SOCI 3045A – Week 7A
Tuesday June 7th, 2011 – Lecture 7
Guest Speaker: Landen Pearson (Child Rights Advocate)
· Speaking about the Convention of the Rights of the Child
· UN Convention of the rights of the child- most of the world is involved (globalization)
· Human rights document
· Second World War – scale of the wrongs of the 21st century is huge – Ex. Hitler many people died during this time. 
· United Nations were formed right after the second world war to prevent such events like the holocaust
· Rights are for all humans no matter where you are or what race you are (the human family)  
· The human population is growing so rapidly that there will be more stress, food security, job security, etc in the future
· From 2000 there has been a rise in people who are starving – human rights are going to be more crucial as time goes on 
· Most recent – Convention of persons with disabilities
· Women’s rights went to look towards Child rights 
· 1979 – decoration of the rights of the child to the convention of the rights of the child – convention is the law, it is implemented into the practice within the state that signs it – only took 10 years
· Cold War – civil rights (West) and economic rights (East) 1989 – end of the Cold War and the convention was now one document 
· Extremely rich document because today, it would be very difficult and almost impossible to have all countries agree on a document
· Ratified (agreed) by  193 countries except for the United States and Somalia  - “these are the norms that we must respect when bring up our children”
· Part of the grade 5 curriculum to teach children about the convention on the rights of the child 
· All of the 193 countries have to come together every 5 years to discuss/report how they are following the convention on the rights of the child 
Example: Birth registration – every child has a right to a name and culture 
· The 3 P’s: Protection,  (50% of children around the world experience violence towards them), Provision (the right to education, healthcare) Participation, (every child has the right to participate in decisions made about him or her as long as she is able to do so)
· The Convention on the rights of the child is working on Child exportation for sexual purposes 
· Africa has the “African Charter of Rights”
· Section 43 Criminal Code of Canada (CCC)  you can use force to punish a child – but in the Child rights, you can not fit a child, so they compromised and decided that between the ages of 2-12 you can use force to punish a child
· Civil Rights – marriage is between two persons (this allows for same sex parents)
· “Best interest of the child right”- what is the best position for the child to be in Example: Divorce -the child should continue seeing the grandparents. Must include the child in the discussion to find out what actually is the best interest of the child 
· Newer issue in Canada: finding ways to get children to be heard (aboriginal children) – “Shannon’s Dream” in her community there was no school, Shannon and her friends saved some money and went to Ottawa who said “We need a school, build us a school” it is the right of a child to an education. Aboriginal children need more support education options, etc. 
· “Shannon’s Dream” was so that all aboriginal children have a school to go to like every other Canadian child. 
The Globalisation of Childhood: Children’s Rights
Today’s Agenda: 
· The historical emergence of children’s rights; 
· Colonialism and the idea of the child; 
· Controversy: Are international children’s rights “neo-colonial”?
· International inequalities; 
· Universalism versus cultural relativism; 
· Small group work: Early marriage; 
UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child, 1959:
· Convention of the Rights of the child (CRC)
· Before the CRC there was the UN Declaration – declarations are not legal documents
· Organized around protection (protect the child) and provision (providing for the children)
· Best interest of the child – concept emerges in the UN Declaration
· Child liberation – never came mainstream but has had a profound impact on how we think about children – the same rights as adults Example: making decisions for them self
· Child liberation believed that competence rather than age should determine rights – right to vote, work etc if the child shows he/she can do it
· This decoration does not believe in participation
The Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1924:
· Oldest ancestor of the declaration
· League of nations found after world war 1 – objectives was to hold human rights, to prevent war, etc. But failed to prevent war as world war 2 happened and by the end of world war 2 the League of Nations was over with and the UN took over
· Eglantyn Jebb developed the Geneva Declaration


Children’s Rights as an Object of International Relations: 
· Social work or charity work for children becomes and international relations itself
· Child welfare was popular in the domestic politics of league members because of the rise of child welfare
· Translated into international world
· Belgium and Switzerland – they believe that politics must become popular nationally – international issue
The Declaration of Geneva and WW1:
· Major motivation was the faith of children in the world war 1 – suffering of children
· Many children fought of soldiers in this war
· Not only the suffering of the children but the experience of world war 1 showed responsibility between adults and child, suffering of children and the hegemonic childhood
Historical context for the Declaration of Geneva:
· Because of world war 1 the hegemonic childhood became a world wide concept
· Capitalism: Technology and law pushed children out of labour and into schooling; 
· Sacralisation:  Children became increasingly sentimentalised as their economic value decreased; 
· Separate spheres:  The world came to be seen as divided into the public sphere for men and private sphere for children and women; 
· This created the hegemonic childhood over all socioeconomic status
· Together these terms create the “child-saving” movement
The Child-Saving Movement:
· Child being abused, etc became social problems
· Conducted by middle to upper class socioeconomic statuses
· Child-saving was a middle- and upper-class preoccupation of philanthropists engaged in “charitable” or “benevolent” strategies to save working-class and immigrant children who they described as “wayward”, “street urchins”, “street Arabs”, “waifs” or “guttersnipes”; 
· Shape and discipline these children – working class children and immigrant children – these children need to be “saved” from their parents
The Children’s Aid Society:
· “save” the children from their organs (class, ethnic) 
· Take the children from their homes “saving” them and ship them to foster homes or group homes
· Braise – secatary of Children’s Aid Society 
· The founder of CAS oversaw 100,000 removals from New York City; 
The Declaration of Geneva and Child-Saving:
· The declaration – emerged from the child-saving moment
· The declaration was protection and provision as well as shaping the character of the children rather than understanding them as a person 
Colonialism and the Idea of the Child:
· 1400-1800 era of colonization (environment and economic colonies)
· Colonisation was justified by racialised discourses and colonised peoples
The Child and the “Native”:
· Children were constructed a “Blank slates” 
· “Terra nullius” – land that is empty 
· Children were seen as close to nature “innocent” and in need of guidance which made them close to animals
Example: children were seen as savages who needed to be civilized 
Colonised Peoples as “Children”:
· British explorer Richard Burton described Africans as “those childish races”, while Cecil Rhodes, a colonialist businessman, claimed that: 
“… natives are children.  They are just emerging from barbarism (taking over)… To us annexation was an obligation, whereas to the natives it will be a positive relief, for they will be freed from a seething cauldron of barbarian atrocities”; 
· Colonialism and child-saving became parallel “duties” as children and colonised peoples became objects to be civilised; 
· Therefore these people thought they had a duty to save these children 

The Colonial Legacy and the Children’s Rights Controversy:
· Over ended a period of a long span 1700-1960’s. 1800 decolonisation of Canada
· Decolonisation in this time frame
· Assumption was the colonised people need to be civilized and need to become more like us
· Colonised people are uninvolved and think they are more socially involved (Europeans thought they were more involved)
· Children’s rights discourses represent a new or neo colonialism 
Hegemonic Childhood and Children’s Rights:


Inequality and Hegemonic Childhood:
· Understanding of childhood that underpins the discourses
· Children’s right discourses rely on our hegemonic childhood discourse
· Highly specific due to culture and history
· Critiques would say – childhood in other places are incompatible with the actual reality that children face around the world
· Two dimensions – (children s rights do not match the discourse)

1. Inequality and Hegemonic Childhood:
· Idealised Western childhood is out of reach for the majority of the world’s children; 
· Hegemonic childhood relies on the adequate wealth of society and family; 
-example: Child has to work in order for their family to function 
· When the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) was drafted, poorer countries pointed out that the kind of childhood described in the CRC is economically unattainable; 
-example: out of context when looking at the children in our country 
· Poorer countries attempted to obligate the international community to provide idealised childhood to no avail; 
-Example: great idea to have these rights but the rich countries needs to help us to provide these things for the children, school, healthcare, food, etc
2. Cultural Difference:

Children’s Rights as Universal:
· Human rights belong to everyone no matter what society, culture, country you are from – equally valued
· Human rights are natural to the person – once you are born you have rights
· Underpinned by the liberal and western society 

Cultural Relativism and Children’s Rights:
· Does not recognize cultural differences
· States that all cultures are equal, equal value, etc 
· No external value – cannot impose the norms or values, traditions onto another culture
Example: in western society, we value privacy of children but in some cultures, privacy is not important


Is the CRC Universal?
· CRC is not universal but highly political – although 193 countries have signed the CRC it does not make it world wide
· Many countries appended “reservations” to their signatures; ( we will follow the CRC except....)
· The CRC was treated as “PR” exercise;  (no way of enforcing it but we don’t actually follow the CRC because you can’t do anything about it but it makes the country look good)
· Government elites are often very westernised and, thus, out of sync with the local population they claim to represent; 
Example: YouTube clip – Early Marriage 
Cultural issue or Universal right?
· No universal age for marriage
The causes of early marriage include:  
· Poverty – Strategy for economic survival;  (Family will have one less mouth to feed but for the girl who does get married economic survival)
· Desire to protect the girl – Prevents unsanctioned pre-marital sex;  (save children from pre-marital sex, unmarriageable if children lose their virginity) 
· Culture – Different views of appropriate age for marriage.
Some of the consequences include: 
· Higher maternal mortality rate; (die while giving birth)
· Greater risk of domestic violence;  (age difference and power dynamic)
· Less likely to do school/few opportunities; 
· Higher risk of social isolation; 
· Higher risk of widowhood. 

Questions 
· Do you think that the issue of early marriage is a children’s rights issue? 
· Do you think it is more useful to see early marriage through a universalist perspective or a cultural relativist perspective?
· In what way do you see early marriage as shaped by inequalities in the world? 

