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Democratic Gay Public Space
Author refers to two different stages for fight for freedom 
1. Hetero..
Existed in space in toronto until late 1960s 
Identity is hidden; before late 60s, it was a crime against the criminal code, you would be in jail if you were homosexual 
Any evidence of sexual conduct was hidden; you wouldn’t find people showing affection in public because they would end up in jail 
Rules within the gay male networks were made by a singular elite; you tend to have a few groups of men with stable jobs that were gay, because they were wealthy, they could have their own apartment, they had the most agency.
Majority that were young and not that rich, they couldn’t have this space to exercise their power and affection

2. Democratic gay male space 
Approaching it but not reached it yet
Situation where identity is visible; it is visible today without having to go to jail. Legally, they are entitled to reveal their sexual identity, but a lot of social aspects stop them.
No employers can fire gay people
Many gay people prefer not to reveal identity in work due to the fear of being ostracized, or discrimination 
Or to their families because they are fearful that they will not accept them because they are traditional
In practice, many prefer not to reveal their identity because of the unwanted consequences
Evidence of sexual conduct is obvious; it’s normal 
In this kind of stimatigization, it’s common in the media particularly on TV, until 10 years ago, it’s impossible for any tv show to show people of the same sex kissing. Though it is common for the opposite sex. 
For example, whereas there are some occurrence of two women kissing, it’s much more uncommon to see two male kissing. Certain kinds of behaviour regarding homosexual, are not normal, we’re still struggling

- Rules and organizational structure set by multiple groups through open discussion 

Now:

Repressive space of past, democratic space we hope to achieve in society

We are now in the middle

History of the gay male experience in the city of Toronto from Pre WWII to Today
Gay men try to appropriate space in the city. 
In the case of Italians, they tried to appropriate by doing evening walks, est. gardens, etc. They could do it because being Italian wasn’t a crime. 
Gay men had it harder because being gay was a crime. 

How do they fight the situation? Despite their identity having to remain hidden? 
1. Cruising the streets - does not require any verbal exchange that could reveal that they were gay. They communicate by the way of exchanging looks, they were able to establish a connection. It was challenging because it was the only way to establish conduct in the community. 

2. Ravines - Good spaces and popular. Have direct sexual encounter. If you were gay, and not getting married and no telling your parents, it was difficult to bring another man home. Because they were older and had status, it allowed them to have a place of their own for social gathering, however it wasn’t the norm. For those who didn’t have a place of their own, the ravines were kind of an easy substance. They were safe spaces, with steep slopes. It was difficult for straight people to go by the ravine, it wasn’t really a place to go.

3. Parks - Not so much for having direct sexual encounters. Good spots to establish initial conduct.

4. Hustler streets - Most were young, those affected by poverty resulted to prostitution to get money. It’s not that you wanted to sell sex. There was a precise hierarchy of who deserved which spots. The novice was stuck on some certain streets rather than the more experienced had safer streets.
Downtown Yonge was the area. If you were to sell your body on Yonge Street, there’s a high chance you’ll get busted because it’s importance, it’s policed more. If you were new, you’d be on Yonge Street. If you were experienced, you had the privilege to locate yourself on secondary streets on Yonge. A very good street was Grosvenor Street. 

All these movements to occupy spaces in the city were not going without a pushback from society or the police. 

In society, homophobic people, they thought that gay was sinner and periodically were violently assaulting gay men. It wasn’t uncommon to find dead gay people on the streets.

Most of these killings were not truly investigated by the police, it didn’t bother them because the fact that they were gay. Them being dead was not uncommon. 

Police harassed gay men, even spaces known to be occupied by gay men were targeted by police. Once they got hints, they went to the ravines and cut all the bushes. When they knew of the streets, they took morality lights, that were meant to prevent any savoury activity. 

1969 Gay Liberation (Worldwide)
In NY, at the stone wall riot. It’s a big event where there was a hotel used by gay men, who had sex there. It came to the attention to the police, they were raided and caught. 

First time gay people stood up, they wanted respect from the police. The first moment in the gay community where there was a response to the police. 

1969 homosexuality, was partially criminalized in Canada. Pierre Elliot Treaduea, minister of justice for the federal gov’t. 

There’s no authority for the state to punish anyone for what they do inside the bedroom. As long as they do it in their bedroom, who cares. 

Gay people could have sex in the private room, but still criminalized for public affection. 

This movement is foundational because they empower members of the community to have a normal life. This is the first time to see the coming up of the above ground community. Private class, where gay men can have a good time. Before it wasn’t possible.

The Bathhouse Raids
Feb 1981: the bathhouse raids and the ensuing street demonstrations: a community is born 

Feb 4: Police raid all the bathhouses and arrested all the people inside. 

Bathhouse: it was unclear legally. Being in a bathhouse is not like being in a public place. You had to pay a fee. The fee use to be very high. It was usually given to the police to keep them quiet. The general understanding among the gay community that the bathhouse was a safe space. All of a sudden, the police broke this contract, it was something big. Also because it was the 1st time the police had attacked the gay community as a whole (compared to group attacks) 

They met on the following night and decided to have a march of protest against police brutality. 

Feb 6th at 11pm: 5000 people showed to support the gay community. They marched on Yonge Street because it was the most important street. The police tried to reroute the march to secondary streets. 

1981 to 1983: Marches continued. Not only the gay community participated but a huge portion joined in solidarity. More than 80% that had been arrested were following the release without any charge. 

Never again had the policy assaulted the entire gay community ever again. 

Conclusion 
Development of the gay community in Toronto: 
1. Change is slow 
2. Old forms slow… 
3. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Gay Village Toronto 
Importance: geographically speaking, it’s at the same location. 
When it was first formed it was considered the ghetto, gay were forced to live there because it was unsafe.
Now it’s the most valued area, the real estate price in the gay village is very high. 

Queer Pride in Toronto 
It transformed from a political movement to a tourist attraction. 
It happens every summer in the last week of June. Now it’s a big event that goes on for a few days. It’s usually on Saturday.

It was started in the 1970s (before the 1970s, it was a crime), and became an annual event in 1981. 

In 1991, The city Council proclaimed pride day to show it’s solitary to the parade. It may seem like the City realized how discriminatory their policies were. They did it because they realized that pride was bringing in a lot of money. It brings people all across North America. It’s the main reason they are more than willing to show support. Mayor Lastman, who was homophobic, didn’t want to go, until it was made aware that pride meant money for the city. He had to attend to make the city rich. However, Ford refused to go. The moment he applied to the job, he sent the message that he supports ALL people. John Tory is probably going to attend because he understands the job, you have to show up whether you like it or not. 

Commodification of Diversity in Toronto
Reshaping the city
Looking unique and attractive, we have done this for several neighbourhoods. 
Little Italy, Chinatown, Gay Village for the Pride Parade
We take an aspect of diversity that we think is diverse and use it as marketing, commercialization of diversity. 
It’s hypocritical, you only select it for money. It systematically doesn’t include diversity such as homelessness. It’s only those that are economically viable. 

One of these organizations were Ryerson University, Sheldon Levy was supporting the gay community. In that sense, being part of world pride, means investment in different institutions. 

However, we have legislation that says otherwise. University doesn’t include LGBT community. 

Police supporting the gay community doesn’t cover the issue that they continue to harass them. We have a long list of complaints of being harassed. If you want to see change, you need more than just photos. 
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