Hindu:
Cosmology:
The Indian river had many names:
Sindhu - ancient Indian (Sanskrit) name
Indos - ancient Greek name
Hindu - ancient Persian name 
 
The name of the river designated the country…referred to the people

· The Vedas - sacred scriptures of the Hindus
· Composed between 1500 BCE and 600 BCE
· Verses of praise to the various gods of the Aryan peoples - like Surya the sun god, Candra the moon god, Agni the fire god, Indra the god of storms and YAMA the lord of death.
WE SHOULD KNOW YAMA -> the lord of DEATH!

There are 3 methods: "Three paths to liberation (called Moksha in Hindu thought)"
Karma = action
Marga = path
Jnana = knowledge
Bhakti marga = devotion

Fire is the primary symbol for transformation
The rituals had to be carried out correctly in order to receive blessings from God. It is important to have sons in the family to carry out the rituals for the parents. 
Marriage and having kids was something they didn't have a choice, they needed to have kids to carry out their rituals for the parents…
 
The Upanishads have different ideas from the ancient Vedas…they are considered to be Vedic literature but they are the last Vedic composition
 
Four realms of the Verdic Universe:
 
1. The celestial realm inhabited by sky Gods
2. The atmospheric realm inhabited by gods of the atmosphere like the
wind and storms
3. The earth inhabited by humans and gods of the earth, ex. River
gods, mountain gods
4. Underworld or World of the fathers inhabited by the dead ancestors
 
Cattle, and horses were sacrificed to be given to the FIRE GOD (AGNI)
 
The God of Fire is like the intermediary of the different realms.
Fire sacrifices done on alters.
1. The West Alter is a round alter --> representing the earth and held
what is called the home fire, domestic fire (the cooking fire)
2. The East Alter is a square alter --> rep the sky called the
offering fire (the alter where the offerings are placed that are to be
givin to the gods)
3. The South Alter is a semi circular alter --> rep the atmosphere
called the southern fire (aka hungry fire)...at alter the offerings to
the ancestors were put
 
Fire is the primary symbol for transformation...also symbol for the
inter-relatedness of the cosmos
Fire in the sky --> Sun
Fire in the atmosphere --> lightning
Fire on earth --> the cooking fire
All this relates the cosmos

Rituals should be carried out exactly because it is the rituals that
granted either a good or bad after life. In otherwords doesn't matter
if you pleased the Gods, you have to have the rituals carried out
exactly correct should be in order for you to have a good after life.
(After life was not up to the gods)
 
After death, one went to the world of the fathers....so cremation was
the preferred method of disposal. Cremation is a form of offering to
the fire god (AGNI). Death rituals as well as post cremation rituals
were traditionally performed by the eldest son of the deceased
(important to have children especially sons who could carry out the
rituals for the parents)
 
If the sacrifices and rituals were neglected, then it was said that
the ancestors would go hungry in the after life...that is why the
southern fire is also called the Hungry fire.
 
Vedic rituals emphasized the household life....For the vedic rituals
to take place, and for the cosmos to be in harmony...one needed to
marry, have children (mainly produce sons) in order to secure a good
after life in order for all the right rituals to be done.
 
In this time vedic period, marriage and having kids was not a life
style choice. It was a kind of a debt owed to the ancestors....which
can only be paid this way.
This is continued in the HINDU tradition right until today.
 
2. The path of knowledge: related to the later Vedic tradition of the
Upanishads (800-600 BCE)
At this time a new kind of text developed and the text is called the
Upanishads--> it provides different views on life and after life....so
different ideas from the ancient vedas....The upunishads are
considered as Vedic literature but are the last compositions of vedic
material.
 
In this text, there are lots of philosophical questions as to what is
it that all the rituals they have is built on...what is the
foundation? what is the foundation of all the gods?
 
1. What is it that is the basis and foundation of the Universe?
2. What is it that is the basis and foundation of the individual?
 
The Upanishads proposed:
-The entire phenomenal universe and everything in it is a world of
impermanence, even all the Gods....
BUT also proposed that
-there is also an unchanging reality that is the foundation of
everything...the foundation of all this changing world.
 
Unchanging reality/ground of existence were though of in 2 ways:
1. Brahman (kind of universal soul) - refers to unchanging reality on
a cosmic or universal level
2. Atman (kind of individual soul) - refers to unchanging reality on a
personal or individual level
 
Samsara: Cycle of birth, death and rebirth, and redeath and rebirth....etc.
** this is not the idea of the early vedic text....(Vedic text said
that people died they go to the world of the fathers...there is no
cycle of rebirth, redeath etc.)
 
Path of Knowledge is a practice of meditation...involves the
renouciation of the world...results in the realization of the true
nature of the true self (ATMAN)
 
Difficult path...path of study
 
Bhakti marga, the path of devotion...relies on the priestly class and
also very expensive because you have to pay for all the cattle.
 
Bhakti marga: means to choose somebody to for love and
loyalty...related to the word "Bhagavan (male)/Bhagavati (female)"
meaning lord.
Most developed in the HINDU text: Bhagavadgita...meaning the song of the lord.
(great period of great classical poems)
This eventually became the path that is most known by society.
 
The goal is: The union of God
In a theistic context meaning where there is person and where God is
conceived as person....Union means coming to the closest possible
relation ship with God by the soul.
 
The soul is not other than the ground of existence...that is the
foundation of all...
 
Path of Knowledge does not relate God as person
Path of Devotion relates God as person because devotion needs 2 people....
 
The after life goal of the HINDU Devoti was rebirth of the heaven of
the Dayeti and the opportunity to continuity of loving God. This would
be the goal of a Bakta?
 
Lecture slide with "KARMA = action" as heading was shown in class...
Karma meant action and consequence
 
PROF WROTE this definition out:
Karma: Intentional action and capacity of action to bring about consequences
 
As religion develop old ideas are not thrown out (coexist)
 
lecture slide:
 
Ideal Stages of life of an upper caste male According to the Dharma shastras
(Idea duties of the upper caste Male where a male follows these 4 stages)
1. Student -> studies the vedas
2. Householder -> marries and has children--> enters the social,
political stage -->at this stage is where the man and the wife perform
ritual duties that is required of them
3. Retirement - > when the children have grown and have their own kids
the parents can withdraw from society and enter this stage of
retirement...literally called the "forest dwelling stage"
4. Renunciation/Sannyasin - > If the person wishes, they can take the
final step...a person who is dead to the world. Such a person renouces
their identity...they become a non person....(everything that belongs
to this guy no longer belongs to him)
 
Householder stage is a sacred duty
 
Body is cremated within 12 hours of death
 
Eldest son lights the funeral fire. After cremation the ashes are
released into the river Ganjee? (sacred river of India)
 
An oil lamp is kept for the deceased....family goes into mourning for
about 11 days.
The family can't go to temple, other people's homes, or other social
religious functions...but friends can visit...but after visiting they
have to take a purification death after being in an area where death
was present
 
Lecture slide shown: The contemporary Hindu funeral ritual is a blend
of the three paths of liberation:
1. the Vedic path of action - nourishing through ritual the ancestors
dwelling in the World of the fathers;
2. the Upanishadic path of knowledge - coming to realize the oneness
of Brahman and Atman
3. The path of devotion where the destination of the deceased is the
heaven of a particular deity like Vishnu or Shiva
These ideas are brought together (from the past till now) coexist
 
The death of a husband affects a women very much in traditional
society because a married women whose husband is alive is called
"SUMANGALI" meaning auspicious woman --> if she dies while her husband
still lives...then she is a powerful ancestor....BUT...if her husband
dies before her then shes not a sumangali...
 
Widows were normally not invited to Auspicious parties...they have to
wear white...
Widow suicide called "SATI or SUTTEE" would be able to die as a
SUMANGALI. The women would be able to retain her status....BUT in 1989
this was OUTLAWED by the BRITISH.
 
Harsh treatment to widows traditionally....
 

Cosmos:
Djinn: devils 
Angels:
Soul vs spirit:
intermediate period:
First night in the grave:
Funereal hindu:  
1. The body is cremated within 12 hours of death.
2. The eldest son lights the funeral pyre, after sprinkling water around the body.
3. When the funeral fire is lit, the domestic fire is put out and not lit again until the body is cremated. Food is provided by the maternal relatives of the family.
4. The ashes are gathered and immersed in a river – preferably the River Ganga (Ganges), or the nearest ocean.
5. An oil lamp is kept lit for the deceased, and the family goes into mourning for eleven days.
6. During the eleven days the immediate family are considered to be in a “liminal” zone. They may not visit temples or friends or take part in any other social or religious functions. Friends and relatives may visit them during this time to pay their condolences, but on returning home these visitors must purify themselves by bathing. (The belief is that the soul may still be hanging around in its familiar environment).
7. Various rituals are carried out during the eleven days to ensure the safe journey of the soul to its destination. “Sacrifices” are offered on behalf of the 3 previous generations, the generation of the deceased and of the future. The 5 generations are represented by 5 Brahmins who are fed and receive gifts on behalf of the deceased.

8. It is believed that it takes eleven days for the soul to reach its destination, which, for the Vaishnavas is Vaikunta and for the Shaivas, Kailash. A feast is prepared, to which all relatives, friends and associates are invited. The family takes a “purification bath”, put on new clothes and can now return to normal life activity. The oil lamp is allowed to burn out.
9. After resting at its destination for a while, the soul is then reborn and its new form depends on the karma that it has accumulated in its previous life.
10. Every year, on the death anniversary, to ensure the well being of the parents in their next incarnation, sons are obliged to perform a memorial ceremony (sacrifice) in which brahmins are fed, given gifts, and alms are distributed to the poor.			

Najekatas, who is lord of death, and what happens?
Naciketas in the House of Death (Yama)
from the KATHA upanishad
 
The father tells him to go to hell, so when Naciketas goes to the
house of death, Yama was not there and he waited there for 3 days and
Yama felt bad so asked him request 3 boons
 
Naciketas' three boons (favours)
1. That his father will not be angry with him?
2. How to perform the fire sacrifice?
3. After death what happens?
 
Yama satisfies Naciketas 2 favours and tells him to ask something else
instead of the 3 favor.
 
But Naciketa does not change his favor and replies: (passage from
slide "since the pass days of a mortal, O Death, Sap here the energy
of all the senses....etc..."
 
Yama makes a distinction of the better vs the good and the gratifying
and the pleasant.
 
TAD ETAD: This is That
 
According to the tradition, you are the THIS (atman) unborn undying
atman...but you have mistaken your true self as 'I' and 'me"...the
small "I" is in search of THAT which in this system is BRAHMAN)
 
THIS is That
Atman = Brahman
 
The true self is described as (lecture slide)
"He is the unseen SEER, the unheard Hearer, the unthought Thinker, the
understood understander. Other than He there is no seer. Other than He
there is no hearer. Other than He there is no thinker. Other than He
there is no understander. He is your Soul, the Inner Controller, the
Immortal." Brh.3.7.23 

Buddhism: 
Cosmology:
Map: (Indian subcontinent) it developed in Nepal and Tibet was ruled by the kingdom of Magadha. The Buddha was born in Lumbini, enlightenment at Bodhgya, first sermon at Sarnam and his death at Kusinagara. These are the major places pilgrimage in the Buddhist world.
Teaches that all things come to existence based on the cause and conditions
· Buddha’s name is Gautama (family name), 480-400 BCE (according to later research).
· Buddha is a title, meaning the “awakened one” and comes from the word “Budd” meaning  knowledge – the idea is only when your awake is where you have knowledge, therefore, when you are asleep = no knowledge.
· Siddhartha- “boyhood name” – he who has accomplished his goals
· Shakyamuni – the sage (muni) of the Shakya ( Shakya is the name of the tribe he belong to).
·  After his enlightenment: Tathagata- does come or does gone ( he who comes and goes in accordance to the things are) .*Gata ( coming or going) and tatha ( just so/does so)*
· Buddhist cosmology there is heaven and hell but they belong in this samasarastic cycle of rebirth and death, therefore there is no permanency to any state – so being can be reborn. Mt. Meru – represent the centre of Buddhist cosmology, where being can be reborn in the heaven or hell world but they will not stay there for long because their karma changes and they will reborn somewhere else.

*6realsm of rebirth*:
the realm of death and birth  and driven by the three poison
· Attachment/ desire
· Aversion
· Delusion/ ignorance 
The Tibetan rendering of Samasara – in the various of world where one can be reborn. In the Buddhist theory/ cosmology all being can take birth / reborn at any of the six realms.
1. Realm of the gods
2. Realms of the human
3. Realm of the jealous gods – the titans 
4. Realm of the hungry ghost
5. Realm of animals 
6. Realm of hell worlds 

the wheel of samsara:
The realm of animals:  is characterized by oppression and inability to rise above instinct. They are tied to their instincts which lead to their oppression. 
The realms of the hungry ghost: are portray as beings with tiny little throats with big bellies = greedy/ aviaries and cannot be filled/never satisfied themselves.
The hell world – there are many hells- hot, cold, razor blades, stone  and all of them are characterized by hatred and anger. The mind that is overwhelmed by hatred  dwells in hell.
The human world – they are characterizes by desires / some kind of want   (but the human world come have a combination of the other character of the other realm). In the four noble truth- desires = thirst and is the main cause of suffering.  However, we want to fulfill our desires, it keeps coming back again for something else or something more, therefore it’s a never ending cycles of dissatisfaction. 
The human world is the best place to achieve nivarna but in the god world they cannot achieve this because they are too happy to live a spiritual life and in the hell world there is a great suffering where the mind is to overwhelm by it, therefore there is no opportunity to achieve nirvana.
 But in the human world is a combination of both due to we do not have too much happiness and suffering, therefore we can easily experience what does it feels like to be in both state and to have a mindset to actually live a spiritual life to end suffering to be able to live a happy life, which allows us to find the path to liberation.

3 forces at center: 
In the center of the wheel three psychological forces that drive the samasara process
· Rooster- represents attraction and desire. The mindset is that I want  it and the motivation is to  do everything to get it 
· Serpent – aversion or fear. I don’t want it and the motivation to get away from it
· Pig- delusion- ego delusion and the delusion of the eye because in the eye is where the wants, aversion and desire is hitched to the feeling that I am, therefore is the want to get this, to fear this. It also represents ignorance. In the Buddhist theory where there is a realization of no permanent and unchanging essential eye, so much as the eye goes down and so much less wanting and fearing because nothing is there to hang it on.  Everyone has a button and it’s their eye and they will give back at you but if there is no eye = no buttons.  Therefore, everyone can push all they want= makes life easier 
· The image from the slide – the karma – good actions represents by the nicely dress people going up in the wheel of life and the naked people represent bad karma –falling out from the heaven world. In the showmatic? Culture – the Buddha up and down path - > good action = nice place and vice versa. 

no soul ideal:
no continuing aspect:
death of the Buddha (how would the remains be stored):
1...truth of suffering – it is universal to all human being
2. Truth of the cause of suffering – is based on the desire of human beings 
3. Truth of secession of suffering that it can taken over or eradicate
4.  The path to secession of suffering 
The dharma wheel – represents to the path of enlightenment and the deer park– where h give his sermon.
· The death of the Buddha – parinirvana – and lies in the right side and hands under his cheek.  In Buddhism they try to put the death person in the same position.
· The stupa – the burial mount – Buddha advice that after the cremation that his relics must be in cased in a burial mountain. The stupa is a relicuary.

· The last passage of the sutra – shows the Buddha’s personality – because he realizes that he is going to die and his last meal was from this lay person. The Taghtagada – knows that he is going to die and he told his assistant to tell the blacksmith and to make sure that the death of the Buddha in his house is a good thing for him, because the two offerings of  the fruit/ food before he attains pari-nirvana = great merit for that person. (For example, if the pope died in your house = the person can be easily shun upon).
· Anunda asked the budda – he answer they should not be bother and hindered  not yourself by Honoring the body Tagatada, because there are a lots of  good lay people , noble people and wealthy people who would look after that . His monks should devote to their own good.
· Buddah- said that they should treat the remains of the Taghtagada similar to the way they treat the body of the King and gave instructions of how the body should be wrapped, how to be burn and the type of vessels in where it should be place in.
·  At the four crossed road they erect a crouned ?/ crane ? the budda authorizes the stupa as a markers for his death. It also has something to do with the formation of the pilgrimage  because the stupa is the Buddhist monument. 
· And crane should be erected and whoever puts their flower, and make salutation, flowers, perfume and becomes in its presence become common? Heart. The stupa is there to serves as a focus for lay devotion and to remember the Buddha at the place and their minds become calm, therefore because they have calm and satisfied their hear they will be reborn after death  when the body have dissolves in the happy  realm in heaven, because for the Buddhist believes  the mind upon death is a strongest indicator  of the future condition of birth.
· Another tender moment, Ananda (is not enlighment) – closes disciples of the Buddha, weeping because he is losing his Guru and he is not enlightened yet. But Buddha told him not to weep, because that is it in the nature of all things near and dear we must separates ourselves – because everything that comes into being and in its own nature has an inherent way of its own dissolution or death. 

last words of the Buddha:
· The guide for his monks is the dharma and the rules of the orders/ discipline of the monastic orders that he already sent out, therefore the Buddha did not appoint any successor after him to become the leader of the monks/ or the entire Buddhist community. The teaching and rules that they have should be their guidelines. 
· They might be some doubts – asked not because he is going to die  but no one asked, therefore, no one doubts or questioned ( Ananda was amazed ). And the Buddha points out the difference between the one who knows and the one who thinks/believe and point out to Ananda – spoken with faith but he know so that no one has any doubt 
· His last word” Decay is inherent in all of all component things and work out with your salvation with diligence.” – in all things that are put together – decays are inherent  in them 
· Before he dies he went  to different stages of meditation and those who did attained liberation were weeping and those who were boar their grief and collected and composed – *it is not that they don’t have grief – They have feeling  but with the thought that all impermanent things are components things, therefore they all dissolves.

Tibetan Buddhism: 
3 bardo states of death:
Chikai Bardo – the period of the “dying process” culminating in the moment of death.
Laid out in great detail – based on the ancient understanding of phenomena as consisting of the 4 great elements earth, water, fire, air -- we can understand it in terms of solidity, liquidity, heat and breath.

Stages of dying
1. the earth element dissolves – external sign is that all the physical aspects of the person, body becomes wasted, shrunken, powerless, sight becomes dim –
*internal sign - mirage-like images fill the mind

2. water element dissolves – all liquids of the body dry up. Saliva, sweat, urine, hearing becomes dim, sensation is going 
* internal sign – smoke-like images fill the mind

3. fire element dissolves – heat, all the digestive processes failing, memory fails, person doesn’t know what’s happening in the family, doesn’t care – 
*internal sign – flashes of light like sparks or fire-flies fill the mind

4. air element dissolves – gross inhalation and exhalation stop – person can no longer perform any physical activity and is not conscious of external things.
 *Internal sign - a flickering light like a sputtering candle flame fills the mind

· all the gross physical factors of the person are now gone – but the person is not considered dead – consciousness is still associated with the body – there is still internal subtle energy present that supports consciousness.

· Now the mind begins to dissolve and this process is not really dissolution, it is more that the grosser levels of mind like conceptual thought and emotion fade away and successively subtle levels of mind begin to manifest.

5. when conceptual thought ceases, mind is taken over by a field of white light – the kind of visual space that you find on a bright moonlit night and empty space sky

6. when this mind dissolves then the mind is filled with red light – the visual space of a sunlit autumn sky – golden-red

7. when this mind dissolves then mind is filled with black light

8. then finally the mind becomes filled with completely clear empty radiance. This is considered the subtlest level of mind and is called the clear light of death – this is the experience of the absolute true nature of mind and phenomena and if it is recognized then one attains liberation. But for most of us it is completely transparent, nothing to see, nothing to be aware of and so awareness itself goes unrecognized – this is considered to be the natural state of the mind, which is present in every moment of individual awareness and is unrecognized. It is a state of non-duality and can last for an instant or as long as 3 days or more.

This mind of clear light does not only arise at death – it also arises when we pass from one intermediate state to another, so when we pass from waking to dreaming or from waking to meditation state, from waking to dying.

After 3 days, there are signs that the subtlest energy-consciousness has separated from the body – usually blood or pus oozing from the eyes, nose, mouth or crown of the head – and now the body can be cremated

When consciousness is separated from the gross body mind distractions, the person can hear and understand with much greater clarity than in life.

The person has been falling asleep into unconsciousness – if the clear light of one’s own true nature of mind is not recognized, then the person wakes up into the next bardo state, the bardo of the Intermediate State also called the Bardo of Reality-as-it-is. Like falling asleep and waking up into a dream, where once again you can see and talk and have emotions etc. 

Chonyid Bardo – the period of the Intermediate state also called the Bardo of Reality-as-it-is

· This is a period when the person is said to be aware of people crying, aware of their own corpse – can be very confusing time, because just like in a dream, you have no idea that you are dreaming/ dead so you wonder what’s going on.

· The lama clarifies the situation by telling you, now death has come for you and don’t be afraid, everyone has to go thru this – let go of your body – no more use to you – let go of family, they cannot come with you

· In this state, just as in a dream there are many visions and hallucinations - Both peaceful and beautiful as well as horrific and terrifying.

· The lama reminds the person that there is nothing to fear because these are all projections of one’s own mental state

· Again and again the Bardo thodol repeats – “listen without distraction” 
And “recognition and liberation are simultaneous”

· The moment you recognize the fundamental awareness, the basis on which both good and bad perceptions arise, then you can transform perceptions because they are not ultimate. 

· The idea is not to identify with the dualistic mind that has these perceptions –not to take them as having ultimate status or reality

· In that state wake up and realize that these are all just projections of mind.

· In the Chonyid Bardo, the hallucinations appear in the form of what are called the Five Buddhas appearing to the person on each successive day, first in their peaceful forms and then in their terrifying forms.

· The symbolism of the Five Buddhas is quite complex – they represent the entirety of the physical cosmos and the personality – they are associated with the five mental poisons or afflictions of – desire, pride, hatred, jealousy, ignorance
They are also associated with the five aspects of enlightened mind called the Five Wisdoms 

· In other words, the 5 Buddhas represent the transformation from ordinary mind to enlightened mind and the non-duality of ordinary and enlightened.

· They appear to the person shining with five brilliant lights that represents their nature and also accompanied by soft attractive lights that represent the various realms of rebirth. The Bardo Thodol instructs the person to turn away from the soft alluring light of samsara and go towards the brilliant light of enlightened wisdom.

· The period of the three bardos associated with dying and rebirth is said to last 49 days at the end of which time the causes and conditions come together for the person to take rebirth – which is like waking up again in the so-called real World from a dream. 

Sipai Bardo – period of the rebirth process
The conditions for rebirth now come together – the person, who in the bardo has no body of flesh and blood but a body made of thought that travels instantly to wherever thought takes it, becomes weary of being tossed and buffeted in the bardo – the thought body just goes instantly to where the thought takes it – no stability -- no rest from the hallucinations – 

No security in the bardo – consciousness is vulnerable to whatever appears – a period of great suffering – the person is searching for security and cannot find it 

So in this final period the person is wishing for the security of a body – solid, secure place

The text says --- Look for a good human rebirth –The person then is conceived and takes birth hopefully in a time and place where someone will point out to them the true nature of mind

· the Bardo Thodol presents the bardo as a fearful and distressing place – the person is comforted by being told not to be frightened of any of the experiences that may arise, to accept death as that which comes to all of us – but the real emphasis in the Bardo Thodol is on the opportunity to recognize the true nature of mind and existence.

· According to Buddhist thought we are born and die without any choice in the matter, driven by karma – so the Bardo Thodol says “listen without distraction,” because now you have a superior opportunity to put an end to the choicelessness of your living and dying – now you have an opportunity to recognize your own nature as the inseparable union of luminosity and spaciousness, clarity and emptiness, compassion and wisdom.

Story of kissa gotami:
her only child have died – carried her baby everywhere to find a medicine to bring the child to life  and the person(old man) said that the Buddha is a great healer and miracle worker. Gisa gotami today and go to the counsellor, which would do everything to tell Gisa to accept the death. But in Buddhism teaching is based on experience – therefore one must experience o figure out the truth about something because it does not matter what others experience, if you have not experience it you would not have any confidence for such matter. The Buddha agrees to bring the child  back to life – to bring the child to life she must find  a mustard seed in a household where there has not been any death – and realized that death is a universal thing .

Chinese:
1- the boundaries between a life and death are porous, life and death form a continuum, not a break, there is a community of living, and a community of dead. High ancestor, god. The continuity of community, living pay respects to the dead. 
2-main religious issue is the health and wellbeing of the person in this life, and beyond this life. You have a long life, a rich life, and many children to continue your line. Valid spiritual goals. 
3-on going concern for the welfare of the person after death, the concern with the person does not end at death. Spring cleaning ritual, and all the rituals with paper mansions, spirit money, to ensure they continue in a good life after death
4-ideas of the end of time and eternal salvations are not prominent, and do not have much effect on how religion is practiced. The emphasis is on practice of the religion, no the beliefs. 
There is quite a complex funereal, it’s important to recognize the importance of death rituals in every community. Death creates a great rupture in the community, but it’s so for other families and communities, death rituals are part of the ways in which you can use a metaphor to heal the community, but also make peace with those who have died. Death leaves families with sadness, guilt, things left unsaid. Death rituals are a way to do the best for the person who has died, a way to express all ones good wishes. 
The soul theory. 
you need to understand that all Chinese theory of being and existence is based on yin/yang. There are different theories on the origin of these terms. Originally indicated the sunny side of the mountain (yang) and the shaded side (yin). (White yang, black yin) every existing thing balances a yin and yang. All is understood with these complimentary qualities.
[image: ]
Yang: highness, brightness, hotness, expansiveness
yin: lowness, darkness, coolness, passivity 
There is not existent that is entirely yin, or entirely yang. Midnight height of yin, the yang forces grow till noon, height of the day.  They are not good and evil, there are both. A balance is good, and unbalance is evil. 
The Hun-yang soul. Life force, vitality, weakened when sick, leaves body in death. This soul goes up to heaven to become an ancestor, or a god/ deity. It is associated with the spirit tablet. 
The p’o-yin soul. It is associated with the physical aspect, and the grave. If not buried properly, it would become a ghost to disturb the family. 
The yellow springs, the ancient Chinese underworld. When people died, it would be the place of the dead. After Buddhism, 3rd-5th cent CE, thought was influenced by heaven and hell cosmology. The underworld becomes a place ruled over by the ten gods of hell. They look at the soul and decide where you go.  Heaven and hell were set up like the bureaucracy, the ruling power. The spirit world is a direct counterpart to the living world. Heaven is the home of the Jade emperor. 
People send spirit money to help with contingencies of the next world.  If you go to heaven or hell, they are not permanent places you go to. 
Strongly influenced by doaist ideas. There are two forms: philosophical, or religious.
Religious: death rituals, the same theoretical basis, an understanding of the Dao as the source of everything. Associated with alchemy, and the magical arts, the search for the key to immortality. It turned from richness, to the secret that could transform the mortal body, into the immortal. Those who achieved this were known as the immortals. The isles of the blessed, island in the South China Sea, but also western mountains of china. 
Paradise of the immortals is the best place to be when you die. In the spirit world, there are gods, ghosts, and ancestors. Gods and ancestors are yang phenomenon. Ghosts are yin phenomenon. To become an ancestor, you must follow the proper actions in the ritual. A ‘drink of immortality’ is given to effigy to promote the chance of the immortal. The spirit is asked to stay in the home, with the family in the spirit tablet.
The yin soul, they become ghosts, those lost at sea, or those with no family. Bandits and beggars in human society.  Offering would be made on a table outside, like cooked food, in hopes that the ghost will pass by. Gods are offered uncooked food, or fruit (they’re above you). The division between these three are not rigid; they can be any of them. If a person dies horribly, who may become a ghost, will usually be given an honoured place in social order, and made a god. Ghosts are not in the social order. A spirit can be both a ghost, and an ancestor: it all depends on the family relations.
After 20 years, the body is exhumed, the bones are cleaned, and they will be buried new or cremated. 
On preservation of the body.  There was a Buddhist practice of mummifying the body while it is still alive, fasting, eating certain toxic but preservative foods, sometimes it worked that the body would be preserved, or it would be gross.
Funereal rituals. Feng-shui, ancient Chinese art of placing body and home is the best path of chi in the area. The grave, make sure the yin soul was content to stay in the body. 
Chinese thought is not systematized. It’s not a case of 1=1, 2=2. It is an organically developed religion, which has all aspects of the 3 religions and the 
Dao-way, Dao de Jing, composed by Lao-Tzu. The Dao that can be told is not the eternal Dao. The name that can be spoken or named is not the eternal name.  The eternal Dao is nameless; it cannot be named, has no form, but is the origin of everything.  This is the basis of philosophical Dao. The best life is a harmonious life, living with the Dao, the modest life working with what is there. 
Chuang Tzu-the soul. There are many changes, a change to a spirit, to a body, to be born, to die,
There is a strong sense of moral justice in Chinese religions.
There is an overall concern for wellbeing in this life and in the next, in Chinese religions.
Everyone had their place and their duty. How do you relate to the soul? The relationship between family members, friends, what is the proper relationship between people? Teacher and student. Government, and governed.
Life and death are a continuum, nobody disappears. 


Religious and philosophical Daoism
Confucianism: interest in right and wrong, the proper way
Daoism: interest in mystical way of nature, dao, magic inherent in nature of things
Buddhism: karma, cause and effect, merit and demerit

Juanzhu and his wifes death
Ivan illych read it again
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