Critical Thinking 1

A few key terms and concepts:
-Statement/claim: an assertion that something is or is not the case
-Proposition: the specific thought or idea that the statement expresses
“It is snowing” “Il neige” “Het sneewt” (all express the same proposition)
-Premise: A statement that is offered in support of a conclusion
“All universities are great places to learn” “Ryerson is a university”
-Conclusion: A statement that is held to be supported by one of more premises
“Ryerson is a great place to learn”
-Argument: Is a set of statements, one of which, (the conclusion), is taken to be supported by the remaining statements (the premises)
-Inference: Is the process of reasoning from a premise or premises to a conclusion, based on those premises 

The steps of Argument Analysis:
0. Figure out if it really is an argument or not
1. Reconstruct the argument
2. Evaluate the argument 
Step 1: arguments are not always presented/written/stated in the clearest way. We will learn how to identify and clearly display the underlying logical structure of an argument.
Step 2: this is not evaluating its literary merit or rhetorical power
-An argument has rhetorical power when it has a tendency to convince or persuade 
-We will evaluate the rational strength of arguments. Arguments have rational strength when the premises provide good reasons to thinking that the conclusion is true

A Definition of Critical Thinking
“Critical thinking is the systematic analysis or formulation of arguments by rational standards”
-It’s systematic because it involves distinct procedures and technical methods (not just gut feelings)
-It’s used to analyze existing arguments and to formulate new ones
-It evaluates arguments in terms of how well their premises support their conclusions
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