Sociology/Anthropology 3045A
Tuesday May 17th, 2011 – Week 2A

Lecture 3 – The Disappearance Thesis: Are we losing Childhood?
Agenda:
· Review and complete lecture from last class
· The Disappearance Thesis
· Film and Discussion: Baby Beauty Queen
· The Politicisation of innocence 
Review from last class:
Social Construction of the Childhood-
· Childhood is a set of ideas, norms, transitions, - unique to each culture
· Shaped by economic and political contexts
· Different biological differences from a child to an adult 
Hegemonic Conception/Childhood-
· Children are considered to be incompetent, incomplete, becoming an adult through parents, teachers, social workers, etc. “Adults know best”
· Role of adults – provide children with a home, school, rightful activities for the children to play and learn.
· *Constructed by natural and therefore universal. It is not an idea but it is ideal 
Plurality of Childhoods –
· Childhood is constructed through many ideas and concepts
· The experience can be different through a child’s childhood
· But, most children’s experience is not the hegemonic conception
· Childhood should be looked at in Childhood(s)
The Invention of Childhood-
· Aries – Childhood is a recent invention – recent invention of the modern period
· 18000-1900 childhood took hold in Western Society 
· Aries was only interested in the Western Society and did not focus on other areas (criticism)
· He failed to recognize that childhood did happen before the 1800 but just did not look like the western Society  (criticism) 

The Contemporary consensus on childhood-
· There probably was an idea of childhood but it was different from our conception of childhood (modern period) 
· Rather than try to understand this as a sudden change in childhood, it is to say that there were many concepts of childhood until they came to be our temporary agreement of western society – up to world war one
· Understanding of child did change over time. The rich people were able to give their children a normal or hegemonic childhood.
The Role of Social Policy-
· 1800-1900 consolidation of our understand of childhood – the length of a persons childhood was longer
· Universal through all classes – social policy and social changes – these shape larger social changes
· 1800- child labour is introduced and schooling transformed childhood
· The idea of childhood is changing through all classes
· Working class children are removed from the work and are placed into schools
· Decreased value (not working to bring home money) of children and increased (their value) – “sacralise” – transformed into something that is treasured 
Explaining the Sacralisation of Childhood-
· Someone who can read and work with numbers – schooling comes necessary (removal of children from the work place into schools)
· Transformation of the economy – increased fight for work, massive changes in the labour market, moving to the city to find work – bread winner’s wage – wanted to push children and women out of work.  
· Ideological Transformations – the rise of domesticity saw the world divided into public sphere
New Lecture Begins: 
Is Childhood Disappearing?-
Evidence 
· parents spend less time nurturing their children
· children are not viewed as children on TV
· Children are hitting puberty earlier
· Crime is happening at an earlier age
· Families are having less children so children are spending more time with adults
· Children’s toys are changing – not playing outside anymore – more technology
The Disappearance Thesis-
· How childhood appeared, disappeared, reappeared and is disappearing again 
· Postman-We are not moving to a period where childhood is disappearing again
· Roman concept collapsed – the “dark ages” – middle ages  
Most 3 Important domains:
1. Literacy
2. School
3. Shame
Literacy and Childhood-
· Social Literacy – the decline of social literacy and the ride of craft literacy
Literacy and the Adult-Children distinction – 
· Reading make it possible to access and abstract world 
· Reading creates adulthood through un natural symbols – words, punctuation, etc. 
· Give us access to cultural secretes – maps, charts, these hold abstract thoughts and you have access this through the unnatural symbols 
Literacy and Becoming Adults-
· There is a need for children to become adults
· In cultures where people to not read, because the culture is strictly spoken then children become adults earlier
· French, German did not have a word to define a child 
Critic’s – All about the western society - “ethnocentrism” using the west as a measuring stick - 
Schooling and Childhood –
· Very small group that were luckily enough to be taught at the church
· Absence of stages and sequencing 
· Age group
· Liberty of students
· No concept of child development so no sequencing or stages for the children (middle world)
Shame and Childhood – 
· In the middle ages – lack the conception of shame
· The idea of shame results in adults by life’s tragedies, sex, crime, drugs, death, sexuality
· Medieval times- children were exposed very fast at a young age – children and adults shared the same physical space – all things (swearing, sex) was exposed to young children 
The Reappearance of Childhood and the Printing Press – 
· Postman – literacy, shame and school
· Creates a group who are literate and those who are not literate
· Allows adults to wonder about things, abstract world of knowledge
· Increase reliance on written text
· Creation of childhood – literate 
The Reappearance of Childhood and School-
· To teach children literacy 
· School became central – student or pupil. Changes from a ”mini adult to an adult in the making”
The Reappearance of Childhood and Shame-
· Nobert Elias – politeness (Bodily fluids)
· Shame around bodily functions – increased to a strict control
· Adults were required to make their bodily functions quiet and kept from children
· Make children good by teaching them self-control 
· Remerging to shield children from adult secretes such as sex, money, violence, death
Television and the End of Childhood-
· TV is a visual medium that collapse the literate and illiterate 
· TV is something we watch and requires no training whereas reading does
· TV is for anyone of any age
· TV – “TOTAL DISCLOSURE MEDIUM”
· No distinguish between adults and children – all have access to all shows regardless of age
1. Takes no  training
2. Does not make you think complex thoughts 
3. Segregate its audience 
Example: Adults are wearing children’s clothes and children are wearing adult clothes
	  Music – children and adults listen to the same music
	  Language - Social media – LOL
	  Harry Potter – was for children and now for adult 
Criticisms of Postman –
· “Technological reductionism” – which sees technology as a single causal force 
· Implies that some cultures treats their children poorly
· Childhood is changing, but not disappearing 
Baby Beauty Queen Film Discussion-
· Tyla – Brown hair, Plastic Surgery – wanted to win
· Madison – Curly Blond, fake tan  - wanted to win 
· Sasha – Straight blond – Didn’t care if she won or not
· Society is teaching children that they must be beautiful  so they are not a housewife 

Giroux – a male theorist who looks at how women are valued and looked upon in society
The Politicisation of Innocence- 
· Disappearance of Innocent – shame, shielding children from violence, money, sex, etc.
· Reappearance and appearance of innocence 
· Giroux – loss of innocence

1. Structural Threats to Childhood innocence-
· Deployed for political gains and very little is done by children to protect their innocence. Example: racism, sexism, poverty – not the hegemonic childhood 
· Government does very little to protect the most vulnerable children – 2007, 9.5% of Canadian children were living in poverty – almost 1 in 10 children	

2. Stranger-Danger and the Invisibility of Intimate Violence – 
· Protecting children from the hands of strangers
· Domestic violence, pedophile 
· Stranger Danger -Moral panic – reaction to a false or exaggerated perception on a certain group or society (strong emotions- panic, anxious, fear) overreaction by the media/police
· The most violence that happens to children are from the people they know, not from the strangers. (not always but most)
·  Despite political focus on “stranger-danger” most violence against children happens at home; 
· 30% of females and 15% of males in Canada experience sexual abuse before age 18; 
· 80% of all child sexual abuse is by the father, foster father, stepfather or another relative or friend of the victim; 
· On average, incestuous victimisation lasts 7 years; 
· 93% of all cases of violence against children are committed by family members; 



3. Who is “worth” protecting?-
· Whose innocence in worth protecting? Which children are worth protecting?
Example: Residential schools – lots of abuse at these schools – the government knew that abuse was going on.
· Between the 20’s and 30’s the peak of deaths happened at the residential schools
Example: small beauty pageant girl was murdered at home. 
· Girl X- Girl murdered and no one cared?

4. Sexualisation of Innocence-
· Protect children from abuse
· Adult power over children 
· Discourse of Innocence – children are being exposed to sexualisation in women. 
Sexualised and Commodfied? 
· Beauty pageants are similar to female advertisements – Britney spears apparel, girl in underwear; sexy Bratz dolls are dressed and “walk” a certain way, etc.  Barbie. 
 
