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ECH 2310B Conflicts and Rights 

Machiavelli
Virtue/Virtu
Good politician was a good person
They want to convince us that they understand us, and are good people
This is a virtue 
Virtues people look for in their friends and family
Honesty 
Kindness 
Loyalty 
Trust 
Generosity
Virtues are great attributes but no one sticks holy to their virtues all the time
People who stay true to their virtues will most likely loose to those who do not in politics 
To lose the possibility of a virtuous politics at all 

Those who stay true to their virtue will lose to those who are un virtuous 
Question of time: what is virtuous is always virtuous. What appears virtuous at one point in time can be un virtuous in other point in time. Judge what is virtuous in politics as compared to private life. Machiavelli says this is one of the hardest things to do.
“ends justify the means”
“do what you have to do to get in power and do what ever means necessary to keep it”
if you may have to do anything, to what end should you do
Machiavelli argues that if you want to see something that resembles virtues we might have to do the exact opposite of what the virtues tell us 
Virtue in a political society can only happen within a political order, which can make and enforce it to happen
To make and create political order they demand that you consciously deny virtues and consciously act against it

EX: James Bond
007
00 means license to kill
he is above the law because the law made it so
He does the same things as the bad guys but they do it for him selves but James bond does it for the people to protect them
Consciously denies virtues
Does what he has to do so we can live the way that we do

Virtu
You do what you have to do so that virtues can actually exist at all
Ex: Few good men, “You cant handle the truth”
People doing what needs to be done so we can live our ordinary life 

If you want to run for politics you must understand the importance of Virtu
Politics is about doing the necessary evil
“I did what needed to be done” in order for virtues to exist 
We should thank them
Machiavelli lived in a time when heaven and hell was very important
If you are virtuous you go to heaven 
Machiavelli says he loves his country more than he loves his soul
I think this might send me to hell, but it needs to be done in order to for the country to remain virtuous 
Openness up a limitless reason for virtu

Reason of State (National Interest)
Becomes a reason to let us do what ever we want to do
Machiavelli argues the distinguish between a tyrant and a politician
Tyrant acts only in self interest
Uses cruelty and deception and killing
Politicians acts in public interest
Uses deception and killing only when necessary 
Can not whip your hands of virtu and say you are virtuous 
Machiavelli doesn’t believe in progress, he says there is no such thing as progress
He believes if we want a world with virtues we have to create that world and make it happen
We need a political leader with virtu 
Strong enough and ruthless enough
Smart enough to figure out problems
Has enough virtue to do the nasty things that are necessary 
Fortune/fate controls half our lives 
Good laws and good arms
Is the answer to political virtues, it is to create a set of institutions that will force us to or encourage us to be good

Glory
Machiavelli attempts to convince a prince with virtu to become a prince with the greatest virtu
If you could create a world where virtues and virtu are know and put into institutions you would be the last prince and crate a republic 
You can only be that if you can handle virtues and virtu
Convince a prince to be the last prince to recognize politics as what it is and as it might be 
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Machiavelli
You have to do it to them before they do it to you
The difference between appearance and reality (Virtue/Virtu)
What can be bad can be good it depends on your ability to judge the situation 
Decisions become more difficult when they involve other people 
There is no world where our morals match perfectly with our situation, but we must judge for ourselves what is right
In politics you might have to leave your morals at home in order to pursue a political morality 
The relationship between private interests and public interests public morals and private morals 
Those people who are willing to do what is necessary to preserve the state have virtu
Ex: Roman history will show us everything  we need to know about politics 
Romulus came to the realization that a successful city could not be ruled by more then one person, needs central authority so he killed his brother because it was necessary for the founding of Rome itself 
Anyone who wants to be involved in politics need to cultivate virtu, need to be able to make the choice of what is good and what appears to be good, need to realize the necessities 
How do we know what is necessary?
Finding a leader with virtu and cultivating the virtu in the people to follow that leader which is very hard to do
Machiavelli says finding a leader with virtu is very difficult making having two or three in a row nearly possible.
If we really believe in virtu we cannot rely solely on a single leader
The great leader will give the public interest to the public
Believes the people should have the power who all have the same problems. Republic ruled by the people has all the problems a republic ruled by a single leader 
Machiavelli never talks about rights

Glory
The greatest of princes are those who have glory
Glory: gets around Time
A great prince with Glory will be remembered as great throughout all time
What we should seek is glory
Thousands of people go to see the Lincoln memorial (that is glory)
Lincoln engaged in a war that resulted in deaths of thousands of civilians, civil war (North vs. South)
He did it for the greater good of the state
It is wrong to send people to their deaths, but it is the right thing to do
The public gives glory upon those who the deem worthy 
The public can only give leaders glory 
Glory is not material it might require material but it isn’t material 
South African most famous person is Nelson Mandela 
Glory is people fighting for you not just because they are paid for it but because they believe in the person and want to work hard for them

Republic
Something constituted by good laws and good arms
A system of controlled conflict 
Set up a system where power is put against power and power is checked 
Power only will win if it proves to be for the common good

Problem Faction
Just because you have separation and balances doesn’t mean you have the possibility of creating a public interest but also doesn’t mean it wont arise
Cheques and balances alone are not enough to generate a public interest 

Civic Virtue/Civic Religion
We have to make the political order the state
We have to make it a object of glory 
We have to love our state, we don’t have to love each other 
WAR fosters civic virtue
A successful republic will consistently go to war
War does two things
Cements the emotions of love and civic virtue, we vs. them. Brings us together (us vs. them)
Gives us glory when we win, there is glory in death
Those who gave their lives for us, which gives them glory because they sacrificed their private interest for the public interest
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