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What is Politics?

The allocation distribution of scarce resources
Originates in conflict over scarce resources or differing values
Is struggle among different groups in society who want different things

Canada’s Oil Sands

Located in Alberta
One third of the world’s known petroleum resources
CAN exports 2 million barrels per day to the US
Originally thought it was too expensive to be exploitable
Development is contested -> harmful to environment, etc.
It’s very complicated and complex, esp -> environ

Economic Contribution of Oil Sands to Canada’s Economy
Currently provides jobs for approx.. 514,000 people in Canada
Expected to grow to over 800,000 jobs by 2028
Industry will pay an est. 1.5 tril$ in PR (302 bil) and fed (574 bil) taxes and provincial royalties (590bil) in the next 25 years
Price of oil has been fluxuating
Oil Sand has contributed to many jobs


Canada’s Future (ECONOMIC EFFECTS)
Our climate performance is the worst in the entire world
O.15% of the environment disturbed by the oil sands production has been reclaimed
In 2011 oil sand companies used as much water as 75% of Canadians
In the past year the gov in Alberta and Canada, have launcher expensive PR campaigns

OIL SANDS POLITICS
How do we resolve these differences of opinion on whether we should be developing the oil sands?
What should the decision making process look like?
Oil is the basis of the economy -> natural resource economy in Alberta
How do we translate different views in the economy

Government Plays a Key Role
Gov. is the conflict manager
Involved in resolving differences in a preferred outcome among groups within a country
Is the specialized activity of those individuals
“Committed to developing Canada’s oil sands and heavy oil resources in a sustainable and responsible way through advances in science and tech.” 
To approach the gov. one can lobby or protest

How Does Power Play into the Oil Sands Politics
The oil producing states control the price of oil
Price fixing -> supply – demand control
Lobbyist groups
The most interest 514,000 voters to influence the power of oil sands

POWER
 -> The ability of one actor to achieve their goals in a political system
Politics always involves power, difficult to see who has it
Coercion – submitting voluntararily due to some form of pressure/force
Sending the police, using arms, putting someone in jail are examples
We assume only the state uses coercion

Authority – the right of an individual or group to regulate a community (others consent)
Traditional authority - is passed down over generations
Charismatic authority -  charming persuasive heartwarming power, empowering
Rational legal authority – A legal framework confers authority onto a leader

Influence – You sway the opinion/preferences of others , influence the way they think about an issue

State
195 states in the entire world
A state being a sovereign entity, self governing
An internally recognized body -> exhibits the highest form of law
A group of people who share something -> generally membership within that given territory
An idea, how we define ourselves and our given cultures and values
The structure rule over a defined territory and people
“The State linked to Sovereignity” -> In charge of own affairs
The state has a monopoly on use of force within territory
State exercise of authority is regarded as legitimate by the people within the geographical unit
Legitimacy and the legitmate exercise of authority is critical to the strength of the state
[bookmark: _GoBack]Difference from a government is that the state is the basis and foundation, while the leadership decisions all of the people is the government.
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REINFORCE WITH AT HOME NOTES,
EVERYTHING DONE IN CLASS IS THE ONLY STUFF NEEDED, ITS OUR JOB TO COVER MORE CONTENT OF WHAT WE DID IN CLASS AT HOME
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