Introduction to Politics
Democracy and Democratization

· The constitutive elements of liberal-democracy: elections, rights and rule of law, government by representation, social citizenship?
· Majoritarian and consociation democracy
· Political Regimes
· Democracy
· Authoritarianism
· Totalitarianism: extreme form of authoritarianism, they seek to change society, uses terror, (nazi Germany)
· The case of illiberal democracies.
· Russia
· They elections, mainly free and fair 
· Explaining the resilience of authoritarianism.
· Democratization: Past and Future.
· The three waves of democratization.
· Constitutionalism and democratic transitions
· The case of Nepal.
 
Democracy:
From a Political Science conceptual pov democracy is connected to the idea of popular sovereignty.
· The right to decide comes from the people, as opposed to a king/leader/state/etc. 
· In practice, democracy seems to be inseparable from elections.
·  Direct democracy is another way, but is harder to work out because there are so many political decisions that need to be made all the time, that you can't ask citizens to constantly be voting. 
· Even authoritarian regimes use elections to legitimize their rule. 
· A liberal democracy is more than just elections.
· Democracy places a premium on the people; what do people want?
· Liberalism focuses on rights. 
· Countries with elections without a protection of rights is probably not much of a democracy. 
· Democracies can create situations that are not liberal. 
· In a situation with minority vs. majority, from a pure democratic perspective, isn't focused on rights (people can vote against a minority, but the minority needs to have rights too).
· There are some countries with elections that seem free, but at the same time they are free and fair but most people wouldn’t want to live there due to the discrimination they have towards certain minorities. 
· The focus on rights is called in literature the rule of law, we're not really governed by people in a liberal-democracy, we're governed by law. This means that all people are equal under the law, including those who create the law.
· When people try to discover the quality of democracy, looking at elections is really only the first step.
· Are the election free and fair?
· Is suffrage extended to everyone?
· Is everyone allowed to compete in an election?
· Are people empowered to vote?
· Political leaders can sometimes benefit from things that other citizens don't; democracy is a spectrum. You have to assess the quality of democracy by looking at a number of places, like the rule of law.
· 3 waves of democratization
· western countries throughout the 19th & 20th centuries such as Canada, USA, UK
· Communist countries shifting
· Southern European countries (ex. Greece) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Democracy is rights, the rule of law, government of representation, etc. 
· On perspective is we elect representatives so that they can take our preferences and articulate them, for example in parliament. I.e: you MP's obligation is to get a sense of how his riding feels and vote accordingly.
· Another perspective is we vote people who we trust to make decisions on our behalf. I.e: the MP should vote based on their best judgement, regardless of the opinion of their constituents, understanding that every 4/5 years the constituents can vote the MP in or out. 

Ways to Practice Democracy:
1. Decisions are made by majority rule (majoritarian rule, which we're used to).
1. In societies that are deeply divided, majoritarian democracy is sometimes not a good idea, because voting becomes census (if you have a society with bearded men vs. everyone else, how do you run a democracy if the bearded men are only 5%; the majority will always be voted against.) Consociational democracy, democracy by consensus, solves that. 
1. The majority group needs to recognize that being the majority is not helpful. They then will accept a joint power sharing system; they are both offered a degree of power. It's harder for the majority rule, but is a solution for everyone. The government needs to be formed with an equal number of ministers from each group.
1.  If there are 6 political parties, everyone can be in government.
1. The logic is to govern by consensus as much as possible. 
· 
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