SOCI 3045A
Thursday May 12th, 2011 – Week 1B
Agenda:
-Theories of Socialisation and their Critics 
-Agents of Socialisation
-Is Disney Good for your Kids? (Film and Class Discussion)
-The Social Construction of Childhood
-Hegemonic Childhood vs. Childhood
-The Historical Emergence of Childhood
Theories of Socialisation:
· *Transmission of culture – learning and adapting the culture you are in
· *Process of becoming human – acquiring unique factors of becoming a human ex. How to act in society, socialize and become a member of society
· We are not born human but become human through socialization
Talcott Parsons:
· Most people disagrees with his theory today 
· But, he has had a huge impact
· Argued that society is a system and within that system it is made of each part and each part has a purpose and a function “Functionalism” 
· “Society is a system”
· The system needs - *self maintenance – drive to maintain itself by achieving – drive to survive a balance  and boundary maintenance – policing 
· Society can be most similar to a living organism 
· Society needs agreement 
Functionalist Socialisation:
· Stable social order is based on individual identified with the system – conformed to the norms and values of the system
· Sustain the existing and recreate the interactions – socialization has a purpose – generate the child to learn how to socialize with other individuals. Take the child and teach the child the values of the system to continue the system through  generations
· The child – desires that the child may have need to be changed to the systems norms 

Critiques of Parson:
· Lots of criticism of Parsons
· Many people have rejected his systems 
· Parsons concept reduces children to are not understood as humans or structures but are looked at as fuel for the system
“Hard” and “Soft” Socialisation Theories:
· Internalizes constrains and this occurs through external  - the childs personality comes into a larger part of the society 
· Meads concept is a “soft” approach – socialization is much more interation and negotiated – child is a participant 
· Socialization is much more actively involved in the process 
· Mead thought it was “developing of self” 

George Herbert  Mead:
· Child Development 
· Mead argued that children do not automatically understand the world or other people see the world – it is not something we are born with but we acquire
· Children are not born as an effective member of society – the develop this by talking the role of the other person 
· Talking the role of the other: children begin to understand others, they internalize values and beliefs, the develop a sence of self  through 3 stages which include:

1. Imitative Stage:
· Lack communication skills
· Children do not have a conception have being a separate person

2. Play Stage:
· Adopt the role of a significant other  ex. Parents
· Learn to imagine how other people respond to a given situation ex. Children playing house, making a mud pie
· Not good at coordinating with others ex. Playing soccer but do not follow the rules or passing the ball to another player 
3. Game Stage:
· Final stage of taking the role of the other person
· Developed the skill to understand how they are important to a group and the group is important to them
· The “game” – Mead uses the analogy of baseball to explain the game stage – each player needs to adjust according to the needs of the team and the rules
The Generalised Other:
· Conception of people in general are – people generally
· Make up of norms, beliefs, values, personalities, attitudes
· People in general with act/respond according to these norms, values, etc
· These become internalized to use from a young age ex. You might think it is ok to eat spaghetti off the floor, but as you grow up you internalize/learn about hygiene 
· Everyone is slightly generalized differently
The “I” and the “Me”:
· What is the difference?
· Me = Object - part of yourself that has already taken the role of the other – produced through socialization – the me is produced 
· You are an object to yourself – gender, worker, student (parts of you that you can reflect on)
· I = Subject – reflective, knowing part, thinking, creative, the part you are born with 
Critiques of Socialisation:
· Socialization has been the dominate part of childhood up until recently 
· Children become adults through socialization
· Criticism within socialization – creates childhood that is getting to a particular end (child to adult) – what children will be
- Ex.  socialization is the punch line before the joke is even told
· Adult world is taken for granted – the children are not viewed as their own but what we already know how they are going to turn out due to socialization 
· Gerontocratic – Older people – centre part – tendency to see things from the adult perspective, also assumes that adults are the most important generation part, adults are a superior group
- Ex. Youth are disturbing and reckless and seniors are just like small children 
Structural Inequality and Agents of Socialisation:
· Socialization is still very important because it is the reality that the children live in
· Groups are socialized different depending on their group or culture
The Family:
· Family systems are different all around the world
· No standard way that children socialize their children
· Family is the single most important way children are socialized from birth to adulthood
· Different expectations within families and societies – disciplines, poor/wealthy families, cultures
· Usually children inherit the status of their family due to the way they are raised and socialized 
Schooling:
· Unofficial curriculum/ hidden curriculum – teach children to meet deadlines, socialize, punctuality, obedience, etc
· Different between cultures 
· Gender roles 
-Ex. Girls always cleaned the boards and boys always rearranged the desks
Peer Relationships/groups:
· Same age  group and same class (poor or wealthy)
· Significant impact on children from an early age to adulthood
· Importance of peer groups are that peer groups are the group that is not run by adults but by the peers
· Peer groups examine things about their appearance, beliefs, values, rather than making infront of adults
-Ex. Wanting to be a Goth 
Mass Media:
· On average an American child spends 100 school days/ year watching TV
· The belief is that TV teachers negative things to children
· Another perspective is that just as of any other media, a child can read the message and understand right from wrong
· Children can accept or reject the dominate message 
· Audiences are active consumers and not passive
· “Polysemic” – invested/read with multiple meanings 
Mickey Mouse Monopoly CLIP:
· Over critical about the films
· The women in the file must be thin and beautiful 
· Men must be strong and can rescue the women in the film 
· If you talk to your children about the film then the films messages might be ok for the children to watch
· Media can have a very strong impact on children – especially girls, “I can’t eat ice cream I will get fat” “I want lip stick because so and so has it”
· School, parents and education is very important in teaching children what is right and wrong from the Disney films
· Children are “active viewers” 
· Social Status and class are important because people from low SES might not talk about the film whereas children from high SES talk about the film to make sure the children understand the message of the film
· BUT, sometimes Disney can be good for the children to forget about learning numbers, counting, etc and just have fun with the music, songs, pretend play but being a princess or a prince, etc. 
Social Construction of Childhood:
· Social Construction- not constructed once but contumely constructed through organizations and institutions – A set of ideas or beliefs, values, norms and customs – experiences that are historically and culturally specific which is shaped by economic and political contexts
· what we know and the norms that we have been taught have been created by society, these norms are not natural but they are the norm because society makes it 
What about Biology?
· The difference between age groups
Thomas Theorem:
· Saying something is socially constructed is neither true or false but rather is a situation is real than there are consequences, even if the idea itself is constructed
· Social construction changes over time and generations
Hegemonic Childhood:
· Hegemonic – something that is a ruling idea/master idea 
· Current idea is – the innocent child, the evil child, unconscious child, etc
· Children are assumed to be incomplete which results in them needing guidance to become adults through other adults – adults know best – that is why they have power over children
· Role of adults is to educate, protect and provide for their children
· The right place for the child is either at home or at school – not the street
· Proper activities for children are playing and learning – not working
· Hegemonic childhood is not only an idea but an ideal
· *Most children in the world does not have this childhood conception
Plurality of Childhoods:
· Talk about childhood in the purl “childhoods” because there are a lot of childhoods
The Invention of Childhood:
· Childhood has not always been the same, many historical changes
· Childhood is a recent invention –Aries stated 
Children as Social Adults:
· Aries – young people from at 7 years were looked and seen as equal to adults
· These 7 year old children were working in factors like adults
· Sexual behaviour was not hidden to children and adults touching the children genitals was not considered abuse 
· By age of 10 girls were viewed as women and were in charge of chores 
Critics of Aries:
· Childhood were flawed for a few reasons
-Western Childhood
-Childhood did happen in the 1800’s but in a different way

