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Identification: 
The astonishing type of religious tradition I chose was a Christian one. The denomination of this church was Orthodox Cathedral. Cathedral means that this specific church has a seat or a bench for the bishop; therefore, serving as the central episcopate or conferences. The name of the place of worship I attended was St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral; it is located at 2975 Riverside Dr; Ottawa, ON K1V 6N1. The service I attended the Great Vespers on Saturday. 

Building:
What you see first is the tall pointed domes rising from the roof of this church with crosses on each dome. The colors of the domes and the crosses are both golden, but the crosses have a richer color. The exterior of this beautifully designed church is made with an off-white modern-looking bricks; also the main entrance is facing Mooney’s bay lake. From the outside of this building you could definitely tell it is a religious institution from the various domes and the crosses on top of it. When I first entered the church from its square-shaped wooden doors, I was amazed by how calming and beautiful it was. The color of the walls inside the church was white, but with paintings all over the walls of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary. The Character I recognized was Jesus Christ and Mary, but there were many others I do not recognize unfortunately. There was a red flag hanging on top of the altar with the phrase Jesus raised in Arabic. The organization of the benches was in four groups separated by a purple carpet leading to the Altar. The altar has a purple carpet as well with paintings of Jesus Christ and the Holy Mary as well. There is an arched door leading to a backstage area where the entry to this specific area seemed restricted to Pastors only. While peeking through the arched door to this religious restricted area I saw wooden table in the middle surrounded with paintings of Jesus Christ and others.  As one would expect, the crosses where distributed in the church with all shapes and colors, but mainly golden. The paintings and the crosses in the church enriched the religious experience, in my opinion. All in all, This Cathedral church is absolutely stunning and the marvel of architecture.  

Congregation:
There were around 80 people or less present at the Great Vesper service, and I would say the majority of them were men; perhaps with a 70-30 ratio. The majority of the congregation was middle aged with some elderly, ranging from 30-70 I believe. A few of the children that were present wore vestments and did participate. Since the Lebanese immigrants founded this church, there were a considerable number of Lebanese among the Congregation. It seemed that the part of the congregation is to mainly sing only and if they wish to help with the communion. 

Leadership: 
The leader’s name was Pastor Ghattas Hajal. He was a male, approximately in his late 70’s. I know he is the leader because I have asked about him after the service, but it would be difficult for someone else to distinguish since the other Pastors wore similar vestments. Another Pastors lead various things, for instance one Pastor lead the chanting group, and another lead and guided a few young children. 

Service: 
I met an acquaintance outside the church before the service and he was kind enough to tell me briefly about the history of this church, and explained to me the differences between Pastors, Reverends and fathers. When I entered the church I sat close the door because I did not want to be perceived as the outsider or do something, for instance I tried to be as quiet as possible while I was at the church, for instance I tried suppressing all coughs and sneezes I had. Not long after I sat, the pastor stood in the altar and started the service. He stated that we will focus on verses from Psalm, which I presumed it is from the Holy Bible. Also, I was definitely shocked when I heard Arabic phrases! Being born and raised in Saudi Arabia definitely gave me the impression that Arabic is for Islam only; similarly, like Muhammad Ali and the phrase “The Greatest” they must go together. However, I learned and realized that just as much there are Non-Arab speaking Muslims, there are as much Arab-speaking non-Muslims. 
Moreover, the Pastor started walking while holding a thurible and a three heads candle with a picture of Jesus. Soon after the Pastor finished patrolling around the church, another party in the second floor started chanting. However, I noticed that the majority of this group was women and they seemed to me that they are more experienced. Additionally, People started walking to the Pastor and kissing a picture of Jesus Christ; also they were doing the trinity prayer just before the picture and some of them were wearing vestments. In addition, a group of pastors came out from the altar, toured the church, and walked between the benches while holding numerous things. I identified the Thurible and the three heads candle holder; however, I could not understand two objects: the first one was a box covered by piece of clothing, and the other thing was a long stick with a golden statue on it. Also, when the group of Pastors came across the people they bowed. But It seemed that they bowed; however, not all of them. After the tour they headed to the rear end of the church and faced the wall while still chanting verses from the bible I believe, and that was the end of this wonderful service. What seemed to be an hour was definitely one of the best experiences in my life. 
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