































Canadian Politics, a Reflection of the Past



















In the words of the French philosopher Henri Louis Bergson, “The present contains nothing more than the past, and what is found in the effect is already in the cause” (Brainy quotes).  The history of Canada is reflected everyday in the political landscape of this country with the cause being ingrained in the past and the effect being played out in the present. There are many stories in today’s political news that are rooted in this great country’s history. These controversies include the similar, yet widely varying issues of the aboriginal treaty rights and the French-English divide. Without a doubt, much of Canadian politics today is a reflection of the past. 
The arrival of the Europeans in New France undoubtingly changed the life course of the Native peoples forever. Interaction between the two began with respectful and potentially beneficial fur trade but as the profits expanded and became more competitive, conflict and war broke out (Lecture 3, Slide6). Not only did Europeans wage war, but also they brought with them diseases, drugs, religion, and the plans to develop a New European World where the Aboriginals inhabited. Missionaries were sent to convert natives to Christianity, residential schools were established to “civilize” native populations, aboriginals were forced to move into small reserves or to other regions, ultimately destroying many of the traditions and beliefs of the indigenous people (Lesson 3, Slide 8 and 9). Furthermore, many land treaties between the two parties became problematic because of “poor descriptions, missing signatures and confusion of boundary lines” (Gov Can). Over the course of the 20th century, the Canadian government has recognized the wrong doings that had been done to the Native peoples through assimilation and treaty disputes, and have been working hard to right these wrong doings. The First Nations have been given the inherent right to self-govern their communities, answering their call for greater autonomy (Gov Can). Unfortunately, there are still conflicts in regards to land disputes happening in the 21st century. In recent news, overlapping land claims and unsolved territorial disputes in British Columbia resulted in the Supreme Court of Canada ruling in favour of aboriginal groups. This, for the first time, recognizes the existence of aboriginal title on a particular site and “allows control of ancestral lands and the right to use them for modern economic purposes, without destroying those lands for future generations.” (Writer, 2014). In saying this, aboriginal parties now have control over land that is rich in resources limiting the federal governments access. One issue in particular that this ruling is going to effect is the Northern Gateway Pipeline. There have been many conflicts between the government and the B.C Natives whose land the pipeline is planned to traverse. With this new ruling, plans for the pipeline look as though they will be on a hold unless an agreement can be reached. The clarification of how to prove aboriginal title and when consent is required from First Nations groups will ultimately serve as precedent to the courts of Canada. In the other provinces and territories, especially Quebec, we may see this “decision encourage more bands to assert their rights” (Hildebrandt, 2014). This will likely result in a handful of court cases on land disputes potentially leading to the recapturing of lost land by the Aboriginal peoples. The consequences for the Aboriginals are overall very positive in regards to asserting their power as a Nation and re-claiming what once belonged to them, but the impact on the Canadian territory and peoples is unforeseeable. To conclude, the countless wrongdoings committed against the Aboriginal peoples have been reflected in this countries political landscape for hundreds of years. Only now, in 2015, are the Aboriginals begging to gain true recognition for what was taken from them and the Supreme court ruling has open the doors for cases of the same nature that will debated for years to come. 
One of the biggest issues in Canadian politics that has been relevant since the founding of the New World is the French-English divide. Beginning with the battle to colonize and rule the New World, the French and the English settlers engaged in numerous conflicts and wars to govern the territory. Ultimately, in 1763, the French lost their power and authority in North America and the colony of New France would from then on, be governed by the English (Slide 10, Lesson4). At this time, francophones outnumbered Anglophones by eight to one but as new immigrants from British Isles fled to Canada, the francophone population decreased dramatically to one-third the population (Brooks 2004, pg. 403).  Many French-Canadians feared the loss of their religion, culture, and most notably their language- a fear still expressed today. As a result, in order to protect their culture, they closed themselves off in closed-knit communities and were weary of the English (Slide 9, Lesson4). Over the next 200 years, the battle to keep their language and culture has been one fought relentlessly by the Francophones of Canada through politics, deepening the French-English divide. To demonstrate, the Manitoba School Question in the late 19th century resulted in the loss of the bilingual religious schooling system in Manitoba. French Canadians saw this as the government failure to protect the French minority, the most significant loss of rights outside of Quebec, and realized their position in Canada and that their religious and linguistic rights could only be ensured in Quebec (Slide 26& 27, Lesson 7). This division, entrenched in the assimilation of the French-speaking Canadians over the past two centuries is still a topic of much debate. In an attempt to right this wrong, over the past 50 years, the Canadian Government has introduced policy protecting the rights of individuals to guarantee the use of either French or English. The Official Languages Act gave English and French equal status in government and ensured the public be able to be served by federal institutions in the language of their choice (Slide 60, Lesson7). Although this was a step in the right direction, many Quebecers still feel as though a greater autonomy is needed within the province and wants to be recognized as a “distinct society” (Slide 50, Lesson 7). The question this brings up is “what is a distinct society”? And what merits Quebec being recognized while other provinces are not? When looking at the lifestyle of the average Quebecer most “aspects of their lifestyle are not remarkably different from Canadians in other regions of the country” (Brooks 2004, 422). The belief of being distinct and wanting to secure the French language has led to political groups such as the Parti Quebecois. In the summer of 2014, PQ leader Stéphane Bédard spoke on behalf of the party and himself that “We think Quebec should become a country. That will never leave me.” (Authier, 2014). It was this discussion of a sovereign Quebec that caused the PQ to slip the rankings in the 2014 provincial elections. Typically the topic of Quebec as its own country is avoided during campaigning because of its “divisive nature” and may have been the cause of the PQ losing to the Liberals in the most recent election (Shingler, 2014). In saying this, it could be said that over the past twenty years, many of the Quebecois have begun to feel as though having a sovereign Quebec is not best for their Province. In September of 2013, independent MP Maria Mourani crossed the floor and joined the NDP later stating that her exiting the sovereign movement was because “The federal system does not impede the distinct nature of the provinces… allowing Quebec to be a significant partner in the federation without hampering its unique identity”. She also explained, “remaining part of Canada was the best guarantee for political protection of minorities against the demagogical whims“ (Mourani, 2014). It is these views that are shared by many Quebecers that has resulted in 10% the drop of support for the Sovereign Quebec movement from 1995 to 2014 (CBC News, 2014). All in all, the French-English divide is a political issue originating in the founding history and one that has been fought for 200 years. Only now are we beginning to see the resolution but with Parti Quebec continuing to push for a sovereign Quebec, it is bound to stay prevalent in politics for years to come. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To summarize, it was the poor treatment of the Native peoples through assimilation, ignorance, and treaty breaking that has caused many of the poor conditions that thousands of aboriginal people live in today. Similarly, through the assimilation and disregard for the French language and religion, the Quebecers have and continue to strive for a sovereign nation. The countless wrongdoings done to the Natives and the Francophones are ones that can never be undone, but there are many initiatives that the Canadian government has been proactive to implement. The political issues regarding the First Nations and the French-Canadians is a dispute rooted in Canadian history that has been played out in politics for over a hundred years and will continue to be seen in the Canadian political landscape for years to come.
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