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A quick summary of some important points in Descartes’ Meditations 1 & 2:

Take the following proposition:

I see a tree, therefore a tree exists

Is the inference certain?

No. Proof: the dream argument of the Evil Genius

Take now:

	“I don’t exist” uttered by whoever “I” is

Is the inference certain?

Yes. Why? Because its the utterance of the sentence is self-refuting: in order for me to say “I don’t exist” I must exist; therefore “I don’t exist’ whenever it is uttered is always false.

Now, what is this “I” that necessarily exists when I think about it? A thinking thing or a mind (53b2). It is the source of all certainty. This is what Descartes illustrates with the wax example:

[bookmark: _GoBack]I know it is the same piece of wax that undergoes the various changes it is subjected to, but I only see those changes. Therefore, what I know does not come from what I see. But what I see comes from the senses; what I know comes from the mind.







