Theo 206 – Lesson 1

Reading Notes

· The first centuries of the Christian tradition is called the Patristic Period.
· It is the period where the fathers (petres) did pioneering work in turning the Christian movement into a self-assured religious, social and intellectual force.
· The Patristic Period behinds roughly around 100 of the common era (C.E.) and follows the life and work of Jesus’s immediate followers.
· The Patristic Period ends with Constantine (306-337).
· The year 800 makes room for all the different views on when the Patristic Period ends. 
· The formative Christian period was traditionally called “the age of the fathers” and designates a certain segment in time and also a kind of literacy production. 
· Writers were interested in the emergence of a mainstream institution, the church and studied the period of time called “church history”
· As early as the 2nd century the term khristianismos , which was then translated to the term Christianity, refers to the way of life of the Christians vs that of the Jews and the Greeks.
· Previous centuries were satisfied with written testimonies but today we have several other tools to learn more about Christianity, example archaeology and the interpretation of iconography.  
· For Jews and Christians the early 4th century marked a separation between the two religious traditions. Before investigation of the Patristic Period relied on the study of both Christian and Jewish origins.

Study Notes

The Christian Bible
Christianity is the faith based on Jesus Christ’s:
· life
· teachings
· death
· resurrection and ascension into heaven
 
Jesus lived some 2000 years ago.

The Christian Bible contains:
· Old Testament (OT) + apocrypha/deutero-canonical books
· New Testament (NT): 27 books, including 4 Gospels (“good news”)
· Gospels were written some 40-50 years after Jesus’s death



Methods of Bible Interpretation

These methods include:
· Historical critical method
· Literal method
· Allegorical method
· Mystical method
· Moral method

The most widespread with scholars today is the  historical critical method  which looks at:
· historical context
· intended audience of the author (Jewish audience? Greek?)
· desired effect of the author (convert people? Convey a message of salvation? Teach a moral?)

The Gospels	
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	The first 3 gospels are the synoptic gospel (taken from the word seen together.) These are the gospels of Mathew (Mt)  Mark (Mk)  and Luke (Lk) . 

	These gospels look similar in context. The gospel of Mathew and Luke are based on an earlier gospel the gospel of Mark. A source they refer to as Q (German word quelle = source) Mathew and Luke have used the earlier version of the gospel of Mark, that no one has seen yet but scholars hope to find, as a source of their writing. 

The gospel of Mathew targets Jewish Christian audience . He is presented as second Moses and messiah.  The fact that the author was familiar with who Moses was and familiar with notion of messiah, proves that its targeting a particular audience.

The gospel of Luke targets as a non-jewish audience. Speaks in more universal terms. He had to explain who Moses was because the audience was not familiar with it.

The Gospel of John (Jn) (4th gospel):

Jesus is the eternal Son and Logos (or Word) of God, the incarnate God on Earth.
There are also apocryphal (or secret) gospels attributed to Thomas, Peter, Mary Magdalene, Philip, and even Judas – most of them come from Gnostic circles and are later.

The evangelists, along with their symbols in iconography from the Book of Kells (image), are:

Matthew the Evangelist, symbolized by a man, to represent the human nature of Christ.
Mark the Evangelist, symbolized by a lion, to represent Christ as king.
Luke the Evangelist, symbolized by a bull or a calf, to represent Christ as sacrifice and as priest.
John the Evangelist, symbolized by an eagle, to represent the Christ as God.

[image: ]

[image: ]



Jesus’s Ministry

Miracles of Jesus.

· Miracles today are seen as a suspension of natural laws.
· How does the bible understand miracles? During his ministry Jesus performed miracles, miracles are seen as the sign of the presence of god. Jesus talks about it as the kingdom of good, a glimpse into the better world. 

[image: ]Jesus talks about these miracles by referring to the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of god is a NEW reality where there is equality, no suffering, no pain. Scholars looking at what Jesus said as a tension as already here and not yet realized. The kingdom of god is already here it is present in what jesus is doing (in his healing of the blind and the sick). However, there are miracles where the justice of jesus is being shown but we still see a lot of injustice around (in today’s world). This tension is that we have a taste of this new reality but we don’t have a full taste of it. This full realization of the kingdom of god is not gonna come right now, we still have some time to go. 
[image: ]

Prayer our father Mt- chapter 6 version 9 NOT YET VIEW.

	Prayer says “thy kingdom come” which means that the kingdom is not yet here.



Jesus’s incounter with John’s desciples NOW VIEW.
[image: ]
Are you really the messiah? Jesus replies look at my miracles. Look at what happens when I perform such miracles. Regular reality is somewhat suspended and a new reality is present. 
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Note: PDF of texts can be found on the
reading page of this lesson.

Source: The Bible Gateway
hitp://vww.biblegateway.com).
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After Jesus's Death and Resurrection

= Acts of the Apostles (author Luke), Paul's Letters, the other letters of the
New Testement.

= Jesus's ascension to heaven is followed by the descent of the Holy Spirit
at the Pentecost (Acts 2)

= Paul’s attempts to convert both Jews and Gentiles to Christianity

= Anti-Christian feelings among Jews which led to anti-Jewish feelings
2mong the early Christians

= The new message Christianity proposes: salvation is by faith (not by
circumcision, says Paul)
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Sequence of events

1. Jesus returs to Jerusalem. Has Last Supper with his disciples
2. Judas betrays Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, Jesus is arrested

3. At the trail Caiaphas, the high priest, asks Jesus if he is Christ (or
the Messiah) and Jesus answers: "You have said 50", thus
answering in the affirmative

4. Caiaphas and the other priests see this declaration as blasphemy
against God

Roman authorities are asked to crucify Jesus

6. The crucifixion occurs some time between 27-33 CE
(apparent end of the story)

7. Resurrection: women visit the tomb; Jesus's appearances;

women's presence witnesses to the historical truth in ciaims of
Jesus's resurrection
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Jesus’s Radical Ethics

% An important question: Is Jesus the Messiah?
G . 1

Jesus reluctantly apples this |
it to himself because of
misunderstandings.

At the Transfiguration
(witnessed by three disciples)
Moses and Eljah appear to seal
the fact that Jesus is the.
Messizh.

i
|
J

g

+ touched lepers and a bieeding woman to heal them
+ wekcomed women 25 discles
s , + extended the command against acutery to adutery none’s heart
| Jesus’s + preached "tum the other cheek” (as opposed to "an eye for an eye”)
~ Ethics and - taugnt love your enemies
% Teachings = proposed love is for God and for one’s neighbor
1 + offered forgiveness to those who repented
= challenged the interpretation of the Mosaic law (generally NOT the law itself)
+ challenged the Jewish authorities |
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The Life and Teachings of Jesus Report An Issue v Questions/Comments
Biblical Prophecies

= Jesus was bor In the year 0 of the Common Era = Jesus's parents: Mary and Joseph.
(CE) (this s the secular alternative to AD (Anno.

) = The gospels tell us about Jesus’s birth,
L then an episode at age 12, and his lfe around the.
= There are Old Testament prophecies about the 2geof 30

Messizh being born in Bethienem.
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(cont'd)

John the Baptist

=

An important character, was Jesus's forerunner and he.

baptized peaple for the forgiveness of their sins.

Jesus’s baptism by John has been seen as:
= Consecration to God as the Messiah.

= John publicly announcing that the Messiah has
arrived.

= Jesus identifies himself with sinful humanity.

After the baptism:
= Jesus undergoes a 40-day retreat in the desert
before starting his ministry.
= Jesus then begins to gather his first disciples:
‘Simon, Peter, Andrew, James and John.

= The emphasis of Jesus's ministry is on a spiritual
ife.

Left: The Baptsm o Jesus Cvist.
Paining by Pieco dela Francescs, 1449
(Source: National Galery (Landor) and Wikipedia)
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Miracles are seen
as signs of the
presence of the

Kingdom of God

= tuning water into wine

= healing the sick

= restoring lfe to the dead

= casting devils out of the.
possessed

= multiplication of bread

‘The kingdorn is "already” here,
but "not yet” fully realized.
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Texts supporting the "Not Yet” view
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3 Our Father”
s or “The Lord's Prayer)
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