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1st Reader Response
Agatha Christie’s “The Witness for the Prosecution”

Why Romaine Heilger depicts an empowering female character:

In her stories Agatha Christie introduced a variety of strong female characters. “There are a remarkable number of strong female characters in Christie's books, and only a very few of them are depicted negatively. Efficient, practical, and competent [...] these women, however briefly they pass through the stories, are essentially admirable types“ (Vipond 119). In “The Witness for the Prosecution”, this is evident in the depiction of Romaine Heilger.
The character of Romaine Heilger is introduced rather late in the story; still she quickly becomes an important, if not essential, part of the plot. What is most striking about her character is the fact that she is, unlike many other female characters in literature at that period of time, not at any point of the story dependent on a man. She was married once but left her husband and is now in a relationship with Leonard Vole, a rather unusual concept, suggesting that she is independent and able to make decisions on her own as well as being in a relationship on her own terms. 
Moreover, she takes the solving of the case into her own hands, further reinforcing her independency. She is fully aware of Vole being guilty and comes up with an ingenious intrigue that fools everyone in and outside of court, even including the sophisticated Mr. Mayherne. Especially the way she manages to completely deceive Mr. Mayherne, a solicitor and the male lead character in the story is an empowering element of the story, as his intelligence appears to be inferior to hers. This, however, is illustrated as an admirable feature of hers as her behaviour does not lead to Mayherne feeling intimidated or threatened by her but rather perceiving her as “an extraordinary woman” (Christie .                                                                                                 
Furthermore, in order for a person to successfully carry out such a scam, it requires not only a high level of intelligence and artistic talent, but also a lot strength and bravery. These character traits especially become apparent in her attitude towards society. She sticks to her decisions about not staying with her husband and living as a mistress, even though this is perceived as „admittedly liv[ing] an immoral life“ (Christie .                                                                    
Thus, deduced from her behaviour and actions throughout the story, Romaine represents a highly diverse character, not only is she strong and brave but also extremely intelligent and talented, which is, in my opinion, a refreshing depiction of a woman in a genre rather dominated mostly by men. 
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