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The Research Question:
Does having your birth parents divorced, interfere with the individual’s ability to experience a successful marriage themselves?
The Sampling Plan:
Through this questionnaire the researcher should expect to figure out whether or not having parents that are divorced interferes with an individual’s ability to experience a successful marriage themselves. Meaning that perhaps due to the negative stigma that may be attached to marriage- from their experience of seeing their own parents endure a negative unsuccessful marriage; they may carry this stigma and reside it in their own personal life. Or on the other hand, receiving insight on people that still have or had parents that are happily married, will allow the researcher to understand how this may or may not influence their opinion on marriage, and if it has played a role in the person’s marital life. 
The target population for this questionnaire is men and women aged 25-34, this is for the reason that they almost certainly have been involved or thought of being involved in some sort of serious relationship, compared to the younger ages that are not likely to get married quite yet. The ages of 25-34 is a good estimate of the average ages in which people get married in the Western society. I would like to do this questionnaire in Toronto, Vancouver, and Ottawa. The reason for this is due to so many different cultures and ethnicities located in these large areas in Canada, the research results would be less biased. Receiving as many people as possible for the research would be ideal, however at least getting 50 people from each city would be necessary, as the results would be much stronger due to the variety of complex situations and beliefs that families and individuals have. In the screener we have already sorted through and found appropriate participants. 

Questionnaire time distribution
· Parents (2 minutes)
· Religion (1 minute)
· Previous relationships (2 minutes)
· Present/future relationships (2 minutes)





1. What is your marital status?
· Married 
· Widowed 
· Single 
· Divorced 
· Separated  
Part 1- Parents
2. At any point, have your birth parents been married to each other?
· Yes 
· No 

3. Did your birth parents get a divorce?
· Yes 
· No 
· N/A

4. What was the reason behind your birth parents’ divorce? (May be N/A)
_________________________________________________________________________________

5. Did either of your birth parents get remarried OR get married to someone other than your birth parent?
· No-Neither of them did
· Yes-One of them did
· Yes-Both of them did
· N/A

6. If the participant answered yes to the previous question (question 5), briefly explain the new marriage.
	______________________________________________________________________________


7. On a scale 1-5 (1 being most unhappy and 5 being most happy), rate how happy your birth parents’ marriage/ relationship seems or seemed to you. 
· 1 (Unhappy most or all of the time together)
· 2 (Occasionally are happy together, however they are still unhappy a majority of the time)
· 3(They are unhappy together just as equally as they are happy together)
· 4(Occasionally are unhappy together, however they are still happy a majority of the time)
· 5(Happiness radiates off my parents when they are together- they are always happy together)
· N/A (never saw their parents together or don’t remembering seeing their parents together)
8. How much time did you spend around your birth parents together? (May be N/A)
			

9. Comparing your birth parents’ marriage (or relationship), to your present marital situation, list the main difference and the main similarity. 
*Prompt them by asking questions that suite their parent’s marital situation and their own marital situation *
________________________________________________________________________________
Part 2- Religion
10. Are both your parents dedicated practisers of a religion in which divorce is not accepted?
· Yes, both of them are
· No, neither of them are
· Only one of them is
· N/A (participant is unsure)

11. Are you a dedicated practiser of a religion in which divorce is not accepted?
· Yes
· No

12. Is marriage something that has been pushed on you by your parents and or close family members?
· Yes
· No
· Yes- however that will not or did not impact my marital status.

Part 3- Previous Relationships.
13. Have you been in a relationship that has lasted a year or over?
· Yes
· No

14. Have you previously been married?
· Yes
· No
· N/A (participant is currently married)

15. How many times have you been married?
· 0
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4+

16. How many times have you been divorced?
· 0
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4+
· N/A (participant has never been married before)

17. Is being married something that you’ve always dreamed of?
· Yes
· No
· Marriage is very neutral to me- it is nothing I’ve dreamed of but I’m also not against the idea.



18. Has your experience with a previous relationship(s) resulted in negative views on marriage and or love?
· Yes 
· No
· At this present time, yes. However, I know I had a bad experience and not all relationships are going to be like this.
· N/A

19. Briefly explain why you believe that your marriage or previous relationship ended. (May be N/A)
*You can direct them by asking leading questions such as, “Do you believe it was your partner that triggered the divorce? Do you believe it was yourself that triggered the divorce? Or is it fair to say the divorce was mutual and for the best. It is important to see whom the participant thinks should hold the most responsibility, and if possible why.*
_____________________________________________________________________________
Part 4- Future/Present Relationships
20. Do you foresee yourself getting married at any point in the future?
· Yes, I would like to- if I find the right person
· No, I’m not interested in marriage; common law is more desirable for me
· Yes, it is something that is expected of me
· No, I will never find the right person
· N/A (participant is already married)

21. Would you consider marriage again?
· Yes, if I found the right person this time
· No, I am not interested in marriage anymore- at all
· At this point in time, I am totally unsure
· N/A (participant is already married or never has been married)

22. When you face problems in your relationship or when you have faced problems in your previous relationships, could you briefly explain how you overcame these problems? (May be N/A)

___________________________________________________________________________

23. How long have you been married for? (May be N/A)

_______ years.


24. Briefly explain your views and thoughts on marriage?
	*Negative or positive comments are encouraged*
__________________________________________________________________________________
25. In your opinion, briefly describe a few different approaches people could take to ensure a long lasting marriage.
	______________________________________________________________________________

26. Briefly explain your current relationship. (May be N/A)
*Prompt: “are you happy, is it complicated, are you presently working on it”, etc.*
_________________________________________________________________________________
27. Briefly explain why you believe that you are not currently in a relationship. (May be N/A)
*You can direct them by asking questions such as is it because “you just cannot find the right person right now, are not ready for commitment, do you believe love is a waste of time, are you just getting over a relationship, are you scared of getting hurt again” etc*
_________________________________________________________________________________
