SOCI 3045 – Lecture 8
Thursday June 9th, 2011 – Week 7B
Children and Labour in the Global South 
Today’s agenda:
· Announcements; 
· International Conventions on Children’s Labour; 
· Children’s Experience of Labour; 
· What is Child Labour?
· Debates over Child Labour; 
· Causes of Child Labour
· Types of Child Labour; 
· Film and Discussion: Stolen Childhoods;
· The Child Labour Movement: Do Children Have a “Right” to Work?
The ILO – International Labour Organisation
· Most important body of with labour issues
· Advancing child labour – aims to protect work and to improve working conditions
ILO Convention No. 138 (1979)
· This is the first major convention
· Minimum age for admissions and work
· “blanket convention” 
· Objective: trying to ensure children below a certain age do not enter the work force and they do this by setting an age for minimum age, any time before this age is illegal 
Convention 138: Standards
· 15 years of age is the minimum age but this excludes “light” work – work that does not threaten their education or training, etc example: babysitting, paper route, etc
· “Hazardous” work is illegal for all children (under the age of 18) – any work that is work that might hurt the child physically or mentally example: slavery, 
· Objective: abolish all children’s work under the age 
· Eliminate children’s labour under a certain age 
· Goal is to eliminate all child labour for all children
ILO Convention No. 182 (1999)
· “worst form of child labour” is the second major convention
· Objective: to eliminate the worst forms of child labour as a priority area within the broader goal
The Worst Forms of Child Labour
· All forms of slavery – trafficking, child soldiers, etc.
· Offering of a child for pornography
· Offering children illegal activity – drugs, prostitution 
· (a) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict;
· (b) the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography or for pornographic performances;
· (c) the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international treaties; 
· (d) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children; 
Worst Forms by “Definition” or “Condition”
· Work that is consider the worst by definition and condition
· Definition – work that is unacceptable for adults too and nothing can improve the work example: A,B,C
· Condition – D = worst because it is hazardous and can be the work environment can be changed
· Shift – away from focusing on minimum age and types of conditions  of work
The Experience of Child Labour
· Child labour is not a “pathology” (there problem) of the global south that will be eliminated through their “evolution”
· Example: In the Global North there is child labour – in Portugal there are 35000 children who work and 40% of them work 7 days a week
· Example: In the USA children as young as 6 years old are working illegally 
Child Labour in the Global North
· Stats on slide
Child Labour in the Global South Cont’d
· Child labour is found in all regions of the world
· 1 in 5 children engage in child labour in Asia 
· Sub-Saharan Africa – 1 in 3 children work 
· All these children are younger than 13


Changes in Child Labour in the Global South
· In 2004 there were 218 million children at labour, 126 million work in hazardous conditions – 68%
· Boys and girls are both equally participating in hazardous work
· Stats on slide from 2000-2004
· Why is child labour decreasing? – no one knows maybe because the situations are improving 
Is all work “Child Labour”?
· Not all child work is laborious
· The ILO does not think that all child work should be eliminated
· Non harmful work is work that does not interfere with their school work 
· The ILO believes are positive for child’s development are:
-Housework
-Helping a family business
-Working in ones spare time for pocket money 
What is Child Labour?
· “work that deprives children of their childhood, their potential and dignity and that is harmful to their physical and mental development” work that also interferes with their schooling 
Example: work that is mentally, physically, socially, morally and harmful for the child 
· However children in poor countries do not attend school and need to work for their family
Critics of Child Labour Claim:
· Deprives children from their childhoods
· Not paid fairly
· Work under poor conditions
· Every year 22,000 children work due to their work
· Children who work do not go to school therefore they cannot  future their life
· Child workers take away adult work because they are cheaper to pay – adults competing against the children for wages
Responses to Criticisms of Child Labour
· Depriving children from the hegemonic childhood
· Children are not paid well enough – children should be protected at work – we should ensure their healthy and pay them minimum wages
· Criminalizing children’s work does not eliminate the activity and causes more problems because the children do not want to be caught working illegally or they will get punished not the employer
· Children working underground employment – illegally working or hidden work
· If adults were paid the same as the children then there would be no competition and fair for both persons
Internal Causes of Child Labour
· Poverty is the main reason
· Internal causes and external causes
· Internal – about the child’s relationship or place within the family
- Example: death or disabled parents 
· These places do not have unemployment or disability insurance 
-example: street children, dysfunctional families, children runaway or a household needs survival
External Causes of Child Labour
· External: the child in relationship to the society
· The children who work are from families that come from families that are marginalized – worse jobs and worse paying job
· Communities are poor, families are poor and therefore the children are poor
Example: economic crisis – beyond everyday poverty – crisis that goes beyond – example: factories shutting down, crops drop, etc
Example: diseases – HIV/AIDS deaths to adults so the children are working 
In Zambia, hiv/aids adult deaths have added 23-30% of child labour force 
Children in the Informal Sector (informal economy)
· Sector of the economy that is unofficial- “under the table”
Example: scavenging through landfills, show shinning, aiming for tourist, sell plastic bags or selling people water
· Selling stuff on the street everyday but still unemployed
· Children may not be paid money but food or shelter
Understanding Children’s involvement in the Informal Sector
· Law – making child labour illegal but forcing children into more underground labour – more risky work
-example: GAP 
· Neoliberism – (The state is not longer providing health care, education, ) children and adults being pushed into the informal economy
· Forced governments to cut pack on social services and food subsidies 
· People have no choice but to turn to the informal economy
Children in Domestic Labour
· Many girls take on household employments in their own home or others home
· Girls who work domestic labour in other homes experience isolation from their families or communities, being underfed, hazardous work – chemicals or lifting, exposes children into physical or sexual abuse if they live in the home that they work in. Long hours also as they are continuously working for the family
Understanding Children’s Involvement in Domestic Labour
· Structural forces are gender inequalities in society, girls do the household work
· Girls working in their own homes is a barrier for educations because the girls need to stay home to clean or take care of siblings 
· Girls are often the first to take out of school if the family can’t afford to educate all children 
· “Double duty” when girls work inside their home without pay and then go to their paid job outside of the home 
Children in Agriculture
· Most children involved in child labour are involved in agriculture work – farming, taking care of animals, etc
· Agricultural work is not necessary bad but is a social tradition to teach children, passing on responsibilities, etc
Understanding Children’s Involvement in Agricultural Labour
· Neoliberalism: Because neoliberalism requires the retreat of government and the market to self-regulate, there has been greater deregulation of health, environmental and safety standards, which along with low wages, maximises profit; 
· Poor countries must also rely on cash crops (crops that make lots of money example: cotton, soy, tobacco, bananas, coffee  etc) to participate in the global market; 
· Agribusiness:  Agriculture is increasingly controlled by a small number of global agribusiness firms that expose children to risks of accidents, extreme weather, and heavy pesticide and chemical use; 
· Hazardous for children to be in – long days in extreme weather, heavy equipment – accidents, - pesticides and chemicals 
· Impacts – chemicals can cause eye, fainting, vomiting, etc 
 Children in the Manufacturing Sector
· Produce clothing, shoes, workout clothing, household items, etc
· Children often work in small areas, heavy supervised, dangerous conditions, poor air condition, sweat shop
· Fire exits being blocked, limit access to washroom/breaks
-example by the ILO: children who have full stomachs fall asleep on the job so it is better to keep them unfed 
Small Group Work: Stolen Childhoods Film
Coffee fields – closer of schools, and taking loans from the World Bank (liberalism)
Tobacco and pesticides – most marginalized families (language barrier to understand how bad the pesticides are for their health) children from 3-15 are 3 times more likely to get cancer from the pesticides 
US -farm labour 
Children’s Worker Activism
· As Leibel argues, children must be understood as social subjects and their voices must be listened to; 
· Children’s workers’ organisations have articulated children’s rights as labourers according to their own needs and priorities; 
· Children’s organisations have claimed a right to work, but demand safety, equality, opportunities to learn, freedom of choice, and benefits etc.; 

· Right to work
· Right to choose if they are going to work or not
· Right to be safe at work
· Right to be treated with respect
· Right To be trained
· Right to choose where to live



