 Sentences, topics and critical analysis


I.	The Sentence.	
1. Must contain a subject and predicate. The subject is the ‘who’ or ‘what’ the sentence is about and the predicate says something about the subject and contains a verb and modifier: Diane answered the phone. Sentences express a complete idea
2. Clause is a group of words with a subject and a predicate.
a. Independent clauses can stand alone as a sentence.
b.  Dependent/ clauses contain a subject and predicate but cannot stand alone. These clauses often begin with a subordinate clause like because or since (see p425). Subordinate clauses give additional information about the independent clause and grammatically depends upon the independent clause, thus it is subordinate: “because we went home” cannot stand alone because it needs more information to complete the thought.
3. Phrase: a group of works lacking a subject or predicate and functions as a single part of speech – as an adjective, noun, adverb: “in the wind”. It cannot stand alone as a sentence.

II. Four types of sentences. 431-433
		A. Simple sentences. One independent clause: subject and predicate.
		B. Compound sentences. 431-2
a.	two or more independent clauses joined by a conjunction and separated by a comma.
b. 	there are seven conjunctions used in compound sentences: and, but, or, for, nor, so, yet. FANBOYS
c. 	independent clauses can also be joined by a semi-colon and conjunctive adverb like 'therefore, however, or although.' There are many conjunctive adverbs (see p. 425-6)
		C. Complex sentences. 432-3
			a. 	a sentence with one or more subordinate clauses.
b. 	A comma is not used to join the subordinate clause to the main clause if the main clause comes first; however, if the subordinate clause comes first, then a comma is used: “Although we planned to come, we ended up cancelling.”  
	D. Compound Complex.
a. sentences with two or more independent clauses as well as one or more subordinate clauses. 432  
b. commas are used to join the compound sentences but not the complex ones unless the subordinate clause comes before the main clause. 




A. Making or Analyzing an argument.
a. Claims.
i)	Claims are either true or false. Critical thinking focuses on the truth claim of a statement/argument
ii) Claims are accepted or rejected based on the evidence and reasoning. Critical thinking is deciding if we should accept, reject or suspend judgment on a claim.
iii) Not all statements are claims: “I wish I was an astronaut”, or “What time is it?”, or “I like peanut butter” or “Shut the door” are not claims.
                                        b. skills necessary for evaluating claims.
i) listen and read carefully. Reconstruct the argument
ii) evaluate the argument
iii) look for hidden assumptions
iv) trace consequences of the claim
b. Identifying the issue: a claim that is debatable.
i) an issue is any matter that is in dispute or in need of a decision. Determine the issue by asking “whether” something is the case or not. 
ii) Confusing the issue, deliberately or not: “That
	 nuclear power plant is too dangerous to have been built so close to the city” “If it weren’t for that  nuclear power plant you wouldn’t have enough light to read your newspaper.” The second statement is not addressing the same issue. ie “whether or not nuclear power plants are dangerous …” 
c. Look at the motivation behind the communication, or the  context in which the claim is made.
d. Facts and opinions. Opinion is what we believe, while a fact is something that is true, or for which there is some identifiable justification. Facts are arrived at by accepted methods of verification. 
i) Lots of issues are not about matters of fact, but  about good and bad, right and wrong which require different kinds of reasoning than evidence, ie moral reasoning. .
e. An argument
i) An argument is a set of claims used to support a main claim. The main claim is the conclusion or principle claim and the supporting claims are the premises. The premises provide reasons for accepting the conclusions. In an essay the conclusion or main claim is called a thesis.
ii)  Arguments are made to settle issues.	
 
Exercises for Sentence types:

A.	Label each of the following MC (main clause) or P (phase), underlining the subject(s) once and the verb(s) twice and putting a period if it is a complete sentence, or fill in the words to make it a complete sentence.

1. After leaving the theatre (P) and catching a cab (P) (,we talked all night).

2. We walked and talked for hours (MC); finally, we headed home (MC) (.) 

3. On Sunday (P) Vijay phones his mother (MC) (.)

4. (The doctor prescribed) A bandage over the exposed wound but no painkillers

5.  Her dream was to see Paris and die happy (MC) (.)

B. 	Put square brackets around the main clause(s) in the following sentences. Put parentheses around the subordinate clauses.

1. (While the fighting persists), [the airport will remain closed].

2. [The supplies (that would prevent deaths from injuries and starvation) have arrived].

3. [I am worried about my parents], (who are helpless victims of the civil war).

4.    [Hopes for an easy solution are fading] (because each side will not compromise).


C. Label the following sentences simple, compound, complex or compound-complex.

1. Smoking in the hospital was prohibited, so smokers huddled outside the doors.
		Compound
2. Othello is the story of a man [MC] who "loved not wisely, but too well."
		Complex
3. As the runners surged toward the finish line, the crowd cheered wildly [MC].
		Complex
4. The distraught parents searched the campground, the lakeshore, and the surrounding woods for their missing child.
		Simple
5. The weather, which had remained bitterly cold,  suddenly turned warm.
		Complex
6. When the government aid finally came (SC), many people had already been reduced to poverty [MC], and others had been forced to move [MC].
		Compound-Complex  


