Law and Politics in Multicultural Democracies (W1 [2])

What is multiculturalism?

Describes a population that is diverse (ethnicity, culture, religion, race) (gender, sexual orientation and gender identity, disability, age, socio-economic status)

Race: groups presumed to share a biological ancestry

Nationality: people who have citizenship in a particular country

Ethnic group: a group of people that share a social identity (socially defined) (racial group has biological ancestry, ethnic group shares social understanding of a shared ancestry)

Religion: common spiritual beliefs, a group of common faith

Culture: a set of shared beliefs, meanings, norms, and practices that form a comprehensive worldview that can unite a group and contribute to the identity of its members, have a role in structuring and regulating the lives of its members as well

Types of minorities:
· Indigenous peoples
· Long-standing minorities (e.g. Quebecois in Canada, African Americans in the United States)
· Immigrants*
· Economic immigrants
· Refuges
· Temporary migrants

Multiculturalism as a demographic fact
· A population with pluralism
· Diversity: the quality of having many different forms or types
· Pluralism: A situation in which people of different social classes, races, religions are together in a society but continue to have different 

Multiculturalism as a political philosophy
· Irene Bloemraad explains how multicultural theory is different from a classical liberal perspective on pluralism
· Classical liberalism
· Individualism
· Everyone in society has the same rights and responsibilities
· Everyone should be given the same treatment regardless of race, ethnicity, culture, and religion
· Multicultural theorists critique this perspective
· Multicultural theorists critiques the classical liberal perspective by arguing that “cultural neutrality in public institutions is impossible”
· The majority and cultural neutrality 
· The impact of cultural neutrality on minorities
· The impact of an individualistic perspective 
· Some political philosophers argue that people are born into cultural groups that give meaning and identity

A multicultural perspective
· Multicultural philosophers argue that state governments should recognize cultural minorities as a way of security equality
· In other words, multiculturalism involves recognizing the importance of cultural groups
· Difference-blind treatment (treat everyone the same, be respective of factors like race, religion, culture)
· Group-differentiated treatment (groups are given different treatment, specific recognition, different accommodation as a means of achieving equality)

Multiculturalism as a public policy
· Not describing a population’s diversity, not referring to a philosophical position
· How a government puts law and policy in place to respond to a population with pluralism
· Multicultural policies: measures that go beyond tolerating diversity, to extend official recognition and accommodation of diversity
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Much of the class will deal with such law and policy 
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