Lecture 2: Stone Age Hellas 
Monday, September 14, 2015

Reading: Early Greece Pt 1 (on Blackboard),  C/F p. 24-29

Καλησπέρα (kah-lee-speh-rah)
 Γ γ Gamma is for Gorgon (Medusa)
Stone Age Hellas (Early Greece Pt. I)
· Lithos (stone)
· flint knapping (making stone tools)
· terms:
· Knapping =shaping
· reshaping
· 
Palaeolithic Hellas = Hesiod’s Golden Age: 40,000 - 10,000 BCE 
End of the last ice age. 
· climate : cold and dry
· diet : nuts, fruits, mushrooms, migrating and grazing animals
no sugar, no grain, no dairy (only milk was from the mother as an infant)
· lifestyle: gatherer lifestyle
beginning of social order: men hunt, women look after the children

· Franchthi Cave, Peloponnese (Pelops)
· Pelops was a mythical ancient greek, his father was tentalus. 
· 
Global Warming = changes
Upper palaeolithc global warming
· Rising sea levels
· Changes in 
Landscape: 2000 islands making hallas are formed. Valleys of mountains are flooded.
Climate: Warming
Lifestyle: Animals are less migratory, more suitable for forest type animals like deer. 

Mesolithic Hellas Changes 
Meso=middle
Hunted different animals, gathered different tools, used different stone for tools.
· Diet: 
· new stone tools
· obsidian (Melos) : formed when volcanos erupt. Hard glass like, black substance. They have a signature that determines which volcanoes they come from. 
Island of Melos  (volcanic island)
· andesite (Aegina) quern : volcanic stone. Coming from the island of aegina. Used to grind grain &nuts and pigments to paint on cave walls. 
	new mode of transportation
Neolithic Hellas: Hesiod’s Silver Age (10,000 - 6,000 BCE) 
Men settled down permanently.
Stone tools ground and polished , and are used to acquire food 
Radical change in lifestyle : domestication of plants and animals = end of hunting and gathering, change in diet and beginning of agriculture
Neolithic Revolution
· agriculture =  permanent settlements ( 1 one of the criteria for civilization is met)
· the Beer Theory
Barley domesticated to make beer 
Planting and harvesting barley is time and labour intensive (can’t move around)
Feasts with beer
       -Organized social hierarchy 
        -reinforced the benefits of having reliable harvest through domestication

· domestication of grain = need for storage = pottery
processing toold (querns)
storage containers
pottery: important indicator of agriculture

Neolithic Thessaly: 
· home of : Hellen (mythical ancestors of all greeks , greek equivalent to the son of Noah)  , Jason (sailed to get gold), magoules ( mounds  of habitation)

housing: hearth, wattle( roofs made out of woven branches)  & daub (plaster of mud)
Housing: invention of Prometheus.
Middle Neolithic = Sesklo (C/F p. 26-27)
In the area of thessaly
· settlement characteristics
One house larger than the others
· Secondary Products Revolution
· textile: loom weights : Tools used to weave (that’s how we know they weaved even though no textiles still exist)
· new secondary products: cheese, clothing, blankets. Wool from sheep and goats made into fiber for clothing and blankets.
· new uses for domestic animals : used for meat, hide and milk (sheep and goats)
·    Prometheus (C/F p. 29) : “I first brought brute beasts under the yoke to be subject to the collar and pack-saddle that they might  bear in man’s place the heaviest burdens”
Oxen domesticated for labour. To pull heavy loads. 
· pottery characteristics (C/F p. 28 and EG)
hand made
bi-chrome (two colors)
matt finish
textile-inspired decorations
· steatopygous figurines (EG; C/F p. 28)
fat-bottomed (steatopygous)


Late Neolithic
· Dimini: megaron (plan: C/F p. 28 and EG)
In Thessaly
 Porch follow by two rooms, one is use for storage and the other one has a fire pit.  
· pottery changes (C/F p. 28)
Addition of a third color
Curved patterns
Shiny finish
Hardened in a much stronger fire

· burial customs:
inhumation: individual graves, location by sex, few grave goods (had very few possesions)
cremation: burning the dead bodies and putting the remain into pots
· domestication of new plants = change of lifestyle
completes Mediterranean triad (domestication of grains, olives and grapes)
domestication of grapes causes changes in behavior (effects of wine), changes in religion (worshiping dionysos) , change in socialization, change in specialization ( cups to drink the wine out of), changes in trade ( some places might make better wine then others), town organizations (administration)
· Dionysos (God of wine), beam press (C/F p. 10 and 11)
Domestication of olives 
Beam press (harvesting and squeezing olives to get the oil


Study Map: Peloponnese, Thessaly, Sesklo, Dimini (see C/F p. 13)
Images: C/F p. 10, 11, 26-27, 28 (except photograph of Dimini), 29 and EG Pt 1: Dimini, steatopygous figurines

Words to Remember
People: Prometheus, gorgon, Hellen, Jason
Places: Franchthi Cave, Peloponnese, Melos, Cyclades, Aegina, Thessaly, Sesklo, Dimini 
Terms: lithos, Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, obsidian, lava, quern, Neolithic Revolution, Secondary Products Revolution, domestication, magoules, hearth, wattle & daub, bi-chrome, loom weights, steatopygous, inhumation

Think About It!
1. How did Palaeolithic and Neolithic lifestyles differ? (at least 4 differences) 
Difference in diet
· In the palaeolithic era, the diet was basically fruits, nuts , migrating and grazing animals. they had no dairy, sugar or milk. In the Neolithic era, they domesticated animals in order to get meat and dairy. They domesticated plants as well (olives, grapes and grain. They created wine from grapes and oil from olives.
· The palaeolithic never built homes because they followed the migrating animals. in the Neolithic era, homes were built. Settlements were now more permanent because agriculture was steady.  
· Pottery and figurines appeared in the Neolithic area. (Arts started developing itself)
· Domestication of animals in the Neolithic era. Animals were now used for labor ex: oxen. 

2. What are the implications of finding obsidian and lava on mainland Mesolithic Hellas? 
· Tells us that they might have had boats to get those stones and bring it back to the mainland. Those stones did not come from the Hellas. The obsidian was from the island of Melos , a volcanic island that erupted and  obsidian was created. Each obsidian stone has a type of signature that can trace it back to the volcano from which it erupted. 
· Andesite, volcanic stone formed from lava comes from the island of aegina. 
They were used to grind nuts, grains. 
It implied that the Hellenes were more aware of their surroundings than we think. 
3. How did Prometheus improve life for Neolithic Hellenes? Read ‘Prometheus and the Origins of Civilization’ (C/F p. 29) where you will find at least 5 ‘improvements. 
· Prometheus stole fire from the gods to give to the humans
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
Some Fun Stuff
Stone Age Toolkit
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/stone-age-toolkit.html

Flintknapping
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyzNIa-U5Nc

Herodutus- first historian
Hellene- another name for a greek 
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