Pre-Socratic Philosophers 
(concerned with the origin of the universe)

· Parmenides: no plurality, the universe is one and unchanging, there is no such thing as motion
· All philosophers who came before Socrates were materialists
· They did not believe in souls, spirits, the only thing real is MATTER.
· Believe we don’t need gods – can figure things out for ourselves 
· Main question driving the pre-socratics: can we understand all the diverse individual things in terms of a small number of explanatory principles (atoms, particles)
· Thales’ ultimate principle was water – because it can take on many forms and still be water. 
· Anaximenes: air is the ultimate principle since water is condensed air
· 
· Empedocles (490 – 430 B.C.):  four elements (earth, air, fire, and water) and two forces: love (attraction) and strife (repulsion)
· Democritus (460 –370 B.C.): Held that all things composed of unchangeable atoms. smooth and craggy atoms, combined and joined with others to form all things = Lego theory

· Pythagoras: He wrote nothing but had followers: school or brotherhood

THE PYTHAGOREANS

· Taught doctrine of transmigration of souls (reincarnation)
· Practiced asceticism (withholding from pleasures to fulfill spiritual goals)
· Vegetarian – thought meat was tainted by blood
· Studied mathematics: The underlying nature of all things is number and figure. These are studied by arithmetic and geometry. Behind the world that we perceive with our senses which is always changing is the greater reality of mathematics which is pure and unchanging.  
· Discovered the harmonic order of the universe
· Their goal was to improve the soul to get their best destiny

MYSTERY CULTS
· Secret forms of worship only available to the initiated
· Common element: happy existence after death by purging of guilt or sin (purification) Achieved by certain rituals
· Rituals include bathing in the sea or the sacrifice of animals
· Bacchic Mysteries (Dionysus):
adherents were mostly women
Liberation and surrender to “bacchic frenzy” in order to achieve a sense of union with The God 
Not a full blooded God – father is zeus, mother is human. God of wine. His rituals included drinking a lot of wine, frolicking with animals and frenzied dancing in the woods. 


THE SOPHISTS
· Teachers of the techniques of persuasion and argument who claimed to teach the art by making a convincing argument for any proposition
· The Sophist Protogoras said “Man is the measure of all things” (everything is relative)
· Their interest of arguing both sides of a case made them of particular interest to those with political and legal ambitions – some sophists had highly lucrative careers
· The sophists contrast with Socrates, who did not take money for his teaching and was always broke
· Sophists sought out fame, prestige, and money
· Used their skills to further their own interests
· 

SOCRATES’ ACCOUNT OF HIS RELENTLESS QUESTIONING
the Apology


Explanation of relentless questioning:  now he wants to explain why he keeps talking to young people etc when he is asked not to. 
* remember that a friend of soc’s youth, chaerephon asked the oracle if anyone was wiser than Socrates. The oracle (the pythion) said that no man is wiser. 
Socrates says he finds the oracles assertion to be a great riddle. Says he knows nothing, has no wisdom. But the god cannot lie. Socrates was baffled – what could the oracle mean? 
This reasoning is not something a materialist/atheist would say (don’t believe in the Gods)
· Questioning: Socrates questioned everything and everyone. Teachers about learning, priests about religion, etc. Kept this up for a very long time. When he questioned these “wise” people, none of them really knew what they were talking about. He could be sure of this because under socrates’ relentless questioning, they always revealed themselves to say/think inconsistent things (contradictions, believing A while equally believing not A)

· Result of Questioning: 
1. This resulted in him making a lot of enemies as people felt embarrassed by him. Realized people would rather appear to be wise than actually be wise. 
2. Young people would hear about this and everyone would flock to Socrates to see him tying their judges, doctors, teachers and other elders “exposed”. They began imitating Socrates. As a result, the enemies of Socrates came to call him a corruptor or misleader of the youth. 

The oracle claimed Socrates to be wiser because he knew the extent of his ignorance. He wouldn’t claim to know something he doesn’t.



SOCRATES’ VIEW OF THE AFTERLIFE: THE APOLOGY
· When Socrates is sentenced to death, he considers two possibilities “either death is a state of nothingness and utter unconsciousness, or, as men say, there is a change and migration of the soul from this world to another”
· 1. Death is like a dreamless sleep. The dead are nothing and have no perception of anything. This would be a good thing. Eternity would seem to be no more than a single night. “Death will be an unspeakable gain” (P.19)
· 2. Death is a change from here to another place. Death relocates the soul from here to a place where all of the dead are. Socrates says there he will find the “true” judges who judge the souls of the dead ( Minos: King and judge of the dead in Hades). There he can keep company with Hesiod, Homer and the Heroes. “What good can be greater than this?” p. 19 
Socrates could meet all who were killed unjustly and could compare experiences. He could spend his time testing and examining the dead to see who is wise and who is not. At least he could not be put to death again for doing this.
· 
THE DOCTRINE OF RECOLLECTION IN THE MENO

· Meno asks Socrates if virtue can be taught or if it is acquired in some other way
· Meno accuses Socrates of being like a torpedo fish, torpifying anyone who comes near him. He accuses him of questioning people only to tie them up in knots, to silence them, to make the worse appear the better case. He is accusing Socrates of being a SOPHIST.
· Meno is puzzled by asking questions and finding the right answer. He cannot figure out how to know if you have the right answer. Meno thinks learning is impossible.
· How do we know if our answer is right? How do we know that our answer has been proved? The doctrine of recollection.
Socrates says we must of known these answers already, but forgotten. We do not learn, we recollect. All learning is recollecting.
· Meno asks Socrates to prove this, and Socrates directs his questioning at a greek slave boy. Socrates shows him a 2 x 2 square and asks him what the dimensions would be if he were to double it. The boy says this is a simple question, as he simply doubles the 2’s. Socrates asserts to meno that he did not tell the slave boy the answer, but merely questioned him. 
· Socrates continues to question the boy, asking more tricky mathematical questions. The boy admits he does not know. Socrates has made him doubt and given him the Torpedo’s Shock. Now the boy, who would have continued on with his ignorance if it had not been for Socrates’ questioning, is eager to know. Meno now realizes that he was the better for the torpedos touch.
· Although meno asserts the slave never learned geography, Socrates says he either learned it in this life or when he was not a man. 

THE REPUBLIC: DIVIDED LINE

Socrates invites his friends to imagine a line divided first in two and then in four. The lower part represents the visible realm and the upper part represents the intelligible realm. The visible realm is divided into imagination and belief, belief being better than imagination just as seeing the statues is better than seeing the shadows. The intelligible realm is divided into thought and understanding, where thought hypothesizes the existence of Forms based on the visible world and understanding grasps the Form of the Good as a first principle from which everything else follows. The divided line is diagrammed in the following figure. The corresponding stages in the prisoner’s escape from the cave are in parentheses.

THE REPUBLIC: THE CAVE/THE SUN

Socrates invites us to imagine prisoners chained to a bench in a cave. All they can see are the shadows moving on the wall in front of them, which are cast by statues being moved above and behind, where the prisoners cannot see. Not knowing any better, these prisoners think of the shadows as real, like a person seduced by the imaginative world of stories, unable to recognize a higher reality. If the prisoners were released, they could turn around and see that the shadows they thought were real were only projections of the statues behind them. (one day, a prisoner does escape and sees the glory of the real world – when he returns, many prisoners think he’s insane, while some follow him) They would then think of these statues as real, like a person who thinks the world of sights and sounds is the most real thing there is. The prisoners might then wander out of the cave and into the outside world. At first, they would be blinded by the light, but they would eventually come to see all the objects of the world around them. They would think of these objects as real, like a person who can grasp by means of thought the Forms that underlie everyday existence. Finally, these prisoners might be able to look at the sun itself and recognize it as the source of all light and all life. The sun is like the Form of the Good: just as the sun is the source of everything in the visible world, the Form of the Good is the source of everything in the intelligible world.

Hylomorphism: 
-Every individual substance is a compound of two principles:
form and matter

-How are we to understand individual, concrete, changeable things perceived by our senses? What is Aristotle’s metaphysics of the furniture of the world?

-Individual things are real in their own right.

-They are compounds of form and matter.

· The matter =  the stuff out which something is made.

· The form: the arrangement of the matter resulting in the characteristics a thing shares with other members of the same class or species. 

-To use an example Aristotle himself gives: a statue
· The matter = the marble, the bronze
· The form = the human likeness that the sculptor adds to the marble
· Both are needed to make a particular thing.
· Statue:  without form , marble is a block of stone
· Without the marble, there could be no image of the doryphoros, the spear bearer.

· Matter – Body
· Form – Soul:  the active, animating principle

Types of Souls
· Nutritive:  plants: basic functions of life
· Perceptive:  animals: sensation – find things pleasant and painful – desire and emotion
· (Less important for our purposes: Locomotive: capable of change of place)
· Rational:  human beings: reason

The Four Causes:

Material Cause:
· The constituent of a thing, bronze and silver of a statue or bowl
·  Pre-Socratics
· “Judging by the early thinkers, the student of nature would seem to study matter since Empedocles and Democritus touched only slightly on form …” (p. 185)
· Materialism = matter only or principle cause
· Thales:  everything is water
· Statue Example (The bronze)

The Efficient Cause:

· “the source of the primary origin of change or stability” (194b25-30);  the producer causes the product, the initiator of change causes what is changed
· Building > builder
· The Doryphoros =  sculpting, the chiselling, Polykleitos himself
· Statue Example (The Sculptor)

The Formal Cause
· the form, the pattern, the essence
· Building: architectural blueprints, what they express and is expressed in the building
· Aristotle thinks Plato was only interested in formal cause and granted it an existence apart from the things of which it was the cause.
· Statue Example (The shape of a man bearing a spear)

Final Cause:
· The end or goal
· The answer to the question what is it for?
· Why do you walk > to be healthy 
· Building > providing shelter
· Statue Example (Aesthetic Pleasure)


Discuss Aristotle’s concepts of happiness, function, and virtue

The Good:
· Opening lines: 
· “Every art and every scientific inquiry, and similarly every action and purpose, may be said to aim at some good.  Hence the good has been well defined as that at which all things aim.” (p. 592)
· Compare this with the doctrine of the Divided Line
· Connection:  the good and final cause 
· Aristotle’s ethics is teleological:  from “telos” =  end, goal or purpose

Happiness:
· Happiness (eudaimonia) = flourishing , thriving, living well, well being
The problem:
· Disagreement about what happiness is
· People get their notions of the good, of happiness, from the lives they lead. 
· How are we do decide from among these conflicting traditions and lives?
· Three main types of lives: the sensual, the political, and the life of thought (p. 593)


Function:
· We will find the best good, what will make us happy, if the find the function of a human being
· Function / Ergon:  characteristic activity
· what a thing does best or uniquely
· The function of a knife is to cut
· What is the function of a human?
· All concrete things = form/matter compound
· Living things have souls = soul/body compound
· Kinds of souls = kind of living things

Function and Happiness:
· Goal of life: happiness, flourishing, well-being, eudaimonia
· To discover what will make us happy must ask what kinds of things we are.
·  What are our characteristic activities 
· Man is a rational animal.
· “The function of man then is activity of soul in accordance with reason, or not apart from reason.” (p. 595)

Function and Virtue:
· The Virtue of a thing is the property or characteristic that enables it to fulfill its function well.
· Virtue = Excellence
· The Virtue of a knife is Sharpness
· A knife can fulfill its function of cutting well if it has the virtue of sharpness.

The Two Virtues
· Moral Virtue: (sometimes translated as the Virtues of Character) reason rules over the lower parts of the soul and and they obey.
· Intellectual Virtue: (sometimes translated as the Virtues of Thought); Reasoning, Thinking

Summary:
· The good: the goal, the final cause
· The highest good (intrinsically good): happiness = eudaimonia: flourishing, living well, doing well
· What is happiness?
· Function (ergon): that which something does best or uniquely
· Virtue (arête): the property or characteristic that enables something it to fulfill its function well
· Moral Virtue and Intellectual Virtue





Habit
The Moral Virtues

In what do they consist?	The Mean
How are they acquired?	Habit

Habit:
· How do we acquire moral virtue (sometimes translated as the virtues of character)?
· How do you acquire character?
· Intellectual virtue: teaching and experience
· Moral virtue: Habit

By Habit/By Nature
Moral Virtue: Does not arise in us naturally.
· If something is by nature in one condition, habituation cannot bring it into another condition.  
· Example: a stone
· By nature, a stone moves downwards. Habituation could not make it move upwards, even if you were threw it up ten thousand times to habituate it.
· Our various natural powers: seeing and hearing, for example
· We do not have to practice to acquire these.
These are by nature.


Habituation
· “Not by seeing frequently or hearing frequently do we acquire the sense of seeing or hearing; on the contrary, because we have the senses we make use of them; we do not get them by making use of them.” (p. 596)
· The virtues, like the arts: we acquire by practicing
· “For it is by doing what we ought to do when we study the arts that we learn the arts themselves …” (p.596)
· We become builders by building.
· We become harpists by playing the harp.
· It is impossible to make someone good simply by talking to them. 











The Doctrine Of the Mean:

The Mean:
· Successful works of art: It is impossible to take anything from them or to add anything to them.
· Excess or deficiency is fatal to excellence.
· The mean ensures it.
· “Good artists too, as we say, have an eye to the mean in their works.” (p. 598)
· Pythagoreans: number; ratio: from cacophony, the disorder of noise, to the beauty of music
· So too, take the raw material of soul: impose order: the mean
· Make your soul excellent, beautiful.
· The Moral Virtues concern feelings or emotions and actions.
· These admit of excess, deficiency, and an intermediate condition.  
· We can be afraid, for instance, or be confident, or have appetites, or get angry, or feel pity, and in general have pleasure or pain, both too much and too little …
· The mean is between too much and too little.
· It is between excess and deficiency.

Conclusion:
· The doctrine of the mean extends to all aspects of our human nature.
· Some would say the some of Aristotle’s virtues, wit for example, are not virtues or matters or morality at all, but simply matters of taste or even fashion.
· This is to misunderstand what Aristotle means by virtue.
· Virtue is functional excellence. This applies to all of the lower parts of the soul. As such it must take all of our human nature into account.
· The Goal: making our souls beautiful or excellent.


The Intellectual Virtue

The Virtues of Thought:
· We can be said to live the life of reason in two ways.
1. Moral virtue: like a father with children
2. Intellectual virtue: the father by himself or with other fathers

Intellectual Virtue and Happiness
· Intellectual Virtue affords the highest happiness.
· Here we see agreement with Plato

Intellectual Virtue:
· Examples: Philosophy, Logic, Astronomy, Mathematics, Theology
· Compare:  The Divided Line

Aristotles God:
· God = the Prime Mover
· What is his nature? His nature is pure thought, pure mind.
· What is the object of his thought? 
· God thinks eternally and unceasingly of himself.
· Aristotle makes this point in Metaphysics, Bk. 12.

Intellectual Virtue
· Why does intellectual virtue afford the highest happiness?
· Two Answers:

One:
· It is the virtue of the best part (the rational soul) directed at the highest things.
· Consequently it is the purest pleasure: that is, it is unmixed with the body.

Two:
· It is the most self- sufficient virtue.

Criticism of the life of Honour
· One criticism Aristotle offers of the life of honour is that it is not self sufficient. This is because it depends on those who do the honoring.


The account of the afterlife found in the phaedo

If the soul is immortal, Socrates points out, our actions in this life will have consequences that will last forever. As a result, it is of the utmost importance to care for one's soul and live properly. Socrates recounts a myth of the afterlife to illustrate this point. After death, we are all brought to a place of judgment, from whence we are led by a guide to the other world. Those who have lived an evil life, attached to the flesh, will have to be forcibly dragged away from this life to their proper place, whereas those who have done good will happily be led to their destination. The people who live here are surrounded by air and ether, and are superior in every way: their senses are more acute and their intellect sharper. Their temples are inhabited by the gods themselves, whom they speak to directly. They also see the sun and moon and stars as they really are, possessing a true understanding of the heavens. When people die, those who lived a neutral life set out for Acheron, and spend a certain period of time in the underworld, where they are punished for their sins and rewarded for their good deeds, and then are returned to the earth once more. Those who have been irredeemably wicked are hurled into Tartarus, never to return. Those who have been good, however, ascend to the true surface of the earth, and those who have completely purified themselves through philosophy will live without a body altogether, and will reach places indescribably more beautiful even than the true surface of the earth.


















Section One: Plato (Choose 1 Question)
1. Discuss the accounts of education in the following
-The Meno
-The Image of the Divided Line
-The Image of the Cave
-The Image of the Sun
2. Discuss the accounts of the afterlife in the following
-The Pythagoreans and the Dionysians
-The Apology
-The Meno
The Phaedo


Section Two: Aristotle (Choose 1 Question)
1. Discuss Aristotle’s concepts of the following in relation to his account of moral virtue
-Happiness, Function Virtue
-Habit
-The Mean
2. Discuss Aristotles account of hylomorphism and the four causes in relation to the following
-Moral Virtue
-Intellectual Virtue

Section Three: Choose 1 Question
1. Discuss Epictetus’s distinction between what is up to us and what is not up to us and its role in philosophy
2. Discuss Hobbes’ account of the state of nature and the laws of nature
3. Discuss Nietzsche’s theory of will to power and its relation to his account of master and slave morality
















Section 1: Question 1

Education:
· True education is not putting knowledge, information, or facts into people’s souls or heads or brains.
· It is, instead, turning the soul away from the visible to the Forms.
· Education, therefore, is not the craft of putting sight into the soul, it takes for granted that sight is there, but the redirection, or turning  of the eyes of the soul.

THE DOCTRINE OF RECOLLECTION IN THE MENO

· Meno asks Socrates if virtue can be taught or if it is acquired in some other way
· Meno accuses Socrates of being like a torpedo fish, torpifying anyone who comes near him. He accuses him of questioning people only to tie them up in knots, to silence them, to make the worse appear the better case. He is accusing Socrates of being a SOPHIST.
· Meno is puzzled by asking questions and finding the right answer. He cannot figure out how to know if you have the right answer. Meno thinks learning is impossible.
· How do we know if our answer is right? How do we know that our answer has been proved? The doctrine of recollection.
Socrates says we must of known these answers already, but forgotten. We do not learn, we recollect. All learning is recollecting.
· Meno asks Socrates to prove this, and Socrates directs his questioning at a greek slave boy. Socrates shows him a 2 x 2 square and asks him what the dimensions would be if he were to double it. The boy says this is a simple question, as he simply doubles the 2’s. Socrates asserts to meno that he did not tell the slave boy the answer, but merely questioned him. 
· Socrates continues to question the boy, asking more tricky mathematical questions. The boy admits he does not know. Socrates has made him doubt and given him the Torpedo’s Shock. Now the boy, who would have continued on with his ignorance if it had not been for Socrates’ questioning, is eager to know. Meno now realizes that he was the better for the torpedos touch.
· Although meno asserts the slave never learned geography, Socrates says he either learned it in this life or when he was not a man. 

THE REPUBLIC: DIVIDED LINE

Socrates invites his friends to imagine a line divided first in two and then in four. The lower part represents the visible realm and the upper part represents the intelligible realm. The visible realm is divided into imagination and belief, belief being better than imagination just as seeing the statues is better than seeing the shadows. The intelligible realm is divided into thought and understanding, where thought hypothesizes the existence of Forms based on the visible world and understanding grasps the Form of the Good as a first principle from which everything else follows. The divided line is diagrammed in the following figure. The corresponding stages in the prisoner’s escape from the cave are in parentheses.

THE REPUBLIC: THE CAVE/THE SUN

Socrates invites us to imagine prisoners chained to a bench in a cave. All they can see are the shadows moving on the wall in front of them, which are cast by statues being moved above and behind, where the prisoners cannot see. Not knowing any better, these prisoners think of the shadows as real, like a person seduced by the imaginative world of stories, unable to recognize a higher reality. If the prisoners were released, they could turn around and see that the shadows they thought were real were only projections of the statues behind them. (one day, a prisoner does escape and sees the glory of the real world – when he returns, many prisoners think he’s insane, while some follow him) They would then think of these statues as real, like a person who thinks the world of sights and sounds is the most real thing there is. The prisoners might then wander out of the cave and into the outside world. At first, they would be blinded by the light, but they would eventually come to see all the objects of the world around them. They would think of these objects as real, like a person who can grasp by means of thought the Forms that underlie everyday existence. Finally, these prisoners might be able to look at the sun itself and recognize it as the source of all light and all life. The sun is like the Form of the Good: just as the sun is the source of everything in the visible world, the Form of the Good is the source of everything in the intelligible world.
























Section Two: Question 1
Discuss Aristotle’s concepts of happiness, function, and virtue

The Good:
· Opening lines: 
· “Every art and every scientific inquiry, and similarly every action and purpose, may be said to aim at some good.  Hence the good has been well defined as that at which all things aim.” (p. 592)
· Compare this with the doctrine of the Divided Line
· Connection:  the good and final cause 
· Aristotle’s ethics is teleological:  from “telos” =  end, goal or purpose

Happiness:
· Happiness (eudaimonia) = flourishing , thriving, living well, well being
The problem:
· Disagreement about what happiness is
· People get their notions of the good, of happiness, from the lives they lead. 
· How are we do decide from among these conflicting traditions and lives?
· Three main types of lives: the sensual, the political, and the life of thought (p. 593)


Function:
· We will find the best good, what will make us happy, if the find the function of a human being
· Function / Ergon:  characteristic activity
· what a thing does best or uniquely
· The function of a knife is to cut
· What is the function of a human?
· All concrete things = form/matter compound
· Living things have souls = soul/body compound
· Kinds of souls = kind of living things

Function and Happiness:
· Goal of life: happiness, flourishing, well-being, eudaimonia
· To discover what will make us happy must ask what kinds of things we are.
·  What are our characteristic activities 
· Man is a rational animal.
· “The function of man then is activity of soul in accordance with reason, or not apart from reason.” (p. 595)

Function and Virtue:
· The Virtue of a thing is the property or characteristic that enables it to fulfill its function well.
· Virtue = Excellence
· The Virtue of a knife is Sharpness
· A knife can fulfill its function of cutting well if it has the virtue of sharpness.

The Two Virtues
· Moral Virtue: (sometimes translated as the Virtues of Character) reason rules over the lower parts of the soul and and they obey.
· Intellectual Virtue: (sometimes translated as the Virtues of Thought); Reasoning, Thinking

Summary:
· The good: the goal, the final cause
· The highest good (intrinsically good): happiness = eudaimonia: flourishing, living well, doing well
· What is happiness?
· Function (ergon): that which something does best or uniquely
· Virtue (arête): the property or characteristic that enables something it to fulfill its function well
· Moral Virtue and Intellectual Virtue





Habit
The Moral Virtues

In what do they consist?	The Mean
How are they acquired?	Habit

Habit:
· How do we acquire moral virtue (sometimes translated as the virtues of character)?
· How do you acquire character?
· Intellectual virtue: teaching and experience
· Moral virtue: Habit

By Habit/By Nature
Moral Virtue: Does not arise in us naturally.
· If something is by nature in one condition, habituation cannot bring it into another condition.  
· Example: a stone
· By nature, a stone moves downwards. Habituation could not make it move upwards, even if you were threw it up ten thousand times to habituate it.
· Our various natural powers: seeing and hearing, for example
· We do not have to practice to acquire these.
These are by nature.


Habituation
· “Not by seeing frequently or hearing frequently do we acquire the sense of seeing or hearing; on the contrary, because we have the senses we make use of them; we do not get them by making use of them.” (p. 596)
· The virtues, like the arts: we acquire by practicing
· “For it is by doing what we ought to do when we study the arts that we learn the arts themselves …” (p.596)
· We become builders by building.
· We become harpists by playing the harp.
· It is impossible to make someone good simply by talking to them. 


The Doctrine Of the Mean:

The Mean:
· Successful works of art: It is impossible to take anything from them or to add anything to them.
· Excess or deficiency is fatal to excellence.
· The mean ensures it.
· “Good artists too, as we say, have an eye to the mean in their works.” (p. 598)
· Pythagoreans: number; ratio: from cacophony, the disorder of noise, to the beauty of music
· So too, take the raw material of soul: impose order: the mean
· Make your soul excellent, beautiful.
· The Moral Virtues concern feelings or emotions and actions.
· These admit of excess, deficiency, and an intermediate condition.  
· We can be afraid, for instance, or be confident, or have appetites, or get angry, or feel pity, and in general have pleasure or pain, both too much and too little …
· The mean is between too much and too little.
· It is between excess and deficiency.

Conclusion:
· The doctrine of the mean extends to all aspects of our human nature.
· Some would say the some of Aristotle’s virtues, wit for example, are not virtues or matters or morality at all, but simply matters of taste or even fashion.
· This is to misunderstand what Aristotle means by virtue.
· Virtue is functional excellence. This applies to all of the lower parts of the soul. As such it must take all of our human nature into account.
· The Goal: making our souls beautiful or excellent.
Aristotle’s of Moral Virtue:





Section 3: Question 3

· The essence of life is will to power
· “life is precisely Will to Power.” (p. 644)
· This is “the fundamental fact of all history” (p. 644)

Will to Power
[bookmark: _GoBack]-    “… all events in the organic world are a subduing, a becoming master, and all subduing and becoming master involves a fresh interpretation, an adaptation through which any previous ‘meaning’ and ‘purpose’ are necessarily obscured or even obliterated.” (GofM, p. 77)
· Will to power: subduing, mastery

Life or Becoming:
· life is not a reflection of the Good or anything else that is eternal, unchanging or absolute
· Its essence: Will to Power
· Strategies for dominance; resistances to strategies of others

Perspectivism:
· Understand and evaluate a moral or philosophical position not in the light of its truth, but of the point of view it articulates
· There are no eternal truths, just perspectives
· Two relevant points of view: the weak and the strong
· This gives us two different systems of morality

Moral Systems
Mater Morality				                        Slave Morality
-Point of view of the strong				          -Point of view of the weak

The Weak
· “”Supposing that the abused, the oppressed, the suffering, the unemancipated, the weary, and those uncertain of themselves, should moralize, what will be the common element in their moral estimates?” (p. 645)
· What is their perspective, the principle experience that defines them?
· Ressentiment

The Ascetic Ideal:
· A will against the world of change, sensation, life
· A will against life
· This is the will to power, the perspective, that would assert that this life is a pale reflection of the Forms
· It is itself a strategy of dominance
· This is what Nietzsche calls the ascetic ideal: against life, the senses, this world of change and becoming


Ascetic Ideals:
· ASCETIC:  ABSTINENT, AUSTERE
· Socrates, Plato, Christianity:  all of a piece: ascetic ideas
· What are they: people who do not like life, the senses, the concrete world, because they are not a success in it
· He finds this is Socrates/Plato: note the Divided Line
· He finds it in Christianity with its distain of worldly success, blessed are the meek, the first shall be last and so on.
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