
Generating a Topic


I. Sentence fragments, comma splices and fused sentences (433-435).
Exercises:
1. Sentence Fragments. Correct the fragment:
	a. Many students decide not to hold part-time jobs. Because they need time to study.
	b. Although the benefits of pollution regulations outweigh the costs. Every regulation has an impact on the Canadian economy.
	c. Genetically modified foods, sometimes known as 'Frankenfoods.'
	d. In the last act of the play, when the hero and villain confront each other.
	e. Genetic manipulation could be useful in the treatment of some diseases. Such as diabetes.

2. Comma splices. Correct the comma splice.
	a. Holden wants to be like the ducks, no one seems to notice them.
	b. The southern half of the province has received very little rain for the third consecutive year, poor crops are expected.
	c. The competition in high school is intense, some students use alcohol to escape the pressures to succeed.
	d. Olena has very limited vision, voice sensitive computer software is very helpful to her.  


3. Fused sentences. Correct the fused sentences.
	a. Einstein abhorred the practical use of his theories by the military in the future we may find more humanitarian uses for his concepts.
	b. Some leaders brutally impose their policies they get sullen compliance at best.
	c. The window display stopped passersby in their tracks it featured a mannequin rapped in a bloody sheet with a boot on its neck.
	
















II. Clarifying/narrowing a topic:
A.	Topos: The area you are exploring.
a. even if the topic is given by the professor, you will still need to narrow it down.
b. Try to find a topic that interests you.
c.  Fashion the topic so it is more than a description. You need to develop your own interpretation or main point. 
d.  Must be broad enough to explore but not so big that you can’t handle it in the number of words required for the assignment. 
e.  Is there enough research material available? Google it.

B. Clarifying the topic:
a. before running off to the library analyze the topic. What does the topic want you to do?
b. What is the purpose of the essay? To analyze, evaluate, propose, compare, critique? 

C. Methods of clarification:
a. Recast the topic in question form.
b.  Restate the topic in your own words. 
c.  Understand all the key words and concepts.
d. Brainstorm and 'free write' on the topic (p.28).
e. Break the topic into sub-topics. Tree diagramming (p29)
f.  Imagine different positions or perspectives on the topic.

D. Narrowing the topic:
a. you will be expected more and more to create your own topics, so you have to learn how to develop a strong topic.
b. Narrow the topic further with more questions: What? When? Why? How? Where?
c. A narrowed topic usually addresses an issue or controversy.
 
E. All essays involve analysis: methods of analysis.
a. learning how to analyze is an ongoing process that involves developing analytical tools, or the concepts you will learn in your various disciplines.
b. There are different methods of analysis (p32-33), but three main ones: 1) cause and effect, 2) process analysis and 3) system analysis. (34-40)


Part II: Content analysis (not textual analysis): Be clear about the kind of analysis you are doing. 
	The different kinds of analysis can support one another, the essay does not have to use one method exclusively, but the overall argument will be rooted in one or another of these kinds of analysis. ie 'The causes of WWI', or 'Compare financial systems' or 'what are the stages of early childhood development?'
	We analyze to understand the subject. Analysis means to take apart the subject. Although some essays will be purely analysis, analysis will always underpin all other kinds of essays, for understanding the subject is necessary before evaluating it or proposing a solution to a problem.
	
		I) Cause and effect analysis: the relation of causes and effects is a complex relationship. There is rarely one cause of a certain phenomena, or one simple effect of a cause.  
			Three kinds of causal analysis:
				1) One cause leads to different effects: The invention of the telegraph led to the commodities market, the establishment of standard time zones, and news reporting as we have it today.   
				2) One effect has several causes: Hurricanes are becoming more financially destructive to the United States because of the greater intensity of recent storms, the increase in the commercial and residential development in coastal areas, and a relucatance to enforce certain construction standards in coastal residential areas.
				3) Causal chains: one event causes another which in turn causes another: Poverty leads to crime which leads to higher incarceration rates for poor people leading to more poverty. 
	 	
			Clarifying the topic: turn the topic into a question: “why is addiction to prescription drugs so prevalent?” “Why are recidivism rates so high?” “What causes anxiety attacks? Heart attacks?" 
			Key terms: effects, consequences, results
		II) Analyzing Processes:
– processes have beginnings, middle and ends, with different stages. Analyze how things change, ie, the stages of aging, or the progress of a disease or childhood development. 
– develop a thesis about the relationship between the different stages or changes. 
Clarify the Topic: focus on the stages or changes and turn the topic into a question asking “what stages did Germany pass through on its way to becoming a nation?” “What stages do children go through in their cognitive development?” "What changes need to happen for a pre-industrial economy to develop into an industrial one?"

key terms: procedure, steps, development, emergence, evolution, growth, progress
		III) Analyzing systems: 
		1) Analyze how the parts fit into the whole: how does each organ function for the total health of the body? What makes up an ecosystem? How do prisons work? How does an economic system function? 
				2) What is the purpose of the system and how does it function. 
					Clarifying the Topic:
	 how to divide the whole into parts? What part does 	affection play in childhood development? How 		important are natural resources to a developing 	economy? What part does water temperature play in 	salmon spawning?                                        	 
Key terms: “necessary, key, main, defining features, elements, aspects and components.
			



