Week 1 Online Lesson:
· In the first lecture, we discussed the main focus of this course. Let's review that: what is the primary focus of this course?
· Examining debates and concepts relevant to the internal politics of particular countries of Europe, North America and the postcommunist world
· The term ``Global North`` is a more up-to-date way to describe the countries that used to be commonly referred to as advanced industrial states, or states of the First and Second Worlds
· We are primarily interested in examining domestic politics within states.
· We compare and contrast the different ways that politics are organized within countries. Comparativists have been interested in finding out how political change happens (such as how democracies are built after a revolution), and in how political problems can be resolved calmly.
· Some comparativists are interested in the relationship between political power and wealth. 
· Comparativists have in common an interest in gathering specific evidence from particular countries. We call this an empirical approach.
· An example of an empirical question:  Both Canada and Germany are federal democracies. Coalition governments are rare in Canada, but Germany has had a coalition government in power for most of the past two decades. What explains this difference?
· This fall, Canada will have a general election. What makes this election interesting is that moreso than in previous recent elections, we have three political parties that are all relatively strong (Conservatives, Liberals and New Democrats). As a result, the election is relatively difficult to predict.  In such unpredictable circumstances,  a coalition government  could become a possibility.  Therefore, you may be interested in exploring instances of how coalition governments have worked in other countries, in order to shed light on the Canadian situation
· A government formed by two or more political parties which agree to work together after competing against each other in an election.
· Coalition governments are situations in which rivals decide to work together. It does sometimes happen that groups of parties run for election together, but if they win the election, we wouldn't usually call this a coalition government.
· If several, or many parties, run in an election, there is a good chance that one party has considerably more seats than the others, but lacks a majority. In Canada, this has sometimes happened, leading one party to form a minority government. If they don't have a majority, it is hard for the government to stay in power for very long.
· Therefore, an alternative to a minority government is a coalition. In this scenario,  two or more parties make an agreement to form a government together. This way,  they may be able to form a government that lasts a few years, and each of them may be able to achieve some of their goals.
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