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Wesley Centre?? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Health impact on poverty on population of Toronto

Document: blueprint to end homelessness in Toronto 
Important data that has worsened today
Few go to shelters because they are: 
1. Overcrowded - bed plus mats that are on the floor where people sleep, even moving around the room is complicated 
2. Don’t have proper washrooms - Canada doesn’t meet its obligations 
3. Issue of violence
4. Unsafe with a their few belongings
5. Divided line - very few shelter families (ie. couples with children)

30,000 women, men and children crowd into homeless shelters in the city per YEAR

If people need affordable housing and they apply, they are told to wait a period of time which may vary from 5 to 10 years

70,000 households are on the waiting list
150,000 households are on the brink of homelessness (paying more than 50% of their income on shelters)
Since 1960, homelessness has been growing 6x fast than the overall population; if we live in a society where homelessness grows fast than our population, we are doing something wrong.. 

How to End Homelessness in Toronto? 
Starting from 1990s, the federal and provincial gov't stopped investing in affordable housing; 

1. Fund new affordable housing; at least 200,000; in mixed income neighbourhoods; we have so much on the waiting list because they are lacking affordable housing
2. Instead of relying on the goodwill of different politicians, we need a long term commitment to say that yes canada will put x amount per year exclusively to build affordable housing; has to be regular. However, the problem is that even if we are lucky, Kathleen Wayne wakes up and decides that we need to change the problem, it wouldn’t happen right away anyways; we need a huge number of housing to absorb the backlog. The immediate response, if we have to wait for these houses to be built, what can we do NOW? We can move people from shelters to the rent supplement program - in Toronto, for one bedroom apartment the rent is around $1000, if you take affordable housing, it’s around $250. But we don’t have enough affordable housing, we can’t wait, the immediate response is this program that allows the person to rent at the regular market price, but because they can’t cover more than $200, the gov’t steps in and covers the rest, for example, $800 which allows the person to be housed. No one can get out of homelessness if they are stuck in shelters. 

Costs of Homelessness
1. Health Costs - hypertension, bronchitis
2. Economic Costs
3. Social Costs - no one wants to live in a community with extreme poverty; only with those who can provide for themselves, go to school, etc. 
4. Criminalizing homelessness is costly; in Toronto, the cost to taxpayers of a month in jail is $4,333, while the cost of a month in social housing is $199.92 

It’s in everyone’s interest, homelessness is a huge cost for everyone in the city. 

OHIP pays the cost of the hospital using the tax payer’s money. Part of those taxes goes to the federal govt and provincial, health care is the responsibility of the provincial gov’t 

Where is affordable housing? 
2 bedroom in Toronto is around $1060 per month; to afford it, an annual income of $42,400 is required 
40% of Toronto’s households have an income of less than $40,000
No new affordable housing is being built 

We have seen that this problem has been growing since the 1960s, particularly from the 1980s and onward. We live in a city where the rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer. 
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