Chapter 1: Crime in Canada 

Current Context
· Psychology is interested in intra-individual differences: variations in criminal conduct within an individual across time as well as inter individual differences: variations in criminal conduct between individuals
· Sociological explanation regarding such factors as age, gender, and social class provide some insight into groups of individuals
· E.g. youngers males are more likely to engage in criminal behavior, and crime decreases with increased age
· Prisoners tend to be less well educated and have poorer employment histories
· However, not all young males commit crimes and highly educated citizens have been known to commit crimes
· Offenders comprise a particularly heterogeneous group, such that aggregate age-crime data conceal the distinct trajectories of widely different offenders
· About 70% of offenders follow the age crime curve, with only a few maintaining criminal activity well into adulthood
· Crime desistance: the cessation of criminal behavior, most often described as a process of change rather than an instantaneous event 
· a psychological explanation considers the factors that might influence criminal behavior (both crime acquisition and cessation)
· Personal, Interpersonal and Community Reinforced model (PIC-R)
· This model deposits that criminal behavior reflects the immediate situation in that factors combine to influence a decision to engage in criminal behavior
· The decision is further influenced by attitudes supportive of crime, a history of criminal behavior, a balance of the costs and rewards for crime, and the presence of social supports for crime
· Highlights the contribution of community, interpersonal, personal, and consequences
· It is an integrative and situational model of criminal behavior that recognized both historical and immediate factors
· Cognitive social learning theory: a learning theory of crime that attends to both social and cognitive factors as well as behavior 

Definition of Crime
· Variety of factors have been used to define crime and in part explain when certain behaviors may be viewed as criminal
· Motivation, opportunity, politics, social convention, and context
· Types of definitions typically include legal, moral, social, and psychological explananaitons 
· Bartol and Bartol (2008)
· Criminal behavior refers to intentional behavior that violates a criminal code; intentional in that it did not occur accidentally or without justification of excuse
· Any definition of crime must conceded that there are inter-cultural variations regarding normative and acceptable behavior and that acceptable norms change over time (abortion laws)

Determinants of Crime
· Useful strategy to empirically identify determinants of crime is through meta-analysis: quantitative method of combining the results of independent studies and synthesizing summaries and conclusions that may be used to detect and evaluate trends
· Less biased in that they provide a quantitative estimate of the importance of the results rather than a narrative interpretation by the author
· Now considered the standard for reviewing the literature
· Statistical techniques exists to allow differences between groups to be converted to a Pearson correlation coefficient ®, permitting a common metric for easily understanding the relative importance of independent variables

First and Second Order Correlates of Criminal Conduct
· Central Eight: the eight most strongly identified risk factors, as identified through meta analysis 
· Big Four: proposed as the major causal variables in the analysis of the criminal behavior of individuals
1. History of antisocial behavior
2. Antisocial personality pattern
3. Antisocial cognition
4. Antisocial associates
5. Family and/or marital
6. School and/or work
7. Leisure and/or recreation
8. Substance abuse 
· Minor risk factors: risk factors with very weak association with criminal behavior 
· Major risk factors are considered first order correlates of crime
· Moderate Risk Factors: those that are part of the central eight but are not major correlates
· some risk factors (antisocial history, seriousness of crime) are static: they cannot change, whereas others (antisocial cognition, substance abuse) can change and are referred to as dynamic risk factors

Impact of Risk and Need Model of Criminal Conduct
· most provinces (excluding Quebec) use variants of either the Wisconsin model or the Level of Service Inventory 
· the federal correction system, Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) uses an Offender Intake Assessment based on the Wisconsin model
· recently refined and renamed as a Dynamic Factor Identification Analysis

Role of Substance Abuse
· moderate risk factor
· modest effect sizes through intervention
· the use of drugs or alcohol is related to different types of violent crime, with alcohol being more related to interpersonal conflict (assaults, homicide) and drugs being related to more acquisitive violence (robbery)
· substance abuse has also been uniquely implicated for sexual offenders, where rapists and child molesters report higher level of alcohol consumption than non sexually violent offenders 


Federal and Provincial Corrections
· federal corrections: the federal used to describe correctional agencies for offenders serving two or more years. Includes prisons and parole officers in every region of the country
· more data pertaining to federal correction is available than provincial corrections because of the existence of a national electronic dataset
· young offender services, including pre trial supervision, community and custody sentences, and extrajudicial sanctions programs, are the responsibility of provincial governments
· provincial jails also act as remand centres, so some offenders awaiting trial, who might be subsequently found guilty and sentenced, will eventually be transferred to federal prisons
· if federal offenders on supervised release are revoked or commit new crimes and receive sentences of less than two years, they will still return to federal custody
· some sex offenders may be given sentence less than 2years but are part of the Long term offender act requiring supervision for up to 10years
· sometimes there is an exchange of service agreement such that federal corrections manage provincial offenders
· the CSC is the largest single employer of psychologists in Canada

Crime Trends
· general decline since 1991
· these figures reflect crimes reported to the police; since not all crimes are reported, the data underestimates actual crime
· for both youth and adult crimes, violent crime is less prevalent than property crimes
· administrative of justice charges ( failure to appear, breach of probation), impaired driving, and weapons charges are more common for adults
· break and enter, robbery, and sexual assault more common for youth
· overall, youth account for more criminal charges, more charges for males 

Crime Severity Index
· recently developed for measuring police reported crime in Canada
· it tracks changes in the severity of police reported crime from year to year by taking into account not only change in volume of particular crime but also the seriousness of that crime compared to others
· the rate is a count of all criminal incidents reported to and by police, divided by the population of interest
· the specific weight for any given type of offence consists of two parts
1.  the incarceration rate for that type of offence
2. the average length of the prison sentence given, in days, for the specific type of offence
· the weights will be updated every 5years to ensure that they reflect any changes in sentencing patterns or new legislation

Crime Victimization
· in 2007, more than half of all victims of violent crime were under the age of 30
· females aged 20-44 were more likely than males of that age group to be victims of violent crimes
· male victims of violent crime tended to be younger

Public Perceptions of the Criminal Justice Act
· least confidence in police preventing crime, the courts imposing appropriate sentence, corrections rehabilitating offenders, and parole supervising offenders in the community
· greater confidence in police solving crimes, the courts determining guilt, and the corrections preventing escapes
· those individuals who value government information, support less punitive sentencing practices, are treatment oriented, have a uni degree, use the web as a source of information, and support the governments tacking crime agenda have a more confident view of the cjs

Variation in Crime by Source
· crimes rates vary according to the definition of crime and the sources of the information
· one method of presenting the attrition in crime is to review the number of crimes reported, the number of convictions, the number of provincial sentences, and the number of federal sentences
· crime funnel

Length of Sentences
· over half of all custodial sentences imposed by adult courts are less than one month in length
· sentences for men tend to be longer than for women
· the shorter the sentence received by the offender, the less time available for comprehensive assessments and participation in prison based programs

Variations Across Provinces
· general trend toward increased crime rates the farther west and north one moves
· Northwest territories has eight time the national average
· Underscoring these data is the over representation of Aboriginals in the cjs

International Context
· Slight downward trend in recent years, but Canada’s relative ranking remains unchanged
· Compared to the US our rate is modest
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