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[bookmark: _GoBack]Greater Toronto Area
Focus: people who inhabit these structures 

Moore
Sprawling in the GTA
New urban principle: renewal structure that resembles what the urban structure is
Planning theory that’s suppose to reshape the suburbs in the same way that the downtown urban area is already shaped
When it comes to the suburbs, which were mainly built after WWII, a time where a car was a common way of transportation
The suburbs tend to be located far from downtown 
Typical structures: big residential houses, usually detached, with 1 or 2 door garages, along with a big backyard

New urbanists: planning theory that opposes everything that suburbs are
The typical structure is a structure that is making communication between people more difficult; people don’t really work close by, they have to take the car to work. 

What would you do in terms of building something new that makes it different from the suburbs, making it easier for people to meet or interact with their neighbours? Allowing more human interactions. 
How to facilitate more interaction: 
-> Have places where people can meet (community centre) 
-> Porch 
-> Put the garage at the back, detached from the house. 
-> You’re forced to enter the home, you have a chance to meet your neighbours 

New urbanism: help limit sprawl (has environmental, social and economic consequences) 
Possible strategy to prevent sprawl from happening 

New Urbanism in the GTA
Greenfield areas vs downtown areas (Brown field sides) 
New urbanism: when it gets applied, it has to adapt to that particular reality 
Author examines how these adaptations occurred in the two suburban and downtown areas 

1. Cornell, Markham 
In late 1970s to early 80s, the yellow land was public land, it belonged to the municipality of Markham 
They wanted to build a second airport to compliment Pearson airport (located near Western side), it was thought that the Eastern side didn’t have one 
Didn’t go through, GTA is a large area, but not huge, it’s not necessary for another airport 

Late 80s (1988): decided to build affordable housing 
Idea: build according to new urbanism
Problem: too many builders 

1955: In Toronto, Mike Harris got elected and cut support for social service. He decided to stop funding affordable housing. 

Sold it to the private, which decided to keep the new urbanism design, but they were selling them for market price, no longer affordable housing 

What happened: quite a significant amount of houses built were bought. Other sites have adopted these new urbanist designs (new concept in the suburbs) 

Pros: as a builder, you can market your project as something that is unique.
Cons: If properties are unsold, it becomes risk y

Presence of sidewalks would facilitate people interaction, 

2. Orangeville, Peel Region
Idea: build houses with new urbanist design
Challenge: people are not into these houses; didn’t want to buy into a new model
Customers 
Decided to revert to original; there are some aspects with new urban + standard styles

FOR THE GUYS
1. The Beach, City of Toronyo
southeast part of Toronto 
Extremely succesful, people were not resisting the new urbanism principles establishment in the areas 
Why was it so easy for builder
Toronto was built for public transportation 
Nothing new to build porches, sidewalks...

2. King West Villsge 


Problem with new urbanism: 
If you want to build a room above the garage, you have to pay two fees, one for the house, one for the garage. 
-> From the builder’s POV, there’s no incentive to build it separately, but it would obviously cost more
-> Usually people, when they get use to something, they like to stick to it. 
They don’t want to follow the new urbanism design, they have to start from scratch! 

Conclusion
When it gets applied to reality, it gets modified depending on the context. For example, in Orangeville, it was all change, because it wasn’t considered normal for the people. 

Cowen
Citizenship and Metro
 1995: Mike Harris elected as premier; let’s save money as much as possible, in the process, he decided in 1998 he decided to amalgate into one city; Etobicoke, NY, Scarborough with Toronto into one! 
Now they are all part of city of Toronto
His argument: why do we have to pay for salaries of all those places, so that we can pay for one thing. 

These ideas to amalgamate, may seem easy, but it was problematic on the ground. These 5 municipalities had developed their own by-laws, when you put them altogether, you have to put them all together. 

2001: Restructuring of public recreation policy; the rise of targeted social policy 
At least since the 80s, in terms of services, both federal and provincial gov’t have been reluctant to provide these services

Restructuring of the welfare state in Canada 
1985: Brian Mulroney decided to stop spending money in these “irrelevant” services and went for affordable housing 
1995: Provinces followed the lead of the Federal Gov’t; in Ontario
1. Workfare was introduced: Mike Harris said that in exchange for some money, you have to provide some work, volunteer; don’t expect the gov’t to provide anything for free (but it’s not really free, we pay taxes) 
2. Privatization of public assets and services: For example, Mike Harris sold the 407 to the private sector, it’s the reason why we have to pay for it today! 
3. Downsizing of public services: For example, social services. The argument was that we have to save money and we can’t afford to pay everyone 
4. Municipal amalgamation: Toronto being the most important one

Restructuring in Ontario 
Why? These were cost saving measures..

Post War Recreation Policy
Problem: when you amalgamate Toronto with others, it became apparent that there were two different set of policies 
In Toronto, recreation was a right for citizens to have a number of recreation services provided to them, it wasn’t considered a good.  
In the suburbs, the recreation policy was different, the basic recreation was provided in the home, every additional recreation was to be bought for a fee (ie. hockey rink; you had to pay a fee). If you don’t have money, you can’t buy it, so that’s too bad. 

Which kind of people decided to move to the suburbs first?: Wealthy people who didn’t want to get mixed from the poor people immigrating from Europe. Because of the fact that they were rich, it wasn’t problematic to buy their services. When they are bought, only rich people can buy them. On the other hand, the poor are prevented from these services because they can’t afford it. 

Which policy to adopt for the new City of Toronto? 
From now on, whoever wants to access recreation services have to pay a fee, but if you are so poor and can’t afford it, then we allow them to use these services without (only for target certain groups) -Welcome Policy

The author argues that it is a flawed policy… 
We select a level of income as a dividing line, the problem is that, it’s demeaning to force a person living in the city to go to a public official, another Torontian, and put on the table, all their financial information. It’s not a happy thing to showcase how poor they are.. they can get stigmatized. 

By targeting certain individuals, it makes them feel like they are second class citizens, those poor people that cannot help themselves and require charity from the gov’t. 

Recreation services, services provided from the gov’t shouldn’t be considered goods, but rather as rights that everyone should be able to enjoy. 




Italians in Toronto
College Street’s Little Italy
Beginning of 1900s: if you look at this neighbourhood today, only a small % that lives in the area, are identified as Italians, as they improve their financial position, they move to the suburbs 

Italians faced discrimination in 1900s, Italy fought during WWII with Germans and were defeated, country was completely destroyed, survivors found themselves in Italy with nothing to do… Europe was destroyed as well. The only options was to move overseas, to Canada or the U.S. 

After WWII, they arrived uneducated. Despite that, they arrived in a period where Toronto’s economy was booming, The construction industry was flourishing. They were employed as labour workers in construction industries. 

St. Clair West’s Corso Italia 
Dufferin to Lansdowne 
1960s: with several Italian commercial storefronts 
After the 70s, they moved further out to more suburban areas 
The population has diminished throughout the years, what remains is the commercial stores 

The Quotidian (Daily recurrence) 
Examples: 
1. Passeggiata: the evening ritual walk 
2. Ethnic personalization of space 
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