In “A Water of Words: Litigating and Negotiating Nature in Eastern James Bay, 1971-75” Carlson argues that the legal and political process of the construction of the dams in the James Bay area effected the Cree’s environmental context that once made sense to them. The battle began when the Cree filled an injunction to stop the construction; a few days later, it was overturned.  The political negations ensued shortly after.
Carlson supports his thesis by stating that the litigation process affected the way that the Cree would be able to explain their environmental and cultural bond. He further elaborates his point by explaining that they were faced with the difficult challenge of explaining their unique relationship with the land within an inelastic political context; the questions that they were asked in court were limited to ones that would only show their physically dependency and did not pertain to trying to demonstrate the cultural dependency of the land. Billy Diamond, who was chief of the village from the Rupert House was asked to identify his hunting grounds and trap lines. The same line of questioning was used with the other natives in hopes to demonstrate that they occupied a big part of the land; and slowly, their life was being understood by the court as mere statistical facts. 
Experts such as anthropologist were brought in to help better the court’s understanding of the history that the Cree have with the area. The author asserts that the experts were able to quantify the living pattern of the Cree.  A different set of experts such as geologist and biologists were asked to testify and they admitted that with more knowledge of the area, it could be managed but it would be an arduous task.  Carlson argues that these witnesses exclude the Cree’s knowledge of the area. He claimed that the Cree’s lawyer understood how the Cree would be affected by the construction, but was unable to articulate this is court. Thus, the environmental context of the case had begun to dissipate.
After months of hearings, the agreement was signed and finalized in November of 1975. However, although the Cree came to an agreement, Carlson asserts that it changed the Cree community. The JBNQA affected the Cree community both physically and socially. It divided the land and some of the Cree were forced to move their trap lines to a different location because of the construction. It affected them social because they become involved in politics to protect their politic status and ensure that they receive everything they agreed in the JBNQA. This new political status brought a political language with them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Carlson uses a variety of sources which are mostly comprised of books and quotation from experts during the court hearing. He uses a variety of authors such as politicians, university professors   as well as expert anthropologist to provide a melee of unbiased facts. He also uses authors like Billy diamond, one of the previous Cree chiefs to provide a better understanding of the Cree cultural and environmental relationship with the James Bay area, therefore proving to be an effective source to support his thesis. 







