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Themes: 
1. Sustainability
1. Unevenness
1. Uncertainty 
 
Sustainability: able to last in the years ahead
· Resources
· Economically 
· Environmentally 
 
Unevenness: disparity between rich and poor 
· Globally, level of economic unevenness is increasing 
· Ie. Toronto 
· 1970s - people leaving Toronto, majority were middle class people 
· Today -middle class has almost disappeared; only the rich and poor 
· High level of unevenness
· Buffer zone middle class non-existent
· Within city: rich and poor
· Canada as a whole (between): cities that are rich vs. poor 
· Well off: Toronto, Calgary, Ottawa, Vancouver (good economic standing) 
· Big corporations
· Governments 
· Minor: St. Catharines, London 
· Not read about in news 
 
**Huge condo in Tdot vs. homeless people dying on the streets**
 
Uncertainty: not able to have any security 
· Employment situation 
· Ie. Toronto: level of uncertainty increased 
· 1970s - finished grad finding first job, sure that you would stay in the same company 
· Today - 1st job isn't going to be your last in your career 
· Economy unstable 
 
**Finding a full time job is a constant struggles, in the 70s, an education guaranteed you a job for most of your life, now with a Masters, the economic situation is tough**
 
Six Properties to Understanding the City 
1. Production
· Needed to be concentrated 
· Only possible in city environment 
· Ie. Government activities
· Must be relatively concentrated in order to function well 
· Ie. Manufacturing  
 
· City vs. Rural 
· City: not by definition, not a self sustaining entity 
· Doesn't produce within borders to feed entire city 
· The city has to produce something (goods or services) to allow to pay for imports 
· If nothing produced = no money = people cannot buy food to eat 
· Past: local farmers 
· Now: foreign sources due to globalization 
 
· Rural: can sustain themselves 
· Don't need help from outside 
· Basic level: food to feed themselves 
· Always cultivate plot of land for food 
 
1. Reproduction 
· We need people to work! 
· To maintain a large enough working population: babies! 
· Have gone down 
· Ie. Optimal level = every couple having 2 children to replace themselves 
· 0.8 currently 
· Alternative: immigrants 
· We need: educational institutions, amenities
· Changes: Whose responsible? 
· Past: women; men were bread winners 
· Feeding, cleaning, teaching
· Present: 
 
1. Proximity
· Depends on technology and advancements
· Valuable 
· Willing to pay the price to be closer to the city or desired amenities 
 
1. Capitalization
· City is compact entity; has boundaries and limited
· Valuable to people; desire to be in it 
· Investors capitalize on value of city 
· Make most out of the space in the city 
· Ie. Get permit to build on lot of land
· Can build detached house OR capitalize on space by building a condo 
· Be able to sell more units and receive greater return 
· Investing to get best possible return on your investment 
 
1. Place 
· Not visible 
· Sense of place: feeling of attachment with respect to a particular area 
· Ie. Developing positive memories and have a good vibe to a particular neighbourhood 
 
1. Governance 
· To have a functioning city, you need a governing authority with by-laws, rules that we all know in order to regulate our lives according to them 
· Proper garbage disposal service system 
· Ie. 2010 Toronto went on strike 
· Proper fire department services 
· Proper police department 
 
Before 1945: the inner city
A, City Development 
· End of WWII  
· Downtown Toronto: most people lived here
· Government
· Financial district
· Factories; close to water or transportation lines (railways) 
· Workers lived close by to work  (before 1945, many didn't have a car to cover huge distances) 
· Because transportation wasn't good, most were not rich 
· Work week Monday to Saturday
· Little time and money to spare, stayed in same area on days off 
· Separation between work and residence (after 1950s planning started; no mix) 
· Population were separated along class and ethnic groups  
· High density; things relatively packed together (rare: detached with huge backyard due to capitalization) 
 
People lived in "Old Toronto" regions 
 
1945 to 1975: people moved to Scarborough, North York and Etobicoke 
· Northern boundary: Steeles Ave 
 
How did it expand? 
1945: year the war ended 
· Started economic boom in Canada because the war completed destroyed Europe and had to import everything 
· Sold equipment to Europe 
1970s: unemployment rate = 0% 
· You were going to find a job
· Great economic period
· Result: more likely to start a family (good economic situation) 
 
Trends 
· Europeans didn't have a place to work, migrated to U.S or Canada 
· More babies being born 
· Space wasn't enough to hold all people 
· Federal Gov't program: building highway infrastructure 
· Reasons: 
· Back automobile industry (Expand auto sector) 
· Accessibility to other cities (Expand the city) 
 
Who moved to those new areas?: White and rich 
 
Suburban Domination (After 1975) 
· All separate municipalities
· Suburbs before populated by rich people 
· Very diverse now 
· Change: before 1975, suburbs were mainly white, now ethnically diverse 
 
· Gentrification and condo development in some inner city areas 
· New interest of people to go downtown (single, young professionals) 
· Suburbs are boring
· Proximity better in the city with more amenities
 
· Smart growth 
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