stupid, immoral things. I’am glad our culture has devised superior methods of dealing with that problem’. This is an example of: Ethnocentrism

The standards by which members of a society define what is good or bad, desirable or undesirable, holy or unholy, and beautiful or ugly are called: Values

A meaningful sound is a: Phoneme

Displacement refers to the ability to refer to events and issues beyond the immediate present.

Human language has Productivity, or the ability to create an infinite range of understandable expressions from a finite set of rules.

Semantics refers to the study of the meaning of words, phrases and sentences

The term Digital Divide refers to social inequality in access to new and emerging information technology, especially access to up-to-date computers, the Internet and training related to their use.

	Which of the following would be an example of observer's paradox?


during an interview, a research participant refrains from swearing.

The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis says that a people's language affects how a person thinks and sees the world

Tag questions are questions seeking affirmation placed at the end of sentences

All early writing systems use Logographs, symbols that convey meaning through a form or picture resembling that to which it refers.

The best example of language shift is a French speaker who speaks his language with great difficulty after living in New York for 30 years

Which language has a superior ability to project images of the future NONE

In English, certain obligatory categories seem to reflect a social bias in favor of Males

The fact that the Hungarian and Finnish languages were once the same indicates that they belong to the same Family

The sounds that native speakers perceive as being distinct are: Phonemes

Human languages are inherently flexible and creative and not closed systems. This human language trait is called productivity

The English word ‘dogs’ contains one free morpheme and one bound morpheme

Modern anthropologists think that language determines thought FALSE

Scientific attemps to teach apes to speak human languages have been extremely successful, especially with chimpanzees. FALSE

Words in human languages seldom have any necessary connection with the concrete objects or abstract symbols they represent. This human language trait is called Arbitrariness 

Linguistic differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, or syntax that may differ within a single language are known as Dialects 

The stereotypical "voodoo doll" would be an example of: Imitative Magic

Edward B. Tylor… argued for a cultural evolutionary model whereby religions evolved from animism to monotheism

Bronislaw Malinowski explained why myths provide a charter for society in that they express core beliefs and teach morality

Animatism refers to belief systems in which the supernatural is conceived of as an impersonal power

Saami sacred spaces were repressed as sites of sacrifice with the arrival of Christianity but not forgotten 

Which statement is true about all rituals? They are a patterned form of behaviour generally having to do with the supernatural realm

Cross-cultural research indicates that puberty rituals for girls are likely to occur where: Female labour is important and valued

How do priests differ from shamans? priests perform periodic state rituals

The world religion with the largest number of followers is Christianity

Revitalization Movement is usually organized by a prophetic leader who seeks to construct a more satisfying situation by reviving all or parts of a religion that has been threatened by outside forces

Stories about the actions and deeds of supernatural powers are called Myths 

Which statement about religion is true? Some form of religion is universal among human societies

Emile Durkheim’s theory of religion stressed the idea that: when people periodically congregate for the performance of religious rituals they are promoting social solidarity

The use of rites and spells intended to cause supernatural forces to harm others is called Sorcery

The belief that kin groups have a mystical relationship with specific animals, plants or inanimate objects is known as Totemism 

A cargo cult is a Revitalization Movement

Belief in spiritual beings is NOT called a superstition

It is ethnocentric to define religion as ‘belief in God

Pilgrimages such as the Grand Pardon in Rocamadour, France: Are important rituals for believers

The logic of magic is that Nothing happens by accident or chance
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How did culture begin?
· Culture emerged through group formations and the development of language and the ability to use symbols
· Culture as a means of addressing natural and social needs through a system of rules
· Human needs are diverse and complex and accordingly so is culture
· Culture is learned through socialization
· Learned unconsciously through observation
· Can also be learned from stories, rituals, and performances
· People start learning culture at birth
· Systems of rules for behavior and values are transmitted to the young through socialization
Dr. Ochs:
Language is a way into socialization
· socialization comes through many different paths, 
· Language shows what is being displayed and guided, where the attention is. 
· Look at patterns
· Cultural socialization and language socialization are interconnected

Culture is Symbolic:
· The meaning of cultural elements is arbitrary, unpredictable, and ascribed
· Symbols change through time
· Symbol does not have any direct relationship with what it represents

Culture is Shared:
· Contribute to understanding of common rules, meanings, and behaviors
· Allows for interpretations, symbolic meaning, messages and intentions to flow. 

One society, Different Values:
· People in the same cultural groups can have very different opinions and ways of understanding the world
· Same culture groups, different values, goals, and systems of meanings.

Subcultures: Groups of people who recognize themselves as having different ways of engaging the cultural world in which they live.

Culture Change:
1. Innovation: A new way of thinking
2. Cultural Interaction
3. Invention
- Innovation VS invention= Cell phone (Change) VS Telephone (1st New)
- Not all cultures change at the same pace
- There are core elements in all cultures that are more resistance to change

Changes NOT linked to technology
· Moral issues (abortion)
· Legal Issues (Women allowed to vote)
· Human Rights, what is right and wrong
· Language and expressive arts

4 Models of Cultural Interaction:
· Change is often associated with contact with outside groups
1. Class of Civilizations: Conflict Model ( has brought the most change)
· Spread of Euro-American capitalism has created a disenchantment in the world, alienation and resentment
· West and the rest
· Conflict model
2. McDonaldization: Takeover and homogenization model
· US culture is taking over 
· World is becoming culturally homogeneous
3. Hybridization: Blending Model
· When aspects of 2 or more cultures mix to form something new 
· Blending model
4. Localization: Local culture remaking and transformation of global culture
· The transformation of global cultur 

Colonization: European expansion into the non-western world
· Has produced the most dramatic social changes in recent human history
· Most empires has an agricultural most of subsidence
· Europeans were met with resistance but with their large numbers and political alliances with local powers contributed to their taking over the populations and lands around the world
· Led to dramatic changes to lifestyles and values 

Post Colonial Politics: 
· Colonization has created new countries
· Normally are politically and economically weak
· Weak national identity
· 
Dr. Foster Why the weakness occurs. 
- Nation states were brought in to be by the united nations and the decolonizing powers
No grass roots and anti coloial protest groups. They create strong national identitities.
The legacy of colonialism is a very weak national identity

Colonialism and Modernity:
· After independence, many post-colonial states remained dependent of the former colonial power economy

Globalization: The formation of a new world, of globalized people
- Cultures interact with each other and change each other. 
· Movement of people, objects, images, and ideas across national and cultural boundaries
· Not recent, has always existed
· The velocity with which things are moving has increased significantly in recent years
· Due to new media technology
· The circulation of people, things, and ideas
· Cultures are produced by cultural groups, and are not fixed in time
· As groups change and interact with others, new ways of thinking and being are produced

Multiple Cultural Worlds:
- Many local cultures exist within every culture
- This internal cultural differentiation is by class, race, ethnicity, gender, age, region and institutions
- Individuals may identify with may categories but may identify more strongly with one. 
- Some differences do not entail unequal treatment, while others do. 

Class:
· A category based on people’s economic position in society
· Upper, Middle, and lower classes
· Earlier it was related to the ownership of production
· A hierarchical system

Race:
· Groups of people classified by homogeneous biological traits… NOT
· ACTUALLY a culturally constructed category, not a biological reality
· In Africa, race was determined by skin color
· In china, race was determined by body hair
· Perceptions of race and racial differences may lead to racism, and discrimination. 

Ethnicity:
· A shared sense of identity based on heritage, language or culture

Gender:
· Culturally constructed and learned behaviors and ideas attributed to males, females and blended genders
· SEX: Relies on genital, chromosomal, and hormonal distributions
· Someone’s biological makeup doesn’t have to correspond to gender. 

Institutions:
· Group settings formed for a particular purpose and have their own cultural characteristics
· EX: Hospitals, boarding schools, universities, prisons. 

Indigenous Peoples:
- Groups of people who have a long-standing connection with their home territory that predates colonial or outside societies that prevail in that territory

Ethnography: To study contemporary human life
A first-hand, detailed description of a living culture, based on personal observation
Usually as a full-length book

Ethnology: A cross-Cultural analysis
The study of a particular topic in more than one culture using ethnographic material
Looking beyond individual cases to wider patterns
Provides a comparative view

Biological Determinism: Seeks to explain why people do and think what they do by considering biological factors such as peoples genes and hormones
Search for a specific gene or hormone that might lead to a certain behavior (alcoholism, homicide)

Cultural Constructionism: A theory that explains human behavior and ideas as being mainly the results of learning
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Communication: the transition of meaningful messages from one individual to another. 
Implies that meaning is at the basis of communication
Implies that for meaning to exist, these messages must take place in a form that makes sense to the people communicating. 

Language: A code for communication consisting of a set of symbols and a set of rules for constructing messages
Symbols are arbitrary and conventional. 
Passed down from generation to generation
Has formal properties that no other part of culture has (sound changes)
Central to culture. A lot of everyday activities need language to be accomplished

Linguistic Anthropologists can answer questions that couldn’t be answered otherwise
Sets of words that are related between 2 languages doesn’t happen by change
Whereas cultural traits that are similar, you don’t know if they were borrowed or from a shared past. 

Speech: The social and individual use of language 
Language in action

Dialect: A way of speaking in a particular place, or a variety of a language arising from local circumstances

Gestures: Movements that convey meaning

Communication with Media and information technology:
Media Anthropology: The cross-cultural study of communication through electronic media (Radio, tv, film, music)
Study the media process and content, the audience response, and the social effect of the media presentations
Critical Media Anthropology: Asks to what degree access to its messages is liberating or controlling and whose interests the media serves. 

Digital Divide: Social inequality in access to new and emerging information technology, notable access to up-to-date computers the internet and training related to their use. 

Language Began As:
1. The result of divine or supernatural intervention: 
Tao Bable: God gave Adam and Eve the ability to name animals and things around them (1 language) later God punished them and made them speak many languages, so they were unable to communicate. 
2. Language is ontologically part of the world
Language exists because humans exist
Language is a part of the natural world
3. Language is an inherent part of the human species and is part of its evolution
The accepted belief

The Origin of Language
Physical anthropologists and paleontologists provide us with clues
The key to understanding how language appeared is to examine its function. 
Communicate with each other
Used to think and store knowledge
Transmit culture
Express emotions

If language is linked to evolution then…
1. What moment in the history of human evolution were physical and social conditions favorable for the development of language?
Needed are Physical Traits: Larynx (sound box) and a well developed brain that allows for cognitive abilities
Needed Stimuli: A well developed Social life with communication through language advantageous
2. How important is the development of language for human evolution?
Language was such an adaptive advantage that it put humans far ahead of the big apes or other co-existing pre human creatures. 

- Paleontologists records show that this mix of physical and cognitive traits and social stimuli, appeared over 1.6 million years ago, when homo erectus (1st create associated with humans) emerged. 
- Homo Erectus emerged with the accelerated use of tools
- They must have had some form of communication
- Animal communication is not as flexible or as thorough in their communication abilities
- Non verbal communication, requires that individuals wishing to communicate see each other
- Homo Erectus could plan because they created tools (with a plan) therefore they could think abstractly. 
- Homo sapiens have the larynx, however language took a long time to develop (within the last 100,000 years)
- It is associated with the physical and neurological characteristics of modern homo sapiens

The Development of Communication
· Language was most likely the last step in human biological evolution, separating us from animals. 

What Do we Know when We Know a Lanugage?
1. We know the sounds that belong to our language and those that do not
2. We know the place of some combinations of sounds 
3. We know how to combine sounds in the right order in order to produce meaning
4. We know where the beginning and ends of words are. 

Building Blocks of Language:
Phonology: Sound systems that make up a language
Morphology: How the words are put together
Lexicon: the vocabulary
Syntax: Grammar (How to put words together according to the rules of the language)

Main Characteristics of Human Lanugage:
1. Arbitrariness: The relationship between sound and meaning is arbitrary (irrelevant)
All languages would use the same words otherwise
Words are symbols, meaning is defines by cultures and so is their label
However, social groups must agree on the meaning of these words, the rules and use them systematically
(Share with non-human primates)
2. Conventionality: Combined with arbitrariness allows us to create new words, assign them meaning, change meaning as needed and so on. 
(Share with non-human primates)
3. Productivity: Allows us to communicate many different messages efficiently by combining various elements of language 
Allowing us to modify and refine sentences to fit the context in which they are said (Tone, volume, used to indicate urgency)
4. Displacement: Allows us to talk about the past or futre
Allows us to enter the world of abstraction

Noam Chomsky: Humans are predisposed for language learning
EX: Children can understand complex sentences without being able to produce them

Socialization: The key to language acquisition (the social process associated with learning how to become a member of society). Just like cultural socialization
Language socialization is key to cultural socialization
Language is central to culture. Its fed by culture. 

Language socialization involves 2 actions:
1. Socialization to use language: Language acquisition by children in the context of family life
2. Socialization through language: Socialization of children into culture

Why Do languages change?
1. Passage of time: each generation influences language in their own ways of using it. 
Expressions change, along with grammar
2. Cultural contact and Borrowing from other languages: 
Sometimes this is forgotten through history
3. Migration and subsequent isolation of people and development of local culture
Quebec French VS French French
3. Identity Creation

Language Families
Changes can be so dramatic that the languages do not resemble each other after years and years
Becomes difficult to know if 2 languages are related and if so how
Historical linguists help us to understand how languages are related
Lexicostatistics: Comparing patterns of sound changes between languages. 
They compare words likely to be found in each language because they encode elements of everyday life shared by all societies
Core vocabulary
Allows historical linguists to group languages into large families
Goes back to the 18th century

The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis
People’s language affects how they think
Language determine’s culture
If your language has 4 words for snow, you can think about snow in multiple ways. 
Language constitutes a “thought world”
Linguistic Determinism: A theory stating that language determines consciousness of the world and behavior. 
Sociolinguistics: The study of how cultural and social contexts shapes language
Agree with constructionists, the person’s context, and social position shape the content, form and meaning of their language

The relationship of language to thought and culture
Is language shaping thought
Is thought shaping language
Is language embedding thought shaping culture?

2 Approaches to the debate:
1. Is language such a powerful tool that is creates grooves of expression that predisposes us to see the world in a particular way?
2. Or is language a mirror of culture, reflecting cultural beliefs and preoccupations about the world?

Language as a Mirror:
Anthropologists see language as an influence on the speakers thinking and worldview
Language and vocabulary also reflects local cultural realities and preoccupations. 

Observer’s Paradox: the fact that the research process alters people’s normal behavior 
Dealing with the observer’s paradox: 
Observe and record speech outside an interview situation
Record speech in a group situation
Initiate role-playing- act out arguing. Drama helps create a “natural” situation
Conduct structured interviews- participant performs speech tasks @ varying levels of formality and open-ended questions

Language has Indexicality: Certain linguistic features that point to, the identities , actions, or feelings of the speaker and convey important social information

Codes: Ways of speaking. May include marked vocabulary, grammar, and intonation depending on age, genders, occupation, class, religion, and family
Code-switch: Move from one code to another as needed

Linguistic Relativism: All languages have passed through thousands of years of change, and all are equally successful forms of communication

Historical Linguistics: The study of language change through history
Uses formal methods that compare shifts over time and across space in aspects of language (speech sounds, syntax and semantics)
Determine degrees of closeness and distance in language relationships

Writing Systems:
Earliest written languages came form Mesopotamia, Egypt and china
All used Logographs: Signs that indicate a word, syllable or sound, through pictures resembling that to which it refers
Khipu: Cords of knotted strings used during the Incs empire for keeping accounts and recording events

Pidgin: A contact language that blends elements of at least 2 languages and that emerges when people with different languages need to communicate
Creole: A language directly descended from a pidgin but possessing its own native speakers and involving linguistic expansion and elaboration
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Lesson 5: Religion: Ritual, Myth and the Cosmos

Why Religion?
They explain
They validate
They comfort
They define the way the world is

Religion:  is found in all cultures of the world and with great heterogeneity

Religion: 
Beliefs and actions related to supernatural beings and forces
A system of symbols, which acts to establish powerful, pervasive and long-lasting moods and motivation in men
Formulating conception of a general order of existence 
Clothing these conceptions with such an aura of factuality
The moods and motivations seem uniquely realistic

- Religion defines and explains the world and establishes appropriate reactions towards it. 
- Religions are belief systems that serve as models for living, and models of living. 
- Religion is related to people’s worldview, or way of understanding how the world came to be, its design and their place in it. 

Varieties of Religious Beliefs / Origin of Religion
Some religions do not separate religion from everyday life, while other religions do.
Religions also vary with the deities and agencies they posit and with how people relate to them. 
Religions are a model For life (how to understand the world)
And a model OF life (How to behave in the world)

Animism: Believe in the presence of indwelling spirits (Ghosts, and other spirits) 
Created to explain the difference between living and dead

Animatism: The presence of diffuse spiritual powers. An impersonal power
EX: Mana: a force outside nature that works automatically, not a spirit or deity. 

Zoomorphic: deities that appear in the shape of animals. 
Anthropomorphic: Deities that appear in the shape of humans. 

Monotheism: Believing in one god/Deities.
Polytheism: The belief in many Gods/Deities 

Religions are expressed through myths, doctrines and rituals. 

Myths: Sacred texts (oral or written) that seek to explain the order of things and the state of the world. 
Explain how things came to be the way they are: Myth of origin/creation.
Narrative stories about supernatural forces/beings
A charter for society, teaches core beliefs and morality. 

Doctrines: Establish the rules for human behavior and for behavior with supernatural beings and spirits. 
Formal statements about religious beliefs

Rituals: A patterned form of behavior that has to do with the supernatural realm 
Beliefs in action
Help reduce uncertainty and anxiety
Well-performed rituals are the ways to honor deities or spirits, to propitiate them, to appease them, and to communicate with them. 


Rituals as Channels
Channels through which one communicates with the supernatural beings, with spirits, or ancestors. 
If they are not performed perfectly, the desired effect may not take place.
EX: the performance of religious ceremonies, the sacrifices of animals, the offering of food to spirits or deities, and various types of prayers, incantations and music. 
Some are secret to the rest of society, others are communal events, and others are individual. 

Life-Cycle Rituals: Rites of passage, to mark a change in status from one life stge to another of an individual or group. 
Marriage blessed by priests
3 phases: 
Separation: Person is separated physically, socially or symbolically from normal life. Special dress may mark separation. 
Transition: Liminal phase, the time when the person is no longer in their previous status, but not yet a member of the next stage. Learning special skills.
Reintegration: Initiate emerges and is welcomes by the community in the new status. 


Rituals as Communitas:
Rituals help achieve a sense of unity amongst the people (Communitas)
During rituals people don’t feel like an individual, as they are overwhelmed with the feeling of belonging. 

Pilgrimages
Travel rituals to sacred sites for the purpose of religious devotion
Pilgrimage to mecca for Muslims
To Jerusalem for Jews, Christians and Muslims. 
Purpose is to further remove the person from daily life, so the distance can allow for the transformation of the inner self, and the opening of ones soul presence and the work of the divine. 
When you come back from a pilgrimage, the person has a heightened status. 

3 Stages during a pilgrimage:
Pilgrim separates from everyday life. 
Enters the liminal stage during the pilgrimage. (Being of the world, but not in the world)
Pilgrimage ends, and pilgrim comes back, transformed and can reenter the normal world. 

Rituals of Inversion:
A ritual in which normal social roles and order are temporarily reversed. 
EX: Carnival in Brazil

Sacrifice:  A ritual in which something is offered to the supernatural. 

Shaman: A part-time religious specialist who gains status through direct relationship with the supernatural, often by being “called.” Anyone can be a shaman

Priest/Priestess: Full-time religious specialist whose position is based mainly on abilities gained through formal training. 

World Religions: A term coined in the 19th century to refer to religions that had many followers, that crossed state borders, and that exhibited other features such as a concern with salvation. 

Religious Pluralism: When one or more religion co-exist as either complementary to each other or as competitive systems.

Religious Syncretism: The blending of features of two or more cultures, especially used in discussion of religious change.  

Pilgrimage to the Grand Pardon in Rocamadour, France
Takes place once every hundred years. 
Honors the virgin Mary
A catholic pilgrimage
The journey- represented by the traveling of the pilgrims through the streets of the village
The physical test- The climbing of the steps, through which redemption starts.
The pledges of improved behavior- little notes that pilgrim’s write and stick on the chapels wall, indicating how they will improve their behavior. 
The renewal of ones faith- anointing oneself with holy oil in the chapel
The propitiation of the holy spirit during the ceremony in the crypt of the church led by the bishop. 
The confession of ones sins- public confession
Prayer to the black virgin in the sanctuary
The redemption of sins through mass and communion. 

Magic:
Magic is people’s attempts to compel supernatural forces and beings to act in a certain way. 
Events do not just happen by chance or accident
Rationality of Magic: Magic always works
Belief in magic and religion can coexist in society. 
Magic (like prayers) lies in the domain of belief
Provides an explanation for success or failure. 
Prayers and magic are efforts to manipulate the course of events
Magic is less spiritual and ethical than religion. Therefore its “primitive” 

2 general principles of magic:
The Law of Similarity- The basis of imitative magic. 
If person/item X is like person/idem Y, then actions done to X will affect Y. (EX: voodoo doll)
The law of Contagion- Basis of contagious magic.
Persons or things once in contact with a person can still have an effect on that person. (Hair trimmings, nail clippings, teeth, spit, blood, etc)
In cultures with this belief, people are very careful about disposing of their bodily wastes so that no one can get ahold of them
EX: (When sports players have a lucky shirt)


Religion in Daily Life: Social Control
Emile Durkheim said that religion serves to reinforce social control by enforcing moral codes and setting rules for appropriate social behavior. 
Some religions have daily life and religious life so intertwined that social behavior is often presented as having a divine origin. 
Catholic church not allowing its followers to use contraception
Religion is used to justify or reinforce social practices that seek to control the behavior of all or some members of the society. 
Religions provide guidelines for social behavior. 

Social Control and Religious Practice in the Solomon Islands
All excretions of women are polluting and dangerous to men. 
Therefore their social worlds are kept apart. 

Religion and Change
Although they support the social order, they are also agents of change and sometimes revolution
During European Colonization, the catholic church brought about major changes
Condemning songs and dances
Teaching literacy and western religious music
Emphasizing the nuclear family
Destroying shrines and old belief systems

Revitalization Movements
Appear in moments of rapid social change and undertake to alter or revitalize society
Christianity started as a revitalization movement
Some have a mystianic outlook: and focus on the future and the arrival of a messiah that will bring a utopian life. (Christianity and Judaism)
Some have a milinarian dimension: A new social order will be brought about by cataclysm and will wipe out the old one. Collective rituals give individuals the means of interacting directly with the supernatural through trans, speaking in tongues, and reach high levels of ecstasy by signing, dancing and touching dangerous objects. 
Other revitalization movements are natavistic, prone to reject the new social order that has oppressed them, and they seek to restore the golden age that is thought to have existed in the past. 
Other times they combine old elements and new elements and reorganize the social order.
Cargo Cults: Seek to establish a more satisfying culture by returning to the traditional religions or social order, that existed prior to the crisis, and/or practicing new systems of beliefs. 
Ghost Dance: 

Syncretism:
 Major crises (Colonialism) lead to the adoption of sets of new symbols and rituals, while the meaning of life remains the same. 
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