Class Notes #1
1. Occult: something hidden, usually in terms of knowledge except for people who’ve been trained in that knowledge
· Ex: kosher symbol

2. Magic (k): 2 kinds: 
a. Sleight of hand: entertainment, “hand quicker than eye”
b. Supernatural, unexplained events/practices & occurrences
· Any advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic (k) where we don’t understand technology
· Science says magic is a force & you can’t destroy the matter but can only transmit it
· Magic (k) allows us to change/manipulate the forces we can’t see & all in intention of person using force
· Amoral, neither good nor bad; don’t use black, white magic= comes from racist colonial discourse
· Magic (k) Invented by Alistar to differentiate from energy, ESP, occult & entertainment
· Mage, Magi: greatest wise man that manipulates magic, mostly men from stigma of witch hunts

3. 5 Types of Witchcraft:
1. Anthropological witchcraft  do strange things on earth (cursing, spells) 
-Witch doctor called shaman who masters or guides spirits
2. Historical witchcraft  hunting of witches & burning them 
-Women are called witches and men are called Warlocks (waer loga – oath breakers)
3. Religious witchcraft  self identified, practice Pre-Christianity, walking away from Judaism & Islam. 
- Wicca is the religion, and women and men are called witches
4. Feminists/goddess worship/Political witchcraft  models of women that aren’t controlled by men, nothing to do with religion. 
5. Saints witchcraft /Satanism (neo-satanism)  

· Witch  Female, they never chose the title; usually people call them that, they get their power from evil. 
· Sorcerer (ess): Male or female, it comes from a Latin word (sorce) and it means fate, these people try to bend and effect fate, they do it through books (easy child birth) 
· Magician (Wizard): Males, study occulted knowledge, employed by nobles, more good than bad; serve payers

4. Ritual 
· Ritual actions (religious rituals = kneeling when praying); *all rituals are not religiously based
· Capital R rituals: prayers including bending on your mat/bowing down/etc. 
· Actions agreed upon by whatever group (religious, culture, social) in religious rituals
· *Routinized: something that has become routine (EX: salaam walcum, walcum salaam); can become routinized even if not related to religion (cat lady ex)

5. Culture: shared beliefs &/or practices among group of people; not biologically programmed but through social constructions  race, religion, language, nationality, etc

Cosmology, mythology, axiology
1. Myth-ology: (come from greek word) = sacred stories - religion
Myth: mythology commonly used to describe something false however it means the opposite  sacred origin narratives
· Muthos: many levels of interpretations; literal word of God;; as society changes, interpretation/meaning change
· Logos: Clear/concrete, literal; unambiguous; book
· Understood & believed as true and real to the people of that faith
· Do not read in face level (EX: truly study/understand Quran – you need to study/understand medieval Arabic) 

2. Cosmology = Cosmos=world & ology = study of worldviews = how you view the world
Cosmology: Study of word view through study of their sacred mythology/secular mythology (diff interpretation)
· In other words, takes sacred text and sees worldviews
· Ex. Baptist, Mormon, catholic, etc.
· Written or oral narratives 
· How we frame our lives, what we eat, human views, living things, what it means to each person, what's sacred, time, death 
· World view says: 1) all human life is sacred 2) Everything living is sacred
· This is where you get subsets of religions 
· Sacred mythology “all life is sacred” 

3. Axiology – value systems; moral or immorality 
· Derived from earth’s axis (centre) 
· Represents core statements & value systems
· Related to & implements world views
· Understanding your core values, what’s important & right keep you a good person; ur worldview tells u ur values
· People can agree on sacred myth, but worldview/axiology will be different (even if from same religion/cast/etc.) 
1. Taboo: things considered wrong & not accepted and people will recoil when you do it; comes from cosmology

Atheist: Still a religion cause you believe nothing beyond humans – values based on that. 
Myth: all life sacred 
Cosmology: what is life? What is included? Humans or more? Plants? Things with no faces? Grass? Rocks? Rivers? Air (fire deaths/pollution)? = diff categories 
Axiology: values; what should you do? 

- Example: Abortion
· Mythology: god creates all life; life is important – what is life? Sperm/egg? When it breaths?
· Cosmology: god makes life when sperm meets egg
· Axiology: therefore abortion is murder

2. Legend: understood to explain local phenomenon (why colder @ night?); deliver a message & offer teachings
· Not sacred & not a religious teaching; stories about smaller things

3. Folk Tales – MARCHEN (German word) – not true with small teaching
· Always contain “once upon a time”, “long long ago” & ends with “happily ever after” 
· Not real/cautionary tales that ple don’t believe even though it teaches something 
· EX: Red riding hood – little girls should not go in the woods alone (wolf is dangerous) 

Immanent & Transcendent – where is God supposed to be located? – Changes with people
· Immanent location : internal, embedded in world; holy area where holy people live (monks on mountains) 
· Transcendent: located outside of world (external); above, away, not embedded
· God primarily transcendent but can be immanent 

Quasi Mystical Occult Figures (decoding occult practitioners):
Classic European Image:
1. Witch (male = warlock):
· Female, bad, evil, old; can appear young (glamour spell), unmarried; didnt choose 2 b witch but accused
· women easily & more tempted by Satan & powers given by Satan; 
· Christian notion that Satan is just as powerful as god; Judaism ascribes that Lucifer is just a fallen angel.
· Zoroastrain belief: small religion; cosmology believes world is best when divine good & divine bad are “even/balanced”  too much good is bad, vice versa
· Women accused of greatest social fears of patriarchy
· Poisoning animals, killing crops, stealing penises, putting them in trees
· Women were hung & killed because of these accusations being accused of stealing penises 
· Protestant vs Catholics drove accusations for 100s of years of each other being the devil
· Warlock came from Anglo Saxon “waer loga” = “oath breaker”; No one wanted to be an oath breaker

2. Wizard/Magicians:
· Mostly good & prestige in being a wizard
· Male, old, powerful from study/knowledge  Self-proclamation (chosen career path); not poor (some1 take care of you while u study)
· Studied “evil magic” to learn how to undo them & “good magic” = took time, that’s why old
· How to read the clues God threw in the world (stars, bumps on forehead, reading hands) 

3. Sorcerer/Sorceress:
· Male & female, age doesn’t matter; good or bad; specialized knowledge; could be applied or self-proclaimed
· Cause & effect type of magic
· Knowledge or power from SORC – their faith & they’re reading/interpreting faith (ex: tarot cards)
·  “Cook book” magic: book of spells (love spells); trying to influence fate (No shame/evil – just helping your faith)
· St. Gineforth (city): lessened child birth pain (prayed w fabric); priest (noble one) almost had whole village put to death but realized: 
· folk tale: dog kill snake from attacking baby; killed dog cuz 1st thought dog try to hurt baby then found snake
· Gyspy = insult (gypsed = stolen); women of Europe = just like I got jewed






















Stein and Stein: Chapter 1
Anthropology: study of humans usually in small groups or community over long period of time
Holism: studying human societies as systematic sums of their parts as integrated wholes; 4 fields:
1. Physical- human biology and evolution
2. Archaeology- physical and cultural remains
3. Linguistics- study of language
4. Cultural- human societies and culture

Ethnography: Descriptive study of human society
Ethnographers: a person who produces an ethnography
Ethnographic present: speaking /writing about cultures in present tense although what’s described might not exist 
Etic Analysis: study of society using concepts that were developed outside of culture 
Ethnocentrism: using your own society as a base to judge
Emic Analysis: study of society through eyes of people being studies
Cultural relativism: describe and understand but don't judge

God Module: A part of the temporal lobe that is associated with religious experiences
Supernatural: Entities & actions that transcend the natural world of cause and effect
Divination: Supernatural techniques for obtaining info about things unknown, including things that will happen in the future
Sacred: An attitude wherein the subject or object is set apart from the normal, everyday world & is entitled to reverence + respect
Positivism: philosophy that emphasizes empiricism, or observing & measuring, saying only real knowledge is scientific knowledge & any knowledge beyond that is impossible

Defining religion:
1) Operant: define our terms so they’re observable & measurable = therefore, can be studied
2) Analytic: way religion manifests itself or is expressed
3) Functional: Role that religion plays socially & psychologically
4) Essentialist: What essential nature of religion is, beyond nature
- People attempt to define religion in order to:
1. Provide comfort/hope
2. Bring people together
3. Provide a moral code

Theoretical Approaches
1. Evolutionary Approach: focus on questions of when & how religion began & developed through time
· Late 1800s Edward Tylor concluded that all human beings have a belief in spiritual beings
· Primitive people: ghost/spirits; civilized people: gods/souls
· Animism: belief in ghosts and spirit
· Animatism: belief in impersonal supernatural force

2. Marxist Approach: religion is constructed by powerful people, to divert people from the misery of their lives
· 1800s by Karl Marx
· Way to get people to go along with capitalist structure & means of compensation
3. Functional Approach: based on role that religion plays in society; what does religion do?
- Key Concept: idea of Collective Conscious: set of beliefs shared by members of a social group that functions to limit the natural selfishness of individuals and promote social cooperation
- Emile Durkheim: Sanctions designed to keep people in line but weren’t enough
- Radcliffe-Brown: For society to survive certain feelings need to be encouraged into people’s minds
- Bronislaw Malinowski: Religion is a purpose in meeting basic human needs; 
- Magic is a system in which people turn to in times of stress & provides certainty in uncertain situations

4. Interpretive Approach: make sense of cultural systems by studying meaning 
· Religion is a cluster of symbols that provides a charter for a cultures’ ideas, values, & way of life
- Clifford Geertz “culture is a text to be read...in which anthropologists can read meaning”
- Religious symbols establish very powerful moods/feelings & help explain human existence by giving it meaning
- Max Weber: Verstehen: understanding the other’s point of view

5. Psychosocial Approach: study of religion concerned w/ relationship btw culture vs psychology & society vs individual
- Sigmund Freud: I hate X therefore you hate X
- Universality of Religion; Humans seek patterns
- We see mind and body as two separate things
- We receive information that allows us to build constructs of religion

Theory of mind: religion is by-product of functioning of evolution of human brain= Brain creates new realities 
 Infers purpose, goals, intention, design throughout the universe












Stein and Stein: Chapter 2: Mythology
- Worldview is expressed through stories
Myths
· Factual, supernatural, sacred, human or non human, remote past or another world
· Sacred stories of origin and humankind
· Existence and activities of gods and spirits
· Origin of human traditions, Nature of death and illness
· How to behave, distinguish from good and evil
· Recount real historical events, Provide a basis for religious beliefs and practices

Written or Oral
1. Written: Stable through time & Changes deliberately through translations or interpretations
2. Oral: Recited and performed by specialist; unconsciously altered; Long and complex

Interpreting myths
1. Functional analysis: Myths seen as forces that help to maintain society
2. Structural analysis: Focuses on underlying structure of myths
3. Psychoanalytic analysis: Symbolically expressing unconscious wishes

Common themes
· Who we are, why we are here, what is out relationship to the world
1. Birth metaphor: World born from a god or goddess or by creation out of chaos
2. Trickster Myths
a. Part human, part animal
b. Adventure seekers, pleasure seeker
c. Lazy, dishonest, impulsive
d. Responsible for creating or bringing into the world many elements
3. Hero myths: Stories about culture heroes who, thru knowledge & mastery of skills, bring  marvelous results
4. Apocalyptic myths: Destruction of the world, an apocalypse; ex: Floods, past and future apocolypse
Stories
Myths: Factual, supernatural, sacred, human or non human, remote past or another world
Folktales: Secular, not sacred, meant to entertain, supernatural elements, a moral, independent of time and space
Legends: True, recent past, may or may not have supernatural, can be sacred or secular
Urban legends: Really happened, contemporary, friend of a friend





Encyclopedia "Goddess"
· Also known as Great Goddess or Great Mother; 
· Main focus for neo pagans, wiccans, & dianics
· Female empowerment
· Oldest worshiped: The Earth Mother (Gaia=ancient greek earth goddess), does not rule the world, she is the world we live on & we are her creatures
· Goddess is “present within” = meaning, she is IN the world, present in nature & human nature
· From 35,000 B.C.E.- 4000 B.C.E. Goddess was supreme, Old Europe, Idyllic period
· Around 4000 B.C.E., warrior nomad invasion by destroying Goddess, or ask to move
· Beginning of Patriarchy
· Earth Mother today
· Goddess described as “dark, nurturing mother who brings forth all life” on Earth (Godess’ body)  & empowers her devotees
· 3 stages of female life cycle; she is triple goddess; she is ___
1. Waning moon: the crove, wise woman
2. Full moon: mature woman, mother, birther
3. Waxing moon: adolescent, Maiden


[bookmark: _GoBack]Encyclopedia "Reconstructing Celtic Spirituality in Europe
· Pagan groups now were invented out of nothing
· neo pagan groups 1st viewed as imaginative reaction against materialism or Christianity (created to continue older traditions); 
· European view as continuation of native tradition similar to New American groups (Sun Bear Tribe) open to all races “r latest manifestation of native tradition of pagans before colonization”
· Reasserting Pagan tradition is bringing back beliefs that exist in background of modern life
· Europe is filled & embedded with reminders of the Pagan past w/ shrines, temples, statues
· Place names with indigenous deities  The Coliseum in Rome
· Pagan tradition continues with respect to Goddess Brigid in Christian forms = superstitious

Paganism and neo-Paganism
· Religious outlook that is nature venerating & recognizes divine being, gods, goddesses
· Modern pagans live intelligently in accordance with nature; nature seen as god sometimes
· Have strong sense of spirit in place that has strong significance for ple in that place











Encyclopedia "The Ritual Year"
Wheel of the year – depended on where you were living
1. Estbat: Working circle of a coven that’s timed w/ moon (followed by circle dance & chance)
· After circle & god/ess invokeddance/chant to raise Cone of Powerleader release spell for job hunt or successful pregnancy, or safe passage of dead person
· magical work grow in waxing moon & leave in waning moon; farmers need 2 guide w planting & geld
· Waxing (magic ^^) & Waning (moon leaves) phases believed 2 have great influence on magical working

2. Sabbat: Seasonal activity to enact theology of season
· Modern witches gather in circle to celebrate major seasonal rituals or all 8 festivals (Wheel of the Year) & worship Summer or Winter king
· Folk festivals, parades, mask wearing
· Circle casted & god/ess are invoked/emboded in person of some leader 

3. Midwinter/ Yule: Christmastime best known/most celebrated cuz Christian Church adopted as Jesus’ bday
· Yule & New years are seasons for divination cuz time of great change, customs
· Yule Tree signifies the World Tree which unites to the Otherworld
· In Modern pagan, beliefs recognizes 2 gods: Summer & Winter gods 

4. Brigid/ Candlemas/ Imbolg: Feb 2 = Purification of Virgin Mary
· Halfway between winter solstice and vernal equinox (longer days)
· Rome considers feb 2nd as purification & spring housecleaning time
· 40 day ritual after child birth & Candlemas (church festival) w/ candles to bless coming year
· Spring mating of god & goddess

5. Vernal Equinox/ Ostara: March 21
· Ostara named after a Teutonic Goddess known as Eostre (legendary for their eggs = decorated) 
· Vernal/spring equinox: Celebrating death & resurrection of many mythologies
· Fertility; decorated eggs
· Lady’s Day: 1st Easter on march 25th; celebrates aspect of young God rising w/ first planting & young shoots & his bond w/ the lady; completes circle of incarnation

6. Beltane/ Mayday: May 1st
· Ritual Beginning of summer & end of winter & in Celtic calendar, ½ New Year Days
· New Years is time when spirit beings enter normal world; ideal time for witchcraft & faery folk

7. Midsummer/ Litha: June 21st
· Summer solstice, midsummer's night
· Described as rolling flaming wheel down a hill; recorded throughout middle ages 

8. Lammas/ Lughnassad: August 1st
· Celebrates First harvest, beginning of Autumn; 
· Named after Celtic sun or tribal god Lugh (initiated holiday as funeral games for foster mom)
· Lugh: important god in Ireland & parts of British Isle;
· Lammas/loaf mass: Christianized name for special bread offered in church

9. Harvest/ Mabon: September 21
· Grain harvest for most Europe; September known as “Holy Month”
· Departure of grain god to otherworld
· Important cuz twin blessing of bread & beer can’t be underestimated; food source 4 rural popul

10. Samhain/ Halloween/ All Hallow's Eve
· Oct 31 maintains many Pagan characteristics & rituals
· 2nd Celtic New Year = Samonios = beginning of dark half of year
· Veil between worlds is thinnest; Folk & ghosts walk among the living; Jack o Lantern, trick/ treat
· Its Witch’s Holiday & intrusion of Otherworld brings knowledge thru divination & ghosts of dead







































ENCYCLOPEDIA SUMMARIES:
Encyclopedia "Goddess"
· Female empowerment
· Main focus of rituals for neo-pagans
· Oldest worshiped: The Earth Mother (Gaia), does not rule the world, she is the world
· From 35,000 B.C.E.- 4000 B.C.E. Goddess was supreme, Old Europe, Idyllic period
· Around 4000 B.C.E., warrior nomad invasion Either destroyed Goddess, or asked to move
· Beginning of Patriarchy
· Earth Mother today
· 3 stages of female life cycle
1. Waning moon: the crove, wise woman
2. Full moon: mature woman, mother, birther
3. Waxing moon: adolescent, Maiden

Encyclopedia "Reconstructing Celtic Spirituality in Europe
· Pagan groups now were invented out of nothing
· Euro perspective say they are the latest manifestation of native tradition of pagans before colonization
· Reasserting Pagan tradition is simply bringing back beliefs that exist in the background of modern life
· Europe is filled with reminders of the Pagan past
· Shrines, temples, statues
· Place names with indigenous deities

Paganism and neo-Paganism
· Religious outlook that is nature venerating and recognizes divine being, gods, goddesses
· Living intelligently in accordance with nature

Encyclopedia "The Ritual Year"
Wheel of the year - Solstices & equinoxes
1. Estbat: timed with the moon
· Working circle of a coven
· Cast circle and dance or chant

2. Sabbat: Seasonal
· Folk festivals, parades, mask wearing
· Modern witches gather in circle, worship Summer or Winter king

3. Midwinter/ Yule: Christmastime
· Modern pagan, summer and winter gods are recognized

4. Brigid/ Candlemas/ Imbolg: Feb 2
· Halfway between winter solstice and vernal equinox
· Spring mating of god and goddess
5. Vernal Equinox/ Ostara: March 21
· Fertility, decorated eggs
· Celebrating death and resurrection
6. Beltane/ Mayday: May 1st
· Beginning of summer, end of winter 
· New Year
· Veil between worlds grow thin, spirits enter from the otherworld

7. Midsummer/ Litha: June 21st
· Summer solstice, midsummer's night

8. Lammas/ Lughnassad: August 1st
· First harvest, beginning of Autumn

9. Harvest/ Mabon: September 21
· Grain harvest
· Departure of grain god to otherworld

10. Samhain/ Halloween/ All Hallow's Eve
· 2nd Celtic New Year
· End of summer, beginning of dark half of the year
· Veil between worlds is thinnest
· Folk and ghosts walk among the living
· Jack o Lantern, trick or treat








