PHI 1101 K: REASONING AND CRITICAL THINKING

SEPTEMBER 9th – DECEMBER 9th, 2015
PLEASE RETAIN THIS COURSE OUTLINE FOR REFERENCE

Course Professor:

Dr. Mark Raymond Brown





Desmarais Building (DMS)




55 Laurier Avenue East





Office: DMS 8113





Office Hours: Wednesday, 1- 2 pm





Email: mbrow2@uottawa.ca

Time of Class:

Wednesday, 10 – 11:30 am




Friday, 8:30 – 10 am

Location:


Montpetit Hall, MNT 203
COURSE OBJECTIVE
The ability to reason is a fundamental characteristic of being human. In fact, some have argued that it is this capacity that makes humans unique in that it sets them apart from other living species and things in the world. In this course, we will study the basic skills that relate to reason and critical thinking. Precisely, we will consider, among other things, the following elements: How to recognize arguments, how to analyze arguments, how to evaluate arguments, and how to recognize fallacies.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
First Test:
October 2nd 

(25%)

Second Test:
November 13th 
(25%)

Make-up Test:
November 18th        
(For further details please see the additional information section.)
Final Exam:
TBA 


(50%) To be scheduled during the period of December 10th -22nd. 
REQUIRED TEXT
Ronald Munson and Andrew Black, The Elements of Reasoning,* Sixth Edition, Toronto, On: Thomson/Wadsworth, 2012. 
This text is available at ALL BOOKS bookstore, 327 Rideau Street (next door to the Bytowne Cinema). 

*Since this text has been used in many sections over the last couple of years, it is possible that students will be able to buy a second-hand copy of this text. 
COURSE SYLLABUS
September 9 

Introduction
September 11

Recognizing Arguments




Chapter 1
September 16

Analyzing Arguments




Chapter 2
September 18

Analyzing Arguments




Chapter 2
September 23

Analyzing Arguments




Chapter 2

September 25

Nondeductive Arguments 




Chapter 3
September 30

Review for First Test

October 2

First Test
October 7

Deductive Arguments and Valid Argument Forms

Chapters 3& 4


October 9

Valid Argument Forms




Chapter 4
October 14

Venn Diagrams





Chapter 5

October 16

Venn Diagrams





Chapter 5

October 21

Causal Analysis





Chapter 6
October 23

Argument by Analogy and Models



Chapter 7



October 26th – 30th Reading Week – No Classes
November 4 

Fallacies






Chapter 8
November 6

Fallacies






Chapter 8
November 11  

Review for Second Test
November 13

Second Test
November 18

Make-up Test
November 20

Vagueness and Ambiguity




Chapter 10



Reasonable Beliefs




Chapter 11

November 25

Moral Reasoning





(in-class lecture)
November 27

Moral Reasoning





(in-class lecture)
December 2

Review
December 4

Review
December 9 

Monday Schedule – No Class


Note: This is the outline of how things presently stand. It may be subject to change.
*Please see information below regarding the Make-up test.
Additional Information

One of the main ways to be successful in philosophy is to do philosophy. Students are highly encouraged to have completed the assigned readings before each class. Much of class time will consist of going over exercises from the text, as the best way to learn about argumentation is to see how its logic works. To this point, students should bring their text to each class and are strongly encouraged to attend each class. 
When taking tests and the exam, no electronic devices whatsoever are permitted.

Tests and the final exam are closed book tests.

Cheating is a punishable offence and will be treated accordingly. Students should be familiar with the university’s rules concerning academic fraud (http://www.uottawa.ca/academic-regulations/academic-fraud.html), as well as the points listed in Academic Regulations 8.5.
The dates set for the tests and final exam are not negotiable.

Because of the size of the class it will typically take two weeks before the tests are graded and returned.

Graded tests will be returned in class. Students who are not in class the day the tests are returned may pick up their tests during office hours. Grades are not reported on Blackboard learn (Virtual Campus). Questions about grades must be addressed to the professor in person since grades cannot be discussed or reported by e-mail as per university policy.
All students must write the two scheduled tests on October 2nd and November 13th. A Make-up Test will be held in class on the 18th of November. Only students who have missed one of the two scheduled tests because of illness or other exceptional reasons, such as a family emergency, may write the Make-up Test. Reasons such as travel, work, oversleeping, or an error in reading the course outline are not acceptable. A doctor’s note or other suitable documentation must be provided on the date of the Make-up test. If the documentation is not provided on the date of the Make-up test, the student will not be able to take the test. The Make-up Test will cover all of the material covered by Test One and Test Two. Students who are not writing the Make-up Test will be excused from class on the 18th of November. 

The date of the final exam is typically announced halfway through the term. The university makes the decision on this date, not the professor. If students plan to travel over the examination period (December 10th to 22nd), they are advised to either refrain from making any travel arrangements until the examination schedule has been finalized or they should book any travel arrangements for after the last possible date of the examination period. “I cannot take the exam because I have travel commitments,” is not a legitimate excuse for missing the exam.

In addition to my office hours, teaching assistants for the class will be holding office hours. The teaching assistants will be assigned in September.  As soon as they are assigned, I will impart who they are, and where and when you can meet with them. 
Also, the Mentoring Centre, Simard Hall, Room 125B, will have philosophy tutors to meet with students, free of charge, during the term. The availability of these tutors will be announced in class as soon as this information is decided. These tutors can be reached at the following email address: arts.philotut@uOttawa.ca.
Finally, when in class students are expected to maintain a certain level of decorum. To this point, the following behaviour will not be tolerated: Incessant talking during class or any other behaviour that is disruptive such as packing up and leaving before the class is finished.

