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HIS 1120 
 The History of Europe (16th-20th Century)

or

Europe’s road to ‘modernity’ in 10 episodes

Timetable:  W 4:30-5:00 (MRT 218), F 2:30-4:00 (DMS 1140)
Instructor:  Dr. C. Hagerman
Office: DMS 9122 (ext# 1301)
Email: chagerma@uottawa.ca or hagermanchristopher@gmail.com
	Office hours: T 1:30-3:00, R 1:30-3:00, and by appointment.

Course Description: Survey of the basic developments in European history; emphasis on how historical questions are formulated and answered.

Course Objectives

Intellectual – understanding the process by which historical narratives (and historical ‘truths’) are constructed; interrogating notions of modernity and progress. 

Skills – identifying and critiquing historical sources; formulating research questions and theses; traditional and digital research methods; constructing an argument; citation and avoiding plagiarism.

Content – students will develop a general framework of the key periods and events in Early Modern and Modern European history.

Texts

	Required:  None 

Recommended: 
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2012) ISBN-10: 0312610416.  Available via Amazon.

N.b. The readings will be discussing on a daily basis in class will be available on the course website.

If you wish, do pick up a general reference text to provide a continuous narrative of Europe in our period, i.e. 1500ish – 2000ish. 
These tend to be very expensive, but you can find deals on used texts via Amazon.   
E.g. J. Merriman, A History of Modern Europe from the Renaissance to the Present, W.W. Norton Co. 3rd edition or later.  ISBN-10: 0393934330.  (It’s also available in two volumes.)

Teaching Methods

Our regular class meetings will incorporate lectures, discussions, group work, and Q&A sessions.  In addition there will be a variety of on-line activities designed to enrich students’ learning experiences.

Evaluation Methods and distribution of grades

N.B. all written assignments must be submitted in hardcopy and via email attachment in pdf format.

Source assessment 1 (10%) – identify and discuss the problems with one of the primary sources we have read to date (see list A) Due: Sept 18 See my ‘How-to’ document for further details.

Source assessment 2) (10%) - identify and discuss the problems with a primary source we have not touched on in class (see website for a list of suitable sources) Due: Oct 7

Term paper thesis and bibliography (10%) – provide the preliminary thesis statement (one sentence) for your term paper as well as a working bibliography of at least 5 scholarly sources in proper bibliographical format. (See website for a list of suitable topics) Due: Oct 14

Term paper (25%) – an 8 page (2000 word) paper supporting your thesis.  Remember to support your points with ample evidence and to provide full and accurate citations of your source material.  See my ‘How-to’ document for more details.  A 5% bonus (on the assignment) will go to any student who meets with the instructor or a TA to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of his/her draft before submitting the paper.  Another 5% bonus (on the assignment) is available to any student who meets with the instructor or TA after the paper has been returned to discuss ways to improve his/her work in the future. Due: Nov 27 

Participation (20%) – students will be evaluated on attendance as well as the frequency and quality of contributions to class discussions, back channel comments, tweets, padlets, reading questions/summaries etc. 

Final Exam (25%) Date TBA

Code of Conduct and Plagiarism

Attendance is mandatory.

Please help me create an atmosphere of tolerance and respect in our class.

Please remember that I am here to help you and don’t hesitate to exploit me to that end.

Academic fraud of any kind will not be tolerated. For the particulars of university policies on plagiarism and other forms of academic fraud please consult the University regulations on plagiarism and academic fraud, particularly Academic Regulation 14.  

Calendar of activities, readings, and evaluations

Sept 9 – Introduction and administration
	Preparation: NA

Sept 11 – Europe in 1500 and The Modern
	Preparation: Modernity readings (website)
		
Episode 1) 16 October 1555, The execution of Hugh Latimer
	
Sept 16 – Latimer’s life and death in context
Preparation: Reformation Readings (website)
		
		Sept 18 – To Westphalia and beyond.
		Preparation: Reformation Readings II (website)
		Source assessment #1 due

Episode 2) April 6 1624 - Francis Bacon catches pneumonia… and dies.

Sept 23 – Bacon’s Last experiment in context
Preparation: Scientific Revolution Readings (website)

Sept 25 – Reason and the life of science
Preparation: Scientific Revolution Readings II (website)

	Episode 3) 1697-8 - Peter the Great’s Grand Embassy 
		 
		Sept 30 – The Grand Embassy in context
		Preparation: Peter and Catherine Readings (website)

		Oct 2 – Enlightened Absolutism?
		Preparation: Louis XIV readings (website)

	Episode 4) February 19, 1772 – the First Partition of Poland
		
		Oct 7 – The partition in context
Preparation: Royal perspectives on the Partition Readings (website)
		Source assessment #2 due

		Oct 9 – The European Balance of Power
		Preparation: International Relations Readings (website)
	
Episode 5) August 26, 1789 – The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen
		
Oct 14 – The Declaration in context
	Preparation: French Revolution Readings (website)
	Research paper thesis and bibliography due

Oct 16 – Republic to Empire
	Preparation: Napoleon Readings (website)

Episode 6) September 18, 1830 – The Right Honourable Wm. Huskisson’s takes a wrong turn.
		
		Oct 21 – The accident in context
		Preparation: Industrial Revolution Readings (website)

		Oct 23 - A brave new world
		Preparation: Industrial Revolution Readings II (website)

October 25-31 – No classes reading week.
		
	Episode 7) 1845 – A death ship arrives in Belgium
		
		Nov 4 – The Potato Blight in context
		Preparation: The potato revolution and Ireland Readings (website)
		Term paper draft due

		Nov 6 – The Hungry 40s and the Year of Revolution
		Preparation: 1848 Readings (website)

Episode 8) September 7, 1914 – The Taxis of the Marne
		
Nov 11 – The Battle of the Marne in Context
		Preparation: Great War Readings (website)
	
		Nov 13 – The Great War and Modern Europe
		Preparation: Great War Readings II (website)

Episode 9 ) 26 April 1937 – The bombing of Guernica 
		
November 18 – The bombing in context
		Preparation: Fascism Readings (website)

		November 20 – The Second World War 
		Preparation:  WWII Readings (website)
	
Episode 10) November 1, 1956  Imre Nagy’s declaration
		
November 25 – The Soviet invasion in context
		Preparation: Cold War Readings I (website)

		November 27 – Toward a new Europe 
		Preparation: Cold War Readings II (website)
		Term paper final draft due

Conclusion
 	
Dec 1 – The European Union: triumph of the Modern?
	Preparation: NA

Dec 3 – Review/Make-up
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