Week 2 - Reading Notes 
How Do We Study Ethnic Conflicts?

The Micropolitics Of Social Violence
By: King, Charles

[bookmark: _GoBack]The debates of the 1990s over the causes of and responses to substate conflict were significant and wide ranging; there is now a sizable literature on ethnic conflict and civil war. But this literature makes few connections to long traditions of scholarly theorizing about collective violence in political science and in allied fields. This article examines two recent books by Mark Beissinger and Ashutosh Varshney that help turn mainstream theorizing about mass violence back toward its roots in problems of social order, state-society relations, and group mobilization. They break down the intellectual wall that has grown up between the study of something called “ethnic” or “nationalist conflict” and a long line of work on collective action in political sociology and cognate disciplines. These books are part of a new micropolitical turn in the field:a concern with uncovering the precise mechanisms by which individuals and groups go about trading in the benefits of stability for the inherently risky behavior associated with mass killing. The final section of the article assesses what such a turn might mean for research methods and theory making in comparative politics and international relations as a whole.


Violence & The Social Construction of Ethnic Identity: Review Essay
By: Fearon & Laitin (2000) 	

We examine the theoretical implications of the observation that ethnic identities are socially constructed for explaining ethnic violence, distinguishing between two classes of mechanisms. If individuals are viewed as the agents who construct identities, then constructivist explanations for ethnic violence tend to merge with analyses that stress strategic action by both elites and mass publics. In contrast, if discursive formations are the agents that construct ethnic identities, then constructivist explanations tend to merge with accounts that stress internal logics of specific cultures. Using the books under review as a “sample,” we find considerable evidence linking strategic aspects of ethnic identity construction to violence and more limited evidence implicating discursive systems. The most common narrative in these texts has largescale ethnic violence provoked by elites, often motivated by intra-ethnic conflicts. Followers follow, despite the costs, out of increased fear of thugs and armies “let go” by elites (both the other side's and their “own”) and often in pursuit of local grievances that may have little ethnic component. Several other mechanisms are also discussed, including the role of discursive systems in conditioning publics for violence and the role of violent efforts to enforce “everyday primordialism” by policing supposedly primordial ethnic boundaries.

Is there case study evidence of a relationship between the social construction of ethnic identities and the probability of ethnic war? The mere observation that ethnic identities are socially constructed does not by itself explain ethnic violence and may not even be particularly relevant. Our purpose here is to see if we can reject the null hypothesis that the social construction of ethnicity has little or no bearing on the likelihood of ethnic violence. Our procedure is to examine closely the narratives of expert observers of some highly violent episodes of ethnic relations. Although a different set of case studies might yield different overall conclusions, the narratives we examined contain useful clues about the mechanisms that link identity construction and ethnic violence.




Thedeote o e 19901 cer he o of s it confct
s snhcan i wde g s 70w s Hevus on e
ok s .t o st ks o oecion 11000 U otrs
r ey e s sl vl s S
i T il rane v vt ks Mk Sesinge 03 At
Varhrey ot el e e ot o e bk o0
o oo . e of s et sz o, o
ttosion, oy sk do e elechel vl o o et
oy of s led i o st ot s i
o sl s in il soclogy 3 e ncelres. e
juriyiiidointilanomiivic iy otion]
e ot s oy it e s st g o
et sty o o sy ey bt siostad i s
T ket o o i s s e i o et
T etk b rd o i

BT ————
By Foson 8 Loun 2000

Wi s h hsrtct oo cartion ot e s
o oy ot o wplrin s b, e e
e et . W o v 0 ot St
St e coneint anlntirs o s vlrcs 0
s o s g sk o b e 1 s S n o,
o a1 Mg i o 9 v,
ot puci chuses g o s oo - o 0
B
Clrc s e e dre xpenig G s o o
o e e s o g S vl oo vy
e, o e by et <o, Foowar o, g e



