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The answer to what the ideal form of democracy is difficult to retort with a simple definition as there are number of different versions of what is considered to be ideal. To begin, there are three criteria’s that must be met in order for a government to even be considered a democracy. First, a state, referring to “the political institutions in a particular country - its legislature, executive, civil service, courts, armed forces, police, and so on, must exist; no state, no democracy (Lecture 11, Slide 3). Second, a democratic government must hold free and contested elections meaning anyone can vote and the results can be challenged. Finally, no regime can be considered a democracy unless its ruler governs in a democratic manner. In saying this, a government where “elected executives (no matter what the magnitude of their majority) infringe the constitution, violate the rights of individuals and minorities, impinge upon the legitimate functions of the legislature, and thus fail to rule within the bounds of a state of law” are not democracies (Juan & Stepan, 1996). Democracy in its purest form involves asking every person who lives in the country their opinion on each government decision. Seeing as this is unrealistic in most countries, most have a representative democracy where elected officials act for the people, making decisions at different levels of government (Parliament of Canada, 2015). One can look at democracy through two lenses, the institutional lens and the cultural lens. Institutionally, democracy is built on the three criteria mentioned above, most notably, the principal of checks and balances. This concept refers to three branches of government’s (the judiciary, the legislator, and the executive) ability to limit the power of the other branches. Essentially, “each branch “checks” the power of the other branch to make sure the power is balanced” (Fact Monster, 2007). In doing this, the power placed in each facet of government is limited resulting in a more collaborative regime and less corruption, thus ensuring that the interest of the people is maintained (Capriola, 2008). Looking at democracy through the cultural lens, democracy is a way of life. According to Brooks, “the one thing everyone can agree on is that democracy is based on equality”; democracy entails freedom and opportunity to its population (Brooks 2012, pg.18). The fact that the people of a nation have the right and the ability to either directly or indirectly influence the government is a large factor in the success of a democracy and without the universal support of the nation, it will not succeed (Capriola, 2008). Overall, Debatewise describes democracy as an ideal and government for its freedom, representation of the people, better governance due to transparency, respect and promotion of human rights (DebateWise, 2015),
Each democratic country in the world has a varied version of democratic politics whether it is through their practices, leaders, or structures.  Canada, much like the United States and the United Kingdom, has a representative democracy. As described above, Canadian democracy gives each the right to elect representatives at each level of government (federal, provincial, and municipal) who make decisions and laws that affect all parts of life. In saying this, Canada has a free and contested election that allows “every person who is a Canadian citizen and is 18 years of age or older on polling day is qualified as an elector” and has recently taken the extra step to address the human rights issues of inaccessible polling stations to those with disabilities by introducing the Accessibility Action Plan (Canada Elections Act, 2015). This Action Plan includes addressing “physical obstacles such as too-narrow corridors, informational barriers such as vaguely-worded instructions, and attitudinal impediments such as poll officials with a discriminatory mind-set” to make those with disabilities more likely to participate in voting (AODA, 2015).  Moreover, democracies are lead by those who govern in a democratic manner, meaning they do not counter the constitution, limit the rights of citizens or impinge on legitimate functions of the legislature. According to Brooks, “respect for rights and freedoms is generally considered to be a distinguishing feature of a democratic government”. This being said, as the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is entrenched in the Canadian Constitution it creates a landscape where the executive is not constitutionally allowed to impinge on Canadian rights and freedoms. Furthermore, we currently have a right winged conservative party leader and traditionally, right winged politicians are “less tolerant of government intervention in the economy” (Lecture 9, Slide 32) which results in lower taxes. Many economists, libertarians and conservative philosophers argue “governments that levies heavy taxes on citizens are undemocratic” as “individual choice is reduced when government, representing the collectivity, decides how a large share of people’s income will be spent” (Brooks 2012, pg. 19). To counter, left winged politicians would argue that taxation promotes freedom through policies that aid less advantageous groups. Finally, in Canada there is no monopoly of power within the government. The executive, the legislature, and the judiciary are competent in “checking the balance” of power within the government which has resulted in a collaborative and for the most part, a corrupt free Canada. 
Even though the Canadian government follows the criteria to be a democratic country there are certain issues that go against the ideal democratic state. To begin, built into the charter of rights and freedoms is section 33 or otherwise not as the notwithstanding clause. The notwithstanding clause “was established to allow both the federal and provincial governments to preserve laws even though they may be deemed by judges to violate certain rights and freedoms, specifically those listed in section 2 or sections 7-15 of the Charter (fundamental freedoms, legal rights and equality rights)” (Lecture 13, Slide11). The most prominent use of this section is in Quebec’s Bill 101 where legislation has put “restrictions on the language rights of non-francophones” (Brooks 2012, pg. 14). Even though Canadian constitution has entrenched to coequal rights of the French and English language at the National level, the rights of the minority in Quebec are being imposed on. Furthermore, in 2000 Alberta, passed a bill amending the province’s Marriage Act to define marriage as heterosexual couples only, which included the notwithstanding clause excusing the law of the section 15 equality rights based on sexual orientation (Giles, 2015). Even though the notwithstanding section of the constitution is rarely used it could very likely be considered undemocratic in the eyes of the public. Within saying that, in an ideal democracy, the promises made by the elected officials during campaigning are kept since they are the basis for votes. The promises made by candidates reflect the party’s values and on the assumption that the promises will be sustained, the citizen votes for the party that best reflects their values. Unfortunately, political promises are not always kept. In 2006, Stephen Harper’s conservative government defeated the liberals party on the promise to “restore Canadians’ trust in government, limit political donations, restrict lobbying by former cabinet ministers, decrease the control of leaders over party nominations, reduce secrecy and ensure protection for whistleblowers” (Hepburn, 2015). Today, most of those promises are erroneous. In saying this, Harper has made positive changes in making the government more accountable, but since being sworn in, nearly 50% of promises made in 2006 have not been acted on “has taken steps backwards on others, failed to enforce his own rules, cut key ethics rules, increased secrecy and ignored other legal and ethical loopholes”(Hepburn, 2015). The betrayal of these promises result in a deception to the majority of common citizens who elected the conservative party as their representation in the House of Commons and ultimately does not reflect to want of the population. Even more commonly, the Canadian populations involvement in government generally end after the voting. Brooks sums up the typical Canadians involvement very well in saying “participation in politics takes form in small bursts of attention and going to the polls at election time” (Brooks 2012, pg.16). This lack of involvement in government decision making eventually results in an unaware population and small portion of people dominating the political landscape which is counter intuitive to democracy. To conclude, the growing social economic gap in Canada’s population will take Canadian democracy even further from the ideal state. Social inequalities produce inequalities in political powers and with Canada’s diverse population these inequalities are inevitable. The formal political institutions are based on equality of citizens and with Canada’s population increasing diversity and diverging values the move to a less ideal democratic government is inevitable. 
To summarize, an ideal form of democracy is one that creates freedom, representative of the people, governs with transparency, and respects and promotes of human rights. Furthermore, elections are free to eligible citizens to vote and the results can be challenged and the leader governs in a democratic manner. Canadian democracy meets the standards as to what constitutes a democratic country and is a well-governed democratic state. Canada is currently ranked number nine in the Freedom House’s World Democracy Audit democratic country placing high in political rights and civil liberties but lower in freedom of press, corruption and economic freedom(World Audit, 2015) . In saying this, through the country’s use and ability to use the notwithstanding clause, the elected parties empty promises, and the growing socio-economic gap in Canada’s population, the country is moving further away from an ideal democracy. Canada’s diverse population and growing value differences will make it harder for political representatives to be illustrative of the citizens and a true democracy will be difficult to attain. 
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