CLASS NOTES
· Very little research was done after this piece
· Not all communities within the Arab world consider themselves Arabs
· Abu-Laban’s book, An Olive Branch on the Family Tree, was commissioned by the Canadian government

· Arabs, or more specifically, Syrian-Lebanese immigrants, began to arrive in Canada in small numbers in 1882
· Their immigration was relatively limited until 1945, after which time it increased progressively, particularly in the 1960s and thereafter
· The designation of Arab in the census can be unclear because it can refer to a geographic region, an ethnic group, or a language group and the Arab classification includes people who are not included elsewhere
· In 2006, there were 86,135 Canadians who claimed Arab origin and 31,375 who claimed Syrian origin. According to the 2006 census, the Arab ethnic population numbered almost 350,00 people of which 71,705 described their ethnic origin as Arab.
Arab Canadians or Canadian Arabs?
The label “Arab Canadian” does not refer to one religious affiliation or country of origin but to a mixture of characteristics and beliefs that members of this ethnic group have assimilated from their family or have acquired in Canada. Of the people who described themselves as Arab in the 2006 census, 44% were Muslims, 28% were catholic, 11% were Christian Orthodox, 5% were protestant, and 6% had no religious affiliation.


Three periods of growth
· 1880s-1910s: formative period (7000 immigrants)
· Canada’s policies encouraged immigration
· 1920s-1940s: slow growth
· Syrians treated as Asians 
· Natural increase by birth
· 1950s-1970s: Post War Period
· Middle eastern people treated as Europeans
Syrians
· Before 1945, virtually all of the Arab immigrants to Canada came from Syria and Lebanon
· Peddling among Syrian immigrants (mostly Christians) had a profound impact on their economic well and their geographic distribution (Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto)
· The coming together of relatively large numbers of Syrian immigrants in these cities was an important factor in the development of ethnic institutions, both religious and social.
Factors in Immigration
· Christian and Muslim Syrians were socially and politically oppressed under Turkish rule
· Millet system: control over personal matters, but used to divide and isolate the population
· Ie. Syrians start belonging to small ethnic groups (ie Armenian, Allawi, etc)
· Presence of European nationals in the region, Westernization through French and British missionaries
· Miserable economic situation
· Canada as a land of freedom and opportunities
· Perception of well-being through remittances frequent returns
Egypt (post war period)
· between 1946 and 1975, the largest number of immigrants from the arab world came from Egypt, followed by immigrants from Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, Jordan and Tunisia.
· The Coptic Orthodox Church was established in 1965, following the arrival of large numbers of Coptic immigrants from Egypt
Factors in immigration:
· social and career advancement
· kin and friends
· political considerations
· spirit of adventure
· other reasons
· immigrants from Egypt tended to verbalize political disaffection and hopes for a higher standard of living and better future more frequently, and family reasons less frequently, than immigrants from other Arab states
Main characteristics of Arab Canadian Immigration
· Settlement in urban areas; scattered not segregated
· 83% of Arab Canadians settled in Quebec and Ontario, as well as Alberta
· Labor force: peddling in early periods, professional and white-collar careers in posr war period
· Educational attainment (23% in 1911) is higher than the Canadian average (11%)
· Religious institutions were established (first churches then mosques) in addition to secular organizations
· Desire to maintain links with heritage******
ABOUD
· Highlight elements of continuity discernible in migratory processes and in state practices of entry regulation
· Seminal histories in the USA and Australia, but Canada and the USA migration flows are intertwined
· Global scope of migration practices 
· Horizontal continuities (Arab identities and pan-Arab solidarities) and vertical continuities (arrival periods, generations, class positions)
· Continuities through 
· Sponsorship (nuclear families)
· Policies before and after the war
· Effect of rules and regulations on actual admissions

Guest speaker
Key factors to integration: these elements were important for Arab Canadians to integrate into Canadian culture 
· Immigration status
· Research
· Expectations
· Previous experience in a different country
· Languages
· Social network
Barriers to integration
· Initial attitudes  inevitable reactions to cross-cultural encounters  coping strategies  results
· Some may arrive open and accepting vs suspicious and scared
· Then cultural differences are noticed
· Reactions to this may be frustration, confusion, tension, embarrassment
· Coping strategies can be
· Positive: observe, listen, inquire
· Negative: criticize, rationalize, withdraw
· Results can be rapport and understanding, or alienation and isolation
· Barriers:
· Culture shock
· Daily life (bus pass, etc)
· Safe, affordable and quality housing
· Understanding the education system/access to childcare
· Isolation/living within ethnic communities
· Knowledge of customs and laws
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fear of deportation
· Languages
· Credentials/degrees recognition
· Employment/low self-esteem
· Finances
· Lack of information about resources





PERSONAL NOTES
First 4 Arab-speaking immigrants to Canada:
· 1883
· Joseph Jebawy and father, Abraham Bounadere, Peter Tady
· All were Syrian migrants
Many Migrants were coming to Canada at the time
· Migration had more than double in the previous year
· An increasing number of immigrants to Canada came from outside the US and Western  Europe
Inflow of Arab immigrants
· Syrian residents in Canada went from 4 to 10 in 2 years (1885), then up to 50 in 1890
· 150 Arab-speaking immigrants arrived to Canada during this period
· by 1901, 2,000 people of Syrian origin made Canada their home
· in 1911, 7,000 people of arab origin had made their way to Canada
· after 1912, Syrian immigration to Canada was severely reduced
· In the 1880s, immigrants were receiving public opposition
· Especially Asian immigrants
· A tax was placed in 1885 on Chinese immigrants
· A bigger tax was placed, and a landing fee was imposed on immigrants from Asia (other than Japan or China)
· This was intended to be aimed at India but included Syrians
· During the Great Depression (1930s)
· Limit the volume of total immigration
· A legislation was placed to bring family of workers in Canada (mostly Chinese and Japanese)
· Not Syrians
· Government then ruled only Canadian citizens could bring their wives or children to Canada
· Rate of growth of the Arab community was therefore very slow from 1911-1951  based solely on natural increase
· Between 1931-1941, Syrian-born population decreased 
· Due to return of migration perhaps
Post-war period
· Government is under pressure to liberalize its immigration policy post WW2
· More immigrants from countries other than the US and Western Europe were allowed in
· Residents of Canada were allowed to sponsor different classes of relatives
· Citizens of middle eastern countries came to be treated as Europeans and not Asians
· This brought over more than 4,000,000 immigrants from 1946-1975
· 1/100 immigrants came from the Arab world  48,619
· 1960s saw a huge influx of Arab immigrants 
· Before 1945, all the Arabs came from Syria or Lebanon
· After, the largest number of migrants came from Egypt, then Lebanon, Morocco Syria, Jordan, and Tunisia
· a smaller yet still present number came from Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, etc.
· Arab community rose from 12,301 in 1950s to 19,374 in 1960s, then 28,550 in 1971  increased by 57% between 1951-1961, then 47% between 1961-1971
· Number of Arabs in Canada comes from Canadians claiming Arabic as their mother tongue  underestimate 
· Estimated 50-60,000 people of Arab origin in Canada in 1971, then 70-80,000 at the end of 1975
· Growth rate of 30%
Geographic distribution
· First major destination for Arabs was Montreal
· Upon arrival, many started as peddlers, ditch diggers, factory workers, unskilled workers in various jobs
· Peddling had the most profound effect on their economic well being and geographic distribution
· Syrian entrepreneurs of Montreal went off to other cities after their success
· Established business in Three Rivers, Ottawa, Toronto, London, Windsor, Sault Ste Marie, ad North Bay
· Syrian immigrants did not settle permanently
· Moved elsewhere when their business outgrew a given community
· Larger cities (Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa) saw more enduring settlements 
· Syrians then moved their business to the Maritime
· Large settlements in Halifax and Nova Scotia, Charlottetown, and St John’s
· Few Arab families went into farming
· Syrian Canadians were relatively evenly spread
· Arab immigrants to Canada are among the least residentially segregated ethnic groups
· The Arab-Canadian community is more of a mental than physical construct (in Toronto & other cities)
· Provinces with smallest Arab population were BC and PEI
· Between 1961-1971, 3 significant changes occurred:
· Size of the Arab community in Ontario surpassed that of Quebec
· Alberta had the third largest Arab community in Canada
· Arab Canadians are more concentrated than in earlier years
· Large population of immigrants from North Africa
· French oriented  go for Quebec
· Reasons for moving to Canada:
· Relatives
· Friends
· University
· Orientation of the city of destination**** p67
· Perceived prosperity of that city
· Despite strong descent ties, there were no clear incentives for Arab Canadians to establish their own “Arabvilles” in Canada
Age-sex composition 
· Early Syrian immigrants: mostly male, relatively young, largely unattached
· Women were almost total absent because of cultural restrictions on their independent movement
· In the late 180s, couples and some unattached women began to arrive
· As men became more economically established, women came to reunite with their husbands or to get married
· Sex ratio (number of male/100 females)  
· Higher among immigrants than Canadians of Arab origin
· 1911-1971: steady decline in the world and the Arab-Canadian group of men to women
· Clear surplus of males in the Arab population but not in the Canadian population
· Arabs had a greater population of women aged 20-39 than Canadians did 
Factors in migration
· First Arab migrants were mostly Christians and Syrians
· In 1931: only 645 Muslims out of 10,070 Arabs
· The larger portion of the Arab world was under Turkish control until the end of WWI
· Syria was subject to firmer control
· As a colonized people, Muslim and Christian Syrians were socially and politically oppressed under the Turkish rule
· More so than inhabitants of Saudi Arabia
· Syrian Christians felt greater pressure from the Turkish rulers than their Muslim compatriots
· Millet system of administration:
· Gave non-Muslim sects full legal control over matters pertaining to personal status 
· Used to divide the population, heighten the visibility of Christian sects
· Aids the government in having a stronger hold over them
· Because of increased social isolation from each other, sects tended to harbor feelings of jealousy, rivalry, and suspicion towards each other
· Lebanon is identified as the most modern and westernized among the Arab states
· Missionaries opened Western-type schools and established strong social relations with the local residents
· Lebanese economy was hit hard
· Mountain peasants were mostly Christian and searched for relief
· Played a large role in desire to move to Canada
· Canada was seen as a land of freedom and economic opportunities
· In post-war years, a larger proportion of non-Christians arrived, and came from more diverse Arab countries
· Social, economic, and political factors in the Arab world were still primary reasons for the emigration of many Arab nationals
· A “pull” factor from Canada outweighed the “push” factor from the home country, bringing over more immigrants for reasons like education and jobs
· Political estrangement was an important factor in emigration
· Political instability
· Loss of freedom
· Political repression
· Discriminatory treatment
· Government policy (ie socialism)
· Political-economic reconstruction of Egypt led to the alienation of many people whose property, work, or means of livelihood were threatened by the socialistic measures of the 1960s
· Government also imposed severe restrictions on imports, luxury good, foreign travel, and export of Egyptian currency
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