CLA2323 Notes
Lecture 1 – January 9th
· 3 sides of Greece surrounded by sea which is important for the culture
· Greece is also full of mountains 
· The bronze age is from 3000-1100 BC
· There are two civilizations during this time: the Mycenaean (takes the name from the city; developed and influenced Greece) and Minoan (Crete – island where Minoan civilization started)
· Both are palace civilizations 
· Minoan: artistic/love of nature, not Greek speakers, religion – centered on earth spirits, especially female divinities (earth is considered as female, big womb for fertility/agriculture)
· The Minoans had very pleasant art and many myths come from this land (ex. Monster Minatare that lived in the palace)
· Mycenean: strong military character, Greek speakers, chief god was the sky god Zeus (focus on sky god and not on Earth God); very strong walled palace
· Late Bronze Age: the setting of many heroic myths. A possible chronological period for the expedition against troy (1180?) 
· Iron Age (1050-750 BC): colonization of Asia minor; contacts with near east 
· Many colonies near turkey, there is a spread of civilization 
· Introduction of the Greek alphabet occurred during this age. Adaptation from the Phoenecian Alphabet. 
· Phoenecian is now Lebanon, Palestine etc. they were great merchants and had conflicts with Greece because of the commerce 
· Archaic Age:
· the epic poetry
· Lengthy, narrative poems about the deeds of gods and heroes 
· Homer (ca 750 BC) – iliad odyssey
· Hesiod (ca 700 BC) – theogony works and days
· The Homeric hymns – A collection of 33 poems dealing with gods and humans
· Epic poetry – picture of  a man sitting on a rock and playing music while there is a bird flying 
· During archaic age there was large scale colonization of the coastal areas of Mediterranean and Black Sea; crystallization of common cultural identity (language was the common bond)
· Religion was also a commonality which was based on the “12” olympian gods and goddesses 
· They also had common festivals which brought greeks together (for example the Olympic games) 
· To honor different gods, they had different competitions (ex. Athletic, beauty)
· Choral songs refer to gods and heroes which gives us info on myths 
· Oracles brought greeks together – representatives from diff. cities would go to religious places and get advice from gods (personal all the way to political questions)
· The Greeks start calling themselves “Hellenes” (only time Greece became a unified state was in 1832 in the 19th century)
· Classical Age (480-323 BC)
· Athens: the dominant power in Greece, after the victory against the Persians 
· The Peloponnesian war (Athens vs. Sparta)
· The rise of Macedon and the Persian expedition of Alexander the Great 
· Tragic Playwrights: Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides
· Comic Playwright: Aristophanes 
· Myths are the source of the dramatic plots 
· Dramatic performances: means to express political, philosophical views to the audiences; very influential 
· Hellenistic Age (323-30 BC)
· After Alexander’s death: the establishment of Greek Kingdoms in the east 
· Lots of influence from this land came from greek thinking, behavior and myth 
· Myths are now written to be read: Appolonius Rhodius (3rd cen BC)
· Apollodorus (2nd century BC)
· Bibliotheca (library of Greek myth – a compilation of all the know greek myths)

The romans and Greek myths: 
· Dominant influence of Greek myths
· Adaptations of myths, divine, and heroic characters
· Equivalences of gods
· In Greek myth, hermes is the messenger god, and in Roman myth he is called Mercury, and he is influential in commerce 
The roman poet Ovid
· wrote the Metamorphoses (transformations) 1st century AD
- About 200 myths involving the motif of transformation
· a source of modern arts and literature

Primary Sources of Greek Mythology:
· Written and visual (paintings) 
· Visual primary sources: pottery (black figure and red figure – more developed technique)
· Sculpture (free standing or on temples, coins, rings etc)

Dictionary definition of the word “myth”
1. An untrue story
2. A traditional story 
3. A simple but acceptable definition about Greek myth: a traditional story about the divine and the heroic with an importance in the community 

The meaning of the word “mythos” in ancient times
· Earliest evidence in the Iliad
· It is a strong statement
· It refers to ta story as part of a public speech
· Example: Iliad 1:25, book one of the Iliad (chapter), line 25
· The king of the Greeks Agamemnon capture 2 ladies in battle, one is the daughter of the priests Chryses. Chryses attempts to ransom his daughter Chryseis, from Agamemnon. He told him to get out (gave him a mythos – strong statement) 
· Use of the word mythos in the epics referring to a story narrated by a speaker to reinforce an argument (Odyssey 21:2950304; Drunkenness of Centaurs) Centaurs drank so much wine that they abducted the bride and lost control 
· Plato distinguished between the words Logos and mythos
· Logos: a true story, connected with reason, truthful account 
· Mythos: a false story but with some connection to reality 
· Aristotle also referred to mythos as the plot of a story (the narrative structure of a story)

Nature of a Myth:
· Plot: characters, settings
· Traditional
· Anonymous (don’t know who created it)
· Versions 
Types of Myths:
· Divine or true myth
· Legend 
· Folktales/fairytales
Divine or True Myth
· Characters: Divine beings
· Setting: identifiable but also beyond human chronology, in approachable places
· Explains aspects  
· The divine myth of the abduction of Persephone by Hades 
Divine or True Myth
· Explains – analogous science 
· Etiology/Aetiology
· Aetion: cause
· Etiology: an explanation of the cause/origin of things 
Legends:
· Characters: heroes (noble humans, of high status)
· Setting: Usually identifiable places
· Describes past events and justifies political authority 
· Analogous to history
· Ex. The legend of the Trojan horse – Greeks used the device to break the walls of troy, common to have the machines covered in pelts 
· Ex. The legnedaty Kadmos, the founder of Thebes – justification of the autochton inhabitants of Thebes; after battle, he planted dragon teeth on the ground and out came people, they own the ground and land (justification of political authority) 

Folktales/Fairytales:
· Characters” ordinary humans, animals, imaginary beings
· Setting: once upon a time, in a land far far away
· Entertains
Fairy tale motifs:
· Fairy tale motifs in the story of Perseus
· The hero is helped by supernatural beings
· He also uses magical objects to complete his quests
Ancient ways of viewing myths:
· Did Greeks believe in their myths? Part of their common ancestry
· Development of philosophy and critical thinking
· Xenophanes (500 BC) rejected the anthropomorphism of gods (philosopher who is a poet; rejected the human shape and behavior of the god; didn’t doubt the existence) 
· Allegory
· The physical allegorical interpretation of Theagenes (Zeus < zein < zoe: the life giving element)
· The historical allegory of Euhemerus (euhemerism) and Palaiphatos; people somehow raised their status by doing good deeds and became gods 
· Centaurs are riders of horses that are very good, and chase the bulls and prick them (historical)
· Plato against Homer – he questions the educational value of myths. He, however, creates his own myths (ie. The myth of atlantis) 
· Aristotle – appreciative about mythology (its deeper meaning and aesthetic value) 

The study of Myth and interpretations in recent times:
Myth has two branches:
1. Collection of different myths and comparisons
2. Methodological analysis of myths in their form, purpose, fxn 

Two broad categories of theories:
External basis: myths as a product of the environment; myths try to explain natural phenomena or to provide justifications for social, religious or political customs and institutions 
Internal basis: myths as products of the mind; myths are spontaneous expressions of the human mind. Theories that link myths and several mental/psychological processes. 

The myth of Narkissos and Echo:
· Narkissos born in Boeotia, the son of the nymph, Liriop and the river god Cephissus 
· He was an extremely beautiful baby 
· Liriope asked the prophet Tiresias about his future
· He said “if he fails to recognize himself, a long lie he may have”
· Narkissos becomes a hunter and he is very tired and sweaty and goes into a late
· Echo is a nymph that lives in the forest and was punished by Hera because he liked to talk a lot and distracted Hera from looking around and seeing what Zeus was doing 
· Hera took away Echo’s ability to communicate 
· Echo is rejected by Narkissos and she wastes away; the only thing that remained was her voice 
· Narkissos is cursed by a rejected male lover who prayed to Goddess Nemesis for punishment: if he should love, deny him what he loves 
· When Narkissos was in the forest, he takes some water from the pond and sees a beautiful reflection and thinks “omg this is a nymph” and he falls in love with the reflection 
· Only a flower remains (Daffodil) 
· Spelling: Narkissos, Narcissus 
· Source: From Ovid’s Metamorphoses
· Specific info unlike fairy tales:
· At Boeotia
· Liriope + river Kephissos (Cephissus)
·       |
· Narkisos 
Motifs in this: (common patterns) 
· The prophecy 
· The divine punishment
· by Hera (related to philandering Zeus)
· Nemesis (related to hubris)
· The transformations (metamorphoses): in this myth, serve as aetiologies (explanations) mostly of nature; transformation of echo into voice and transformation of narcissus into flower (comes early in the spring and doesn’t survive very long; heart of a person with flaming desire – daffodil
Narcissus and narcissim in psychonanlysis:
· Excessive selfishness, arrogance (hubris)
S. Freud on narcissim (self love)
· Narcissistic personality disorder:
· Inflated sense of self-importance
· A need for excess admiration 
· Self absorption and a sense of entitlement
· Lack of empathy for others 
Structuralism:
· Myths reflect the binary structure of human mind: it perceives the world in forms of opposites
· In myths, opposites are brought together 
· Echo: desire for effective communication but not effective communication
· Narcissus: desire for no communication but desire but not effective communicatiom
· Reflection of sound (echo)
· Reflection of image (mirror) - No communication 
·           |
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Communication     (disastrous effects f refusing reciprocity) 
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