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What produces ethnic violence and ethnic conflict? 

"necessary but not sufficient conditions for the outbreak of an ethnic conflict" 

- Ancient hatred
- Modernization 
- Credible commitment
- Fear, rage, hatred, resentment and insecurity 
- institutional weakness 
- Greed  
- Natural Resources 


Laitin + Rothschild model (1996) 

Problem: this is what happened in the Soviet Union, however the act of ethnic conflict is rare in Yugoslavia 
- the model is fully built on what happened in Yugoslavia rather than a more general framework 
- its easy to say "Obviously it was a state breakdown and setting for fear" 

why was the violence so bad in Bosnia but not so bad in Slovania? why did Kosovo happen 3 years after the end of the Bosnian war? 
- the outbreak should be at a similar period
- if this model is right -- why Ukraine now? 

- Some say this model worked because ethnic cleansing happened
- When you dont have the security dilemma (regardless of government) you will have peace not conflict 

IN OUR PAPER
Laitin + Rothschild - gives us a generic understanding of the conflicts 

for Laitin + Rothschild: 
fear is rational 
rage and resentment is not rational 


A Framework to Understand Ethnic Conflict 

Your framework should choose what you're looking at.
- democratization in certain settings has a positive causality on violence 
- in a weak state this will result in violence not peace 

What are we looking to achieve?
"scripts of organized violence" 

Latin and Rothchild - one big story; state breakdown, violence outbreak and how people react 


Motives, Means and Opportunity
- an approach inspired from criminology 

If you fulfill these elements you have a case - a case explaining ethnic violence (motivation, opportunity) 
- this should only be the beginning of your understanding - not the end 

motives: reasons individuals feel the need to engage in ethnic conflict - ethnic fear and hatred 
means: the ability to engage in violence - ethnic groups, leaders, media; weapons
opportunity: the chance - post communist context; available finance


Documentary - primary data, and refuting laitin and rothchilds theory 


Bosnia (Yugoslavia) and Rwanda - two MAIN cases for the Midterm 
- you must understand Bosnia in detail 

Kauffman reading - this week
- he wrote on ethno-symbolism on the Balkans 
causes - literature review of his own work and his own way of understanding Yugoslavia 


Documentary Notes - The Death of Yugoslavia (Part 1: 1990-1991) 
Nationalism, violence, genocide, ethnic cleansing

Communism repressed nationalism in all 
- keeping ethnic hatred buried 

Slobodan Melosivic - moved against the Serb President and conflict began 
- The conflict began with nationalist outbursts from ethnic serbs 

why was the battle of Kosovo chosen as the myth of ethnicity for Serbs??
- 1389 history of Serbia was created (chosen trauma) 
- majority of Kosovo (Muslim Albanians) - stories of Muslim atrocity were readily believed 

According to Laitin Rothechild - this is how insecurity fears conflict 
Our model of analysis is often.....???

Security dilemma - you cannot trust the state anymore for your own security, there is an element of fear 
- the understanding of the act of violence is ethnic (even if its Yugoslav police) it is seen as ethnic Albanians attacking ethnic Ethnic Serbs but the media had not shown how the ethnic Serbs had first attacked the police with the rocks 

the idea of instrumentalism - ethnic actors began to emerge 

Ivan Shambolic - President of Serbia 
- he tried to avoid open conflict with Milosevic 

Milosevic suggested attack as the best defence; going for the president himself 
- Milosevic launched Serbia on a crusade to take control of Yugoslavia as soon as he gained power 

Nothing in the politics was ethnic until it was interpreted by political actors involved as ethnic in nature 
- mainly be Milosevic 


Vojvodina - Nationalist turned local discontent into an all out revolution - where Milosevic rallied them against the old communist leaders 
Kosovo - in Kosovo Milosevic could not remove their man as the Kosovaars were the majority and they held a strike against Milosevic; to help Milosevic make good on his threat he rallied Kosovo Serbs in Belgrade to convince the cabinet to grant him a state of emergency so he could take power of Kosovo 
Montenegro - the old president was rallied against and Milosevic appointed a president allied with him; president of Montenegro played a vital role when Slovenia was attempting to amend their constitution as he would side with Milosevic  
Serbia - Serbian workers striked; 
Slovenia - defended the separatism of Serb/Kosovo; feared pressure from Belgrade and made peace with Belgrade by handing over journalists who printed excerpts of a secret meeting of Yugoslav political leaders and they were jailed which caused unrest. They announced a change to their constitution to keep Belgrade (Yugoslav) out of their affairs. Milosevic threatened to mobilize against him and brand Slovene Communist Party Leader as a traitor - allied with Croatia
Croatia - Allied with Slovenia and refused to allow military perpetrators over their boarders into Slovenia. Milosevic was desperate for them to stay so Yugoslav could continue but they were against him; and they said they can't accept the Yugoslav party without the Slovenes 

Fear - evolves as a vicious circle - ethnic mobilization and all the republics of Yugoslavia 

President of Yugoslav/Bosnia - failed to satisfy crowds with nationalist views 

Security Dilemma Model - Milosevic was given the power to use the army (emergency powers)  
- why did the people gather in the streets? what bred this ethnic cause?
Nationalism developed - but there was yet to be fear and hatred 

Kosovar Albanian Leader - was charged with jail and dissent was crushed 

End of Soviet Union - a similar thing happened, Eastern Europe fell but inside the soviet union they too tried to preserve their power 
Yugoslavia - will fall into ethnic violence at this point 

Slovenia - Hoped for Croatia's help; they held a crisis meeting when trying to change their constitution but were outvoted on everything and tension rose and Slovenia threatened to leave and conflict would break out - Slovene Delegate (Cyril Ribic) announced their refusal of terms and all Slovene delegates all left - Croatia and its delegates walked out too as they could't accept the rule of Yugoslav without Slovenia being a willing party 

- One element interpreted as ethnic shows an evolution of their politics as it becomes fully ethnicized - Latin Rothchild would say this is fear coming into play as the situation progresses 


If you're seeking to explain whats going on - ethnic mobilization in Yugoslavia does't explain the ethnic violence 
- we saw ethnic mobilization and politics; how it starts from a random act ethnic rather than political, rather than ideological and economic causes 
- Rationalization of the security dilemma (ethnic politics) the federal structure of Yugoslav starts to break down and is seen as a failing structure driven by Serbs (and insist how certain key positions are given to ethnicity) 
- actions and strategy are now interpreted along an ethnic line 
- fear can explain ethnic moblilization, not much is said about the economic context (oil prices, economic situation is extremely difficult) politics and mobilizaiton in the federation is most likely about the harshness of the economic situation before being ethnicized and interpreted along an ethnic basis 
- under a normal economic situation claims (ethnic) like that almost always remain just claims and dont influence a revolution 
- ethnicity existed; it just was not mobilized until the mid 1980's and it becomes a part of politics where communist leaders believed they could use ethnicity and nationalism in order to replace a falling ideology and system 
- it is rational to follow the trend; the question is why do people mobilize around these leaderS? and even if they do they are still not mobilized to fight around these parties - violence will not be >???

If the state is falling how can i ensure my own security? they equalize this situation with the anarchy of the international system - there is no overarching institution there is no belive - every country is trying to survive and can only rely on themselves 
- you have the exact same configuration of the international system inside Yugoslavia; the structuralist/oppressive model of ethnic conflict
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