SOCI 3045 – Lecture 9
Tuesday June 14th, 2011
Children in War
Today’s Agenda:
· Reminders
· Overview of children in armed conflict; 
· Defining “child soldier”; 
· News clip: Ishmael Beah;
· The recruitment of child soldiers;
· Film and Discussion: Invisible Children; 
· The experience of child soldiers;  
· Responding to the use of child soldiers; 
· Discussion activity:  Should child soldiers be held accountable for their war crimes?
The Machel Reports:
· 1996  children were affected by war in 30 countries by 2006 it had risen to 56 countries – increase in almost 50%
· Between 1980’s and 19990s 2 million children have been killed
Impact of War on Children:
· Children are not by standards but rather targets
· “Millions of children are caught up in conflicts in which they are not merely bystanders, but targets. Some fall victim to a general onslaught against civilians; others die as part of a calculated genocide. Still other children suffer the effects of sexual violence or the multiple deprivations of armed conflict that expose them to hunger or disease. Just as shocking, thousands of young people are cynically exploited as combatants” (The Machel Report, 1996) 
· Direct and indirect ways children are victimized by war
Direct Victimisation: Race and Ethnicity:
· Example: a gender attack – ethnic, genocide impact both adults and children
Direct Victimisation: Gender:
· Sexual violence towards girls and women – common ½ of all Canadian women have come into contact with sexual violence
· Forced prostitution
· Women of all ages are affected – babies  to grandmothers
· Most vulnerable group are adolescent girls – because have not yet infected by HIV/AIDS etc. (men who were infected by HIV/AIDs thought that if they had sex with a virgin they would be cured)
· Young boys also get sexual assaulted but it is not reported and happens less than girls
Direct Victimisation: Displacement:
· Impacts all civilians but impacts children too
· Becoming a refugee – flees their country due to a threat, etc.
· Separated from their parents or caregivers – “unaccompanied children” 
Direct Victimisation: Conflict-Induced Disabilities:
· War zones are disabling to children with disabilities – these zones are not safe or accessible for children with disabilities – they cannot live productive lives -  
-Example: a person in a wheelchair needs a ramp to get to a patio, but if there is no ramp and just stairs, then the environment is disabling for that individual
· Landmines There are 110 million unexploded landmines; 
· Children are more exposed to landmines because they play in fields, and are illiterate so they cannot read what is on the symbols 
-Example: a skull in certain countries represents a sprit rather than poisonous 
Indirect Victimisation:
· Spectacular – child soldiers, child refugees, etc
· These children are easier to access – emergency relief, easy access these children from refugee camps, etc (centralised locations) easy access for researchers, media – more interesting for the media to learn about a child rather than an adult in war – more affective with fundraising
· More children affected by war rather than just the spectacular group 
· Despite focus on “spectacular” victimisation, most victimisation is indirect; 
· Conflict increases the death rate by 24 times among children; 
· Thousands of children die every year from direct, but millions die from indirect 
· Disruption of food supplies (e.g., farming, food aid, food stores); 
· Loss of access to clean water, sanitation, health facilities, education; 
· Rise in poverty and disease;  increase death rates 24 times especially for children under 5
· Cultural disruption – negative impacts on raising children or child development
-example: taking the child away from their family and never returning them to their home
What is a child soldier?
· “any person under 18 years of age who is part of any kind of regular or irregular armed force or armed group in any capacity, including but not limited to cooks, porters, messengers and anyone accompanying such groups, other than family members. The definition includes girls recruited for sexual purposes and for forced marriage. It does not, therefore, only refer to a child who is carrying or has carried arms” 
· Stereotype image – young African boys carrying guns
· Child soldiers can be any kind of armed group 
The Historical Use of Child Soldiers:
· Usually in the global south but also conflict throughout the western military
· Today, approximately 250,000 children are soldiers all over the world;
Video – Eye to Eye (recruitment) 
Forced Recruitment:
· Forced recruitment is recruitment into an armed group (government or non-state) under conditions of coercion; 
· Techniques can include: Abduction from families, streets, refugee camps, orphanages, schools and the “taxation” of families or communities; 
· State armed groups – abducted from in care facilities 
· Could be handed over by their family as a payment, or a tax/fine (form of abduction)
· Destroying the community by having armed people come, kill family and take the child
Voluntary Recruitment:
· Most  children volunteer or make a choice to be recruited 
· But the choices often have restrains or consequences
They are driven by: 
· Poverty or hunger; 
· Protection for themselves or family;  - feel protected by your group “bring the madness to them rather than have them bring the madness to you” – to protect your family or village 
· Being an orphan;  - already without a parent caregiver or looses their caregiver from war – instead of being alone, they join a group
· Seeking revenge;  - example: armed group X attacks your village so you join armed group Y to attack back 
· Seeking adventure;  - travel with the group 
· Family or cultural – values being brave, protecting your village/country, etc 
Backgrounds that value militarism; 
· Politics, ideology - join as political disagreements, might oppose the governments, etc. 
Or resistance; 


Sierra Leone and the RUF:
· Sierra Leone was a British colony until 1961; after Independence, the country has been governed by a corrupt government that impoverished the population; 
· The country was stagnating in terms of socio-economic development; the government was anti-democratic, and society was “gerontocratic”; - older people hold the power and younger people were not allowed to talk unless spoken to.
· Sierra Leone’s civil war (1991-2002) was fought between various armed groups; however, the RUF ignited war, claiming to be revolutionaries to overthrow the corrupt government; 
· Poverty, political repression and marginalisation of the young made children and youth receptive to the RUF; 
· The RUF was a youth movement, although it ultimately perpetrated grave crimes instead of liberating society;  (often recruited children by force)
· While some children exercise their agency by joining armed groups voluntary, others exercise their agency by proactively avoiding recruitment without the help of adults;  
· Why? – because no socioeconomic development, super corrupt government, government of theft, did not provide schools, communities, etc. The government stole from the public. 
-example: the UN developed a program “Human development” measures, literacy, gender equality, development, etc. 
· Children and youth felt isolated, not respected, etc the RUF became attractive to the children so the children volunteered to recruitment 
Small Group Work: Invisible Children: (trying to avoid being forced to being recruited/abducted)
· Can children volunteer to be recruited? 
Reasons Armed Groups Recruit Children:
· Children are assumed to be more docile/ obedient;  - follow orders and obedient (but adults are also very obedient)
· Children are assumed to lack morals and are therefore easily persuaded to commit atrocities; - children are constructed as moral ideal that children lack morals – easy to make children commit crimes (evil or blank slate child) –easy to manipulate (Kohlberg theory of moral development)
· Children are assumed to be more courageous, daring or fearless; - children do not have spouses, property, parents, they do not have much to lose – they do not understand dealth fully or what it is like to be injured, also some children believe that they have magical power to protect them, but this is for adults too 
· Empowering children as soldiers upsets social order by disrupting traditional power relations in relation to adults;  - they do this by power order (children have power of adults) – the worst most ruthless soldiers – children are empowered over adults – children having power is terrifying for adults because normally children are disempowered by adults 
· Armed groups assign children to duties like spying, relying on the stereotype of children’s innocence; - children are assumed to be innocent so they give children certain roles such as spying because people will assume they are just children hanging out around the market – the problem with this is that when children are used like this, all children in the area become vulnerable regardless of if they are spies or not. 
· Populations in war-torn areas are often very young;  - where the population is very young – most recruitments are kids because they are the only ones available
· Cheap, light weapons(machine guns) make children equally effective fighters; - after the cold war, the light weapons flooded these countries because the weapons are cheap and easy to use for children  
· Girls are recruited for domestic and sexual slavery; - gender based work – feeding, cleaning, clothing, cooking, and making clothing, because you need these essentials to live. Girls are also recruited for sexual services – raped and bush wives 
Physical Victimisation of Child Soldiers:
· Both forced and volunteer recruitments – their experiences are both the same
· Negative and positive experiences
· Physical abuse, beaten, physical punished for children who try to escape
-example: children had their name of their group carved into their body
· Drug and alcohol use – required to use drugs or alcohol – we do not know if they are forced or are willing to use drugs but we do know that in some cases children are forced and some volunteer
· Drugs are used to give them a sense of bravery
-drugs: cocaine, gun powder, (weed, and alcohol are the most common used) some children use the reason of drugs and alcohol to explain their actions (amputation someone’s arm off) 
Sexual Victimisation of Child Soldiers:
· Boys’ sexual victimisation is under-reported; 
· Girls experience rape, gang rape and rape with objects; 
· Armed groups might try to “manage” pregnancy by preventing or inducing births; 
· Girls are forcibly married to male soldiers; - being someone’s wife means that the girl is only raped by one person rather than multiple people 
· Sexual violence can serve as punishment for girls or rewards for boys and men
· Generally speaking – girls are stigmatised that after being raped they are no longer welcome into their family and health problems arise, many girls have children that they do not want so they kill their baby (infanticide) 
Psychological and Emotional Victimisation:
· Children may be affected by witnessing and committing atrocities; 
· Children are often forced to commit egregious violence against family or community members;  produces  a bond with the child and the war group
· Child soldiers might experience isolation; - some children feel that they cannot form a bond with the armed group or afterwards, but some children say they it helps to build a bond with other child soldiers 
Slaves:
· Children also are enslaved, for example in domestic labour; - forced labour, enslaved for sexual slaves or domestic work 
Can the Experience of Child Soldiery be “positive”?
· Children report building emotional bonds, friendships and solidarity within armed groups; 
· Armed groups can replace families and communities for children who lost them; 
· Children report feeling less and are less vulnerable and more empowered in armed groups; -rather than being on their own
· Children engaged in political action are better able to cope with war; 
· Children committed to/active in a political cause are more resilient; -research shows the children who are committed to politicised cope better than the children who do not 
· Ideology can give children a sense of meaningfulness, competence and responsibility instead of dependence and vulnerability;  
Legal Responses:
· Charles Taylor is the first head of state to be tried for using child soldiers 
· The Special Court for Sierra Leone prosecuted leaders of three major armed groups for using child soldiers; 
· The Special Court also indicted leaders for the “forced marriage” of girl soldiers; 
· The International Criminal Court issued the first international arrest warrant for using child soldiers for Thomas Dylio, a militia leader in the DRC; 
· *groups have been trialed for rape, using child soldiers, and criminal court – arrest warrant – his charges for using child soldiers 
Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR):
· Disarmament: Collecting weapons in exchange for a package to ease re-entry into civilian life; -if you are a soldier, you will hand in a weapon, you will receive a package of clothing, money, and you will be signed up for skills for a profession, the package is to ease the re-entry into society and a encourage children to hand in their weapon, but you must prove that you know how to use the weapon. 
· Demobilisation: Leaving armed groups;  - children this involves in going to these facilities, and it is their first step into a civilian life, negotiating with the armed group 
· For children, this might involve negotiations, plus being placed in interim care facilities; 
· Reintegration: Reinserting the child into the community and/or long-term effort to promote acceptance;  - re-enter a community or a new community – with or without their family.
· Might require family tracing and reunification; 
· Obstacles include children feeling unwanted, guilty or angry; the family/ community feeling suspicious or angry; -the long term process is having the community accept the child into their community – the community might not trust the person because of what they did to the community or to their family 
· DDR programs are to help children leave war and come back into the society and be in a long term peace
Criticisms of DDR:
· DDR programmes are not focused on children but on adult soldiers; 
· DDR programmes do not account for women or girls’ experiences; - women have been seen as hangers on of the camp, followers etc. So the DDR was not for the women (the women never used weapons in the war so they could not prove that they could use a weapon to get into a facility) 
· Women and girls are often seen as merely “camp followers” or “only wives”; 
· Females have less access to weapons to trade in; 
· DDR packages often only include men’s clothes; 
· Very gendered
Traditional Reintegration:
· Critics of DDR often advocate using local cultural traditions to integrate former child soldiers; 
-Example: Traditional cleansing, involving the washing of the child, representing rebirth, have been undertaken in Sierra Leone and Mozambique; - represent the rebirth of children – reborn and cleanse of the crimes you committed including the crimes to your community. – take the children down to moving water and strip them of their close and cleans them. For girls, you clean them of their sexual abuse, - an elder will go out to the bush and the sprit will tell them what leaves, etc to collect and then the adult will create a poison that the girl will eat to cleanse her from the inside out (local strategies) 
· These methods are thought to promote forgiveness and remorse to renew relationships; 
Small Group Work: Child Soldiers and Accountability?
-Example: amputation (child soldiers were to amputate others limbs) “do you want long sleeves or short sleeves” would determine what length your arm would be cut off at.  
· 

