SOCIology/Anthropology 3045A
Tuesday May 10th, 2011 – Week 1A

Agenda:
-The Sociology of childhood:
-Thinking Sociologically
-The pre-sociologically Child
-Connection to Course Content
The Sociology of the Childhood: 

Disappearances - Under South African Apartheid, the state “disappeared” opponents including youth – The remains of the Aboriginal children who died in Residential schools were never returned to their families. 
Child Soldiers: There are as many as 300,000 child soldiers around the world today.
Thinking Sociologically:
Theorists: 
-C. Wright Mills-
· Grasp history and biography  and the relationship to each other within society
· “The Sociological Imagination” – Connecting the individual personal life to the society
Example: Dad is unemployed, then connected to bigger trends within the community and economics.
Example2: Little girl is growing out of Disney and princesses, but it is connected to consumerism, gender, and socialization.
-Alfred Schutz-
· Every day our routines are taken for granted 
· People are walking around with “recipes”, “thinking as usual”, “the stranger” – how the world works, to function without too much work in society
· We learn from “strangers” that what we take for granted is not “natural”
Example: immigrant to the community – different “recipes” - neither good nor bad, just different within societies 
Example2: In the Western society – it is expected and normal for children to play and go to school. 
-Peter Berger-
· “Look behind the Facade” Facade- looking beyond the face, building, or like a disguise 
· Similar to the perspective of the stranger – “World taken for granted”
· Sociology gives people the opportunity to “Debunk” the facades 
Example: Most nurses are women – women are more naturally caring so it makes sense that women are nurses (this can be debunked)
· “Bringing to consciousness – is a process of social critique that demystifies dominant assumptions
Sociological Thinking:
Dominant Discourses of Childhood-
Discourse – Ways of thinking or talking about the world. 
Five dominant discourses by James, Jenks and Prout: (these ideas about childhood persist today and overlap with one another) they are naturalised, non-social conceptions of childhood.
1. The “Evil” Child
-Assumes that children are naturally wilful, demonic, anarchic and harbour dark forces
-Adult intervention is required to “civilise” children who are naturally “savage”
Example: Child Soldiers, Youth gangs, child murders 

2. The “Innocent” Child
-Assumes that children are essentially and naturally pure and energetic 

3. The “Immanent” Child
-Blank Slates - children are nothing but they have potential to become something and be part of society

4. The “Naturally Developing” child 
-Assumes that children are natural or biological being rather than social beings
-Assumes that child development is universally the same, and, it arrives at the universally identical end point of adult cognitive competence
-“Normal”

5. The “Unconscious” Child
-Childhood is the source of all problems in adulthood
-Childhood is treated as the past or individual history adulthood
-Children are seen as unfinished business
The historical Emergence of Childhood:
-Childhood is not a “new” phenomenon, but conception of childhood is historically unique
-Childhood is not a “fix” phenomenon but changes over time
-Childhood as a social concept must be “relatives”

Children as Social Agents:
· We have seen children as passive
· The “New Social studies of childhood” the changing meanings of child but also focuses on children as active and are engaged in changing and transforming the world that we share
