PHI1101 
Textbook Chapter 2

Critical thinking is a science and art. 
Critical thinking:
· Humility
· Honest
· Modesty
· Self-control
· Passion for truth
· Openness to self-examination
· Receptivity to change
· Willingness to admit errors
· Courage (to confront one’s shortcomings and to change)

All the above  need reason; reason needs all of the above.


Socrates and the Generals
· Peloppennesian War between Athens and Sparta, Athens won the Arginusae Islands (406 BCE)
· Thousands of soldiers died when the Athenian navy headed home rather than sail into a storm to rescue them. 
· Group of generals ordered to Athens to stand trial for dereliction of duty  death penalty. 
· Men were tried by entire Assembly (6000 people) rather than in a court before the jury, all in one single day.
· Why?
· Assembly had lost loved ones in battle (people cannot reason when grieving)
· Assembly was hurried by the public
· People in large groups think irrationally (6000 people)
· Socrates was presiding officer (epistates).
· He stated that it was morally wrong to twist the law, even if it was the popular thing to do. 
· Socrates blocked the vote.


Opposition to Tyrants
· Athens surrended to Sparta in 404BCE.
· In power came the junta, the Comission of Thirty, aka the “Thirty Tyrants”
· Created an oligargy (“ruled by few”), where only the wealthy could vote. Removed the Greek democracy {“rule by the people”). 
· Any political opponent could be arrested and imprisoned without trial, executed. Confiscated property.
· “Athens’ reign of terror”
· Tyrants ordered Socrates to travel to Greek island of Salamis to arrest Leon, an innocent political opposer. Socrates refused to make the illegal arrest on the grounds that it was immoral. 
· Tyrants imposed law on Socrates to prohibit him from speaking to anyone under 30 years old. Socrates did not follow the law.


Reason is “Priviledged”?
· Socrates believed to test your beliefs and values on the basis of rational standards, hold only those beliefs you have good reason to believe are true, live only by those values you have evidence are moral. 
· Good reasoning is the foundation for the best life a person can live.
· Be in touch with reality and goodness. 

· Feelings, emotions, desires can sometimes lead one to falsehood and moral error. They must be criticized and corrected on the basis of reason. 


Objections and Reply
· Reason can also be wrong, biased, distorted. However, reason alone can self-correct on the basis of criteria related to truth. 
· “Reason is our highest capacity in the sense that it is the only one capable of directing and criticizing all our faculties, including itself”. 


The Divisions of the Soul

The soul (psyche) is composed of three distinct but interrelated parts:
· Reason – rational part seeking knowledge, truth, order through calculation; a conclusion is drawn from evidence and premises. 
· Spirit – houses the emotions (anger, aggression, hatred, joy, happiness, hope). Sources of impulses for self-defense and self-assertion.
· Appetite – hunger, lusts, thirsts, desires.

If reason balances, you are a rational person.
If emotions rule, you are a highly emotional spirit person.
If appetites rule, you are a hedonist (hedon “pleasure”) to pursue pleasure without without regard to rational limits. 

· Socrates believed that the human soul naturally seeks harmony  and balance. When harmony and balance are present, a moral life naturally results. 
· “Balanced” personality  “well-integrated” personaility


The Unexamined Life

· “The unexamined life is not a life worth living”. 
· Examined life – looking into a mirror and asking:
· Are my suumptions really true? Are my actuions truly just? Do my values reflect morality? Am I honest with myself?
· Honesty, self-examination is the best life.

Death of Socrates
· Could have saved his own life: could make a counterproposal. His friends could raise any amount of money necessary. Instead, Socrates proposed a penalty he knew the court would reject: free meals for life in return for his philosophical services. He was sentenced to die.
· Everyone was willing to help him escape. 
· Jailer cried when he gave Socrates the hemlock. 
· Last words: “Crito, I owe a rooster to Asclepius; will you remember to pay the debt?”

Charged with:
· Corruption the youth of Athens
· Worshiping false gods (not a Greek polytheist)
· Introducing new divinities (one God)

-Corruption the youth of Athens was seen as his worst charge as his followers were seen as a threat to the status quo, government. Problematic to the ruling class. It had the most significance to interrupt the political system and initiate great change. Governments do not like to be opposed. 

-Democracy is ruled by the majority. Socrates did not believe this was right because the people do not know enough about the state – the ruling class should be composed of experts, political science majors, philosophers (not bakers and stockbrokers). 
-His questions and elenchus threaten the belief system, justice, the rules of the state. 


Influence of Socrates

Believed:
· Every human being is capable of critical thinking and can live an examined life.
· First step towards the ideal of universal moral equality of all of humanity.
· Believed that moral virtue and philosophy was not only for the upper class. 
· Every individual has moral authority of his/her own soul. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Socrates orients philosophy from natural science (gods) to moral psychology.


Notes:

· A socratic thinker is more of an “inquierer” than an “informer”. INquierer always asks questions and seeks to learn from others; informer tells everyone how it is. 
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