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Sociology: The scientific study of society

Sociologists; 
· Notice social patterns
· They investigate and challenge commonly help assumptions 

The sociological imagination 
· The ability to see the relationship between persona experiences and the larger society 

Coffee: a purely private matter
· Implies a cultural setting
· Socially significant
· Socially acceptable
· Socially available
· Implies an extensive social division of labor and a complex social organization
· Implies the world history, economics, and politics of coffee 
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Lecture 2

When, where and why was sociology invented?
- 1838
- classical philosophers 
Confucius (1551-1479 BC)
Plato (427 – 347 BC)
Aristotle (384 – 322 BC)
Shakespeare (1564-1616)
No one attempted analyze society for what it really was. 

Scientific revolution
Industrial and urbanization revolution 
Political revolution 







· Industrialization:
- From agriculture and handmade products to manufacturing and related industries
· Urbanization: 
· Population moving from rural areas to cities 

Emergence of many new social problems
· Anonymity, isolation, inadequate housing, crowded city, homelessness, poverty, pollution, criminal behavior 
This led to;
· Popular discontent among the working class; 
· Strikes, protest, social uprising, riots against police

Political/democratic revolutions
· Changes in political thought
· Society as the product of individual self-interest 
· New political climate: individual freedom and rights
· The French revolution
· Introduction of a new principle into history by demanding political action to redress mass poverty 
· Liberty, equality, and fraternity 

The French revolution believed; 
· The social order was the expression of gods will
· People not god are responsible for changes in society

Early sociologists

· How and why do societies change? 
· What are the social forces holding societies together to create order and stability over time?
· How do modern societies differ from the preceding ones? 












---
The founding fathers of sociology

Auguste comte (1798-1857)

· Coined the word sociology but preferred social physics
· Sought to do a science of society 
· Social statics (order and stability) and dynamics (conflict and change) 
· Believed that the French revolution weakened the social fabric of France
· He believed that he might discover the laws of society to solve social problems  
· Believed that society follows structured universal laws


Emile Durkeim (1858-1917)

· Created the first rules of methods in sociology 
· Brought sociology to the university, created the first chair in sociology at La Aorbonne in Paris
· Trained the first students in the discipline 
· Created the first academic sociological journal 
· Wrote about crime and punishment, social division of labour, suicide, justice
· Concerned with order of social order and stability

· Believed that society is more than the sum of its part 
· Has a unique character of its own; not reducible to the behavior of any one individual 
· Social fact;
· Patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feelings that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person (act differently depending on who you are with; professor, parents, family…) 

Suicide as a social fact

· Social distribution of suicide and its rate among different groups and countries
· For any given country, the suicide rate is stable over time
· It also differed wildly among them
· Categories of people with strong social ties had low suicide rates; more socially isolated or individualistic people had higher suicide rates 






Karl Marx (1818-1883)

· Economist, philosopher, historian, social theorist, and political activist
· He never considered to himself a sociologist

· Stressed the importance of social conflict, and the need for further change and revolution
· Concerned about oppression, exploitation, and alienation 

· Economic determinism:
· Every aspect of social life is based on economic relationships
· The key to human history: 
· The conflict between those who own the means of production and those who do not: class conflict
· In the case of industrial societies:
- The conflict between the bourgeoisie (capitalist class) and the proletariat      (working class) 

 Max weber (1864-1920)

· meaningful social action
· - motives that underland human behavior 
· how people interpret and explain behavior of others
· the ways that these actions have an affect on social orders

Sociological theories

· sociology;
· a conceptual overview of the way something works
· a set of logically interrelated statements that tries to predict social events
· social theorizing; a weaving isolated obeservations into an understanding of human society and behaviors
· 
theoretical perspective
· a view point toward a subject
· each perspective directs our attention to what to study, questions to be asked and how to ask them
· each presepctive explains reality and explain data differently 

major prespective in sociology 
· Functionalist
· conflict
· symbolic interactionist 
· Feminist
Functionalist perspective (structural functionalism) 
· society operates as a system of interalted parts, each performs on of several social functions
parts; social inisituions, economy, family, education, gender, religion
· institutions provide rules that bind people toghether (governing, behavours, common value
· society is a system of well intergraded institutions


conflict perspective 
· assumes society will change or should be changed to fight against social inequalities
· inscription on Marx movement in highgate community
brief critical evaluation
· by highlighting inequality and division, glosses over how shared value or interdependaty generates unity among members of society
· by pursuing political goals, reliqnues any claim to scientific objectivity 
· functionalist and conflict perspectes envisions society in a very broad and abstract terms; large scale social structures

merton on social functions
· manifest functions; recognized and intended consequences of any social pattern
· latent functions consequence that are largely unrecognized and unintended (education system)
· dysfunctions; undesribable consequences of a any social pattern for the operation of society

functionalist perspective brief critical evaluation
· how to assume society has a natural order when social patterns differ from place to place
· by emphasizing social integration tends to gloss over inequality based on social class, race, gender, division that may generate discomfort
conflict perspective
· conflict
· class
· condensation
· change

· society is an area of inequality, conflict, change and continuis power

· social class, race, gender and imbinded to unequal distribution of money, power, education

· social system benefits some and despises others 
Functionalist and conflict perspectives:
Brief critical evaluation

· Functionalist and conflict perspectives envision society in very broad and abstract terms: large-scale social structures and social systems 

Symbolic-interactionist perspective 
· Micro-level focus: social interactions in specific situations (face to face, reciprocal exchanges) 
· Symbolic because looks at the meaning of the interaction: 
· Plans, intentions, motivations, and self-reflectivity of actors; Through speech, written language, intonations, signs, gestures, body language, gift giving etc… 
· Envisions society as the product of the everyday interactions of individuals, as a shared reality created by the interactions of its members

Symbolic interactionist perspective: 
 Brief critical evaluation: 

· By focusing on day-to-day and face to face interactions, ignores the larger social institutions in which behavior takes place
· Downplays the global aspects of culture, and the effects of socially imposed definitions of race, ethnicity, gender, class, and age on peoples lives 
The feminist perspective
· Focuses on the significance of gender in understanding and explaining inequalities between men and women in all areas of social life
· Encompasses both the micro and the macro levels of analysis;
· Construction and reproduction of gender
· Series of constraints and form of resistance in women’s lives

Feminist Perspective: 
 Brief critical evaluation 
· Woman- centered 
· explicitly ideological 

Sociology is the systematic study of human society and social interaction

Dorothy Smith – most influential feminist in Canada








Common sense
· the sense we have in common 
· the fact that a belief is widespread among the population doesn’t make it true 
· hard to refute
· based on rudimentary reasoning
· not universally accepted 

False Obviousness 
· Lazarsfeld: austrain born American sociolgosit (1901-1976)
· paul lazarsfeld and R.K mertons the American soldier (1949)
· Soldiers from the southern US handled the hot climate of the pacific islands better than the northern US soldiers 
· The morale of soldiers from the countryside was better than of the soldiers from the cities
· The desire of the soldiers to be brought back home stronger during combat and hostilities than it was after German surrender and the end of the war
· All false statements to manipulate common sense 
· Warn the audience of self evident observations  

The only evident thing is that we have to be suspicious and question everything

Prejudice and stereotypes

Prejudice: a pre judgment 
Stereotypes: overgeneralizations about the appearance, behavior, mindset, or other characteristics of members of particular groups
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