

COURSE INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. SUTAMA GHOSH

ROOM NUMBER:                JOR 629
EXTENSION:                        6170
EMAIL:                                  sutama@geography.ryerson.ca

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAYS 10 AM TO 11AM
                                 WEDNESDAYS 10 AM TO 12 NOON
		          FRIDAY 10 AM TO 12 NOON
                                 
LECTURES: Wednesdays 12:10pm to 2:10pm (RCC 201)		
TUTORIALS: Fridays 2pm to 3pm (ENGL G06) 				

PRE-REQUISITES:	 This is an Upper Level Liberal Study course.  It is not available to students in the Geographic Analysis Program.
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DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
GEO 507 
SECTION 2
THE EXPLORATION OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

1

***The online Faculty Course Survey will be conducted between November 13-23, 2015***
***The paper-based Faculty Course Survey is scheduled between Nov. 23 and Dec. 4, 2015***

IMPORTANT DATES:

First Day of Class for this course – September 9th Wednesday 
Last Day to Drop the course: November 20th Friday

IMPORTANT DATES for this COURSE:

	October 7th
	Documentary and Field Work assignment explained in class

	October 9th
	Field Work Day

	October 21st
	Field Work submission in person in class

	October 30th
	Tutorial on Census Data Collection and Analysis

	November 6th
	Tutorial on Essay Writing

	November 11th 
	Group Work Day

	November 18, 20, 25 and December 2nd
	Group Presentations

	November 27th
	Essay submission in person in class and  Exam Review

	December 4th
	In Class Test 




CLASS PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE: ATTENDANCE IN THE LECTURES, TUTORIALS and the FELD TRIP IS MANDATORY. 



COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course examines the internal structure of the contemporary city from a geographic viewpoint. The course is issue-oriented and focuses on transportation, housing and other land use problems and solutions (formerly GEO 307).

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
This course examines the various issues of a contemporary city from a geographic viewpoint. The course is divided into two sections. In the first half, you will be introduced to the meaning of “Urban”. We will explore how cities form and grow and how cities change under various Socio-economic, and political systems.  We will critically discuss key terms, such as “Urbanisation”, “Urban Morphology”, “Land Use”, “Urban Form”, “Fordism”, “Modernism”, “Postmodernism” and “Postfordism”.  In the second  half of the course we will focus on studying “neighbourhood change” by evaluating historical and present processes of urban growth and change.  As a practical example, we will visit certain neighbourhoods of Toronto, and note the complex changes—in housing, businesses, social services, and communities. Various geographic techniques are used to explore spatial equity and spatial efficiency, service areas, redistricting, and neighbourhood development. The instruction will be in the lecture format. In the tutorials class participation is particularly encouraged.
In this course you will:
· Learn various approaches to the study of city forms and city lives
· Develop critical perspectives on concepts 
· Analyze Census data, Archival Materials
· Learn how to work as a group—Work in a group, sharing academic resources, and developing collegiality 
· How to provide and accept constructive criticisms

REQUIRED TEXTS: There is no REQUIRED text book for this course. 
Most of the materials are taken from the following text books which are available in the library and/or at the book store:
(1) Knox, P. L. and L. McCarthy (2005), Urbanization, (2nd Edition), Pearson: Prentice Hall. 
(2) Knox, P. L. and S. Pinch (2010), Urban Social Geography: An Introduction (6th Edition), Pearson: Prentice Hall. 

In addition, a number of “outside” resources are used during the lectures. 
I will use detailed power point presentations and you are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to TAKE NOTES DURING CLASS LECTURES AND TUTORIALS. 
 
TEACHING METHOD:  This course is primarily taught using a lecture method using detailed power point presentations. There is also a field trip component which the students MUST participate in.

POSTING OF GRADES:	Grades will be posted after 2 weeks of submission on DL 2.  Information on grades will not be communicated via email. 


COURSE EVALUATION:
	Course Component
	Weight
	Due Date

	Field Work Due in Class in person
	20
	October 21st

	Group Presentations 
	15
	November 18th, 20th, and 25th   and December 2nd

	Essay Due in Class in person 
(1700 words – 7 pages maximum)
	35 (15+20)*
	November 27th

	In Class Test (Multiple Choice)
	30
	December 4th



*Census data collection and analysis 15 marks and essay 20 marks
FIRST GRADES WILL BE RETURNED by Nov 4th 2015. 




Lecture, Lab and Assignment Schedule: GEO 507 Section 2 Course Schedule:
	W
	DATES 
	TOPICS
	RESOURCES

	1
	Sept 9th W
	INTRODUCTIONS AND EXPECTATIONS

	
	Sept 11th F
	DEFINITIONS AND APPROACHES TO URBAN GEOGRAPHY 
Ref: Chapter 1 Urbanization
SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY AND THE SOCIO-SPATIAL DIALECTIC 
Ref: Chapter 1 Social Geography
	Lecture 1

	2
	Sept 16th W

	THE ECONOMIC CONTEXTS OF CITY LIFE 
Ref: Chapter 3: Urbanization and Chapter 2 Social Geography


	Lectures 2 and 3 




	
	Sept 18th F
	
	

	3
	Sept 23rd W
 
	SPATIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS RIGHTS TO THE CITY: CITIZENS, THE STATE AND CIVIL SOCIETY
	Lecture 4

	
	Sept 25th F
	
	

	4
	Sept 30th W
	URBAN SYSTEMS IN TRANSITION with specific reference to CANADA
Ref: Chapter 4 Urbanization
	Lecture 5

	
	Oct 2nd F
	
	

	5
	Oct 7th W
	DOCUMENTARY 
FIELD WORK ASSIGNMENT WILL BE EXPLAINED IN CLASS

	
	Oct 9th F
	FIELD WORK DAY – no tutorial
	

	6
	|Oct 10 to 16th Reading week no class




	W
	DATES
	TOPICS
	RESOURCES

	7
	Oct 21st W
	OCT 21st SUBMIT FIELD WORK IN PERSON
PATTERNS OF SOCIO-SPATIAL DIFFERENTIATION IN CITIES – with special reference to CANADIAN CITIES
	Lecture 6

	
	Oct 23rd F
	
	

	8
	Oct 28th W
	SEGREGATION IN CITIES – with special reference to CANADIAN CITIES
	Lecture 7

	
	Oct 30th F
	TUTORIAL ON CENSUS DATA COLLECTUION and ANALYSIS 
	

	9
	Nov 4th W

	NEIGHBOURHOOD CHANGE (part 1)

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Lecture 8

	
	Nov 6th F
	TUTORIAL ON ESSAY WRITING

	10
	Nov 11th W
	GROUP WORK DAY – PREPARATION FOR PRESENTATIONS

	
	Nov 13th F
	NEIGHBOURHOOD CHANGE (part 2)

	Lecture 9

	11
	Nov 18th   W
	GROUP PRESENTATIONS ON ASSIGNED TOPICS


	
	Nov 20th F
	

	12
	Nov 25th W
	

	
	Nov 27th F
	EXAM REVIEW AND ESSAYS DUE IN CLASS 

	13
	Dec 2nd W
	GROUP PRESENTATIONS ON ASSIGNED TOPICS


	
	Dec 4th F
	IN CLASS TEST MULTPLE CHOICE






COURSE POLICIES:

· ELECTRONICS IN CLASS -- YOU MAY NOT USE CELLULAR PHONES OR ANY OTHER COMMUNICATION DEVICES FOR ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CLASSROOM. 
· THE INSTRUCTOR MAY ASK YOU TO LEAVE IF YOU ARE DISTURBING HER OR ANYONE ELSE IN THE CLASS.
· YOU MAY USE laptop computers FOR TAKING NOTES ONLY


DEPARTMENT LATE POLICY
The Department of Geography and Environmental Studies has a late assignment policy which specifies a minimum penalty of 20% per calendar day, as outlined in the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies Student Handbook at http://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/geography/Handbook/Student%20Handbook%2014-15.pdf (link to be updated). 

PROVISION FOR MISSED CLASSES AND/OR EVALUATIONS
Students are required to inform their instructors of any situation which arises during the semester which may have an adverse effect upon their academic performance, and must request any considerations and accommodations according to the relevant policies and well in advance. Failure to do so will jeopardize any academic appeals. 

Medical certificates – If a student misses the deadline for submitting an assignment, or the date of an exam or other evaluation component because of illness, he or she must submit a Ryerson Student Medical Certificate AND an Academic Consideration form within three working days of the missed date. If you are a full-time or part-time degree student, then you submit your forms to your own program department or school. The forms are available at http://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/senate/medical.pdf.

Religious observance – If a student needs accommodation because of religious observance, he or she must submit a Request for Accommodation of Student Religious, Aboriginal and Spiritual Observance AND an Academic Consideration form within the first two weeks of the class or, for a final examination, within two weeks of the posting of the examination schedule. If the required absence occurs within the first two weeks of classes, or the dates are not known well in advance as they are linked to other conditions, these forms should be submitted with as much lead time as possible in advance of the required absence. If you are a full-time or part-time degree student, then you submit the forms to your own program department or school. The forms are available at http://www.ryerson.ca/senate/forms/relobservforminstr.pdf.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
In order to facilitate the academic success and access of students with disabilities, students should register with the Academic Accommodations Support Office at http://www.ryerson.ca/studentlearningsupport/academic-accommodation-support/index.html. Before the first graded work is due, students should also inform their instructor through an “Accommodation Form for Professors” that they are registered with the Academic Accommodations Support Office.


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
It is the student's responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of Academic Conduct (http://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/senate/policies/pol60.pdf) and understand what plagiarism means. Examples of plagiarism and related misconceptions are listed on the web site of the Office of Academic Integrity (http://www.ryerson.ca/academicintegrity/). Just remember, if you are found guilty of academic misconduct in relation to an assignment or other form of evaluation, the minimum penalty is a grade reduction. A mark of zero “0” on the work falls within the category of grade reduction. As a consequence of any determination of academic misconduct, a “Disciplinary Notice” (DN) will be placed on the student’s academic record.

CLASS PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE: Mandatory

STUDENT EMAIL POLICY
According to the policy on the Establishment and Use of Ryerson Student E-Mail Accounts for Official University Communication (http://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/senate/policies/pol157.pdf) students are required to use their Ryerson email address for communication with the instructor. It is the student’s responsibility to check their Ryerson email and course website regularly.

STUDENT CODE OF NON-ACADEMIC CONDUCT
It is the student's responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of Non-Academic Conduct (http://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/senate/policies/pol61.pdf) and conduct themselves in a manner consistent with generally accepted standards of behaviour, University regulations and policies.
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