Hockey – World War I and Beyond
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	The publication of “Skating to Armageddon: Canada, Hockey and the First World War” by J.J Wilson came almost 90 years after the end World War I which analyzes the dynamics behind hockey as a sport, hockey players, and their willingness to join Canada’s military. Wilson believes that hockey players played a major role in World War I and chooses to focus on the effects that hockey players had on the war; however I believe that the impacts of World War I and its effects on the development of hockey as a sport are far greater. Although it is true that hockey’s emergence within Canada was a result of warring era, it is more precise that hockey as a sport ultimately broke out from being under the proverbial “branch” of war and transcended it. Through a deeper analysis and understanding of Canada’s value system in the mid-late 1800’s we are able to see the prevalent values and the impact those values have had on the history of hockey. Wilson’s analysis on the topic is guided by the concepts of preserving manliness and masculinity, providing opportunities for men from various spectrums of the social scale, and serving as a bridge between immigrants and Canadians, all of which were widespread issues during hockey’s infancy and World War I. 
	Focus on the necessity for preserving the masculinity of young males in Canada was one of the first arguments that resulted in the foundational block upon which hockey was established. Increased factory and office work that came as a result of Canada moving past its agrarian days and developing as a country forced men, fathers in particular, to be away from home and left the women in charge of raising kids (316). This caused the public and prominent governing bodies to fear that the young males being raised by their mothers would become less manly and hence if required would be unlikely to defend Canada against external threats. Around the same time-frame that this crisis was being discussed the British garrison left Canada it became clear that the country’s defences would have to be the responsibility of Canadians alone – further perpetuating the fear that someday “effeminate” young males would be called to war and would be unable to protect their country. In order to respond to these fears a regime of ingraining manliness and militarism into young males through sports was created and systematically enforced. This regime was primarily fashioned as a means to develop a prospective military which would comprise of young men – who through sports would be fit, capable, and more prepared to participate in war (316).  By emulating Britain’s ideologies, the area of national sports in particular was targeted and identified as a key means of fostering patriotism and national allegiance (316). The belief that participating in sports resulted in more “manly and masculine” young males quickly spread through the nation. Although this belief was regarded as being true for all sports, no sport demonstrated it more clearly than hockey. A game that involved charging at your opponents, fighting, working in a team and essentially doing whatever was needed to win perfectly embodied the key bases of this regime. Furthermore the sport offered military like tactics and advantages such as working in formations, protecting fellow team-mates, and working towards one unified goal of victory. Quickly, hockey as a sport transcended the social spectrum and became engrained into the very fibres of Canadian communities. Hence began the dominance of hockey as a sport within Canada and its culture. Although it is easy to confuse the facts that hockey players often joined the military due to their background in the sport, one must remember that the sport itself was developed to mimic war and prepare young men to be masculine enough to join it. A by-product of external circumstances, Hockey’s very foundation and core reflects the impacts that something like a war can have on a sport and its growth within a country. Serving as a guide for the sport, the prospect of war allowed for the game to develop its audience and send out a clear message to all its spectators – the ideals of fighting hard, never giving up and never backing down – which defined the masculine identity were embodied within the sport of hockey and it was these same virtues that would allow the youth of Canada to one day serve and defend the nation against all threats.
	Bearing in mind that the sport of hockey had existed prior to the indoctrination of the values of manliness and masculinity, the rapid growth of the sport in Canada was unprecedented and thus its results were unexpected. One of these unexpected results that later went on to become a part of the history of hockey was the superstar-like status that hockey players achieved. An example of this phenomenon was Frederik ‘Cyclone’ Taylor who was paid more for playing 12 games of hockey in 2 months than the Prime Minister of Canada had earned all year (317). Considering that a hockey player made more money than the person that ran the country, it is not hard to understand why the sport itself was growing at such a rapid pace. This created a cycle of “high demand for the sport, followed by a supply of players, followed by an expansion of the sport” and repeat. As a result of this cycle the sport of hockey was now deeply ingrained in the Canadian culture to the point that it had become an important institution (317). The nation as a whole began to prosper from hockey and its involvement within the country. Aside from the obvious profits made by the owners of these hockey clubs, the communities surrounding these clubs benefited as well. Hotels, railways, bars, and sporting goods companies all prospered as the sport expanded and continued to extend its reach over Canada. What began as a sport that was primarily played by the middle-upper class was now accessible and played by members in all ranges of the social spectrum. More importantly, the sport that was now so widespread was initially geared towards the young male population in hopes of manufacturing a prospective military (316), now served as a “safeguard for masculinity” (318) within the Canada’s cultural core. It had all begun with a claim of reacquiring the manliness that had once thought to be lost and solidifying its place within the nation. Following the leadership of those before them the youth of the twentieth century were inspired by hockey and the enhancement to masculinity that it offered. Once again, the prospect of war and potential requirements for a military served as a driver for the growth and expansion of hockey. Undoubtedly these factors can be viewed as the primary pillars upon which hockey continued to grow and solidify its position within the nation – and rather than serve as a pathway for the military to grow, the prospect of the need for a military served as a pathway for hockey itself to grow. 
	While manliness and masculinity were two of the major factors that drove young Canadian men to join hockey, acceptance and assimilation were the factors that led young immigrants to the sport. Foreigners being newcomers to a country often face the pressures and daunting task of learning a new culture while earning acceptance from the nations existing citizens. Wilson identified a quick bridge for acceptance between newcomers and citizens to be Canadian patriotism that existed within the “hockey-soldiers” that served in the Canadian armed forces (327). Although there is evidence to show that patriotism and displaying it certainly helped win over the affections of the nation’s citizens, it was the reputation of the newcomers in hockey that surpassed their patriotism in the army. This was one of the first concrete observable evidences which suggested that hockey was beginning to transcend the reality of war and emerge as a separate deeply valued institution. Whereas hockey would have previously been considered a by-product of war, it was now clear that the sport had exceeded that role. To demonstrate this occurrence it would be worthwhile to examine the role that Icelandic-Canadians played within the war, and within the sport of hockey. Initially Icelandic-Canadians were barred from facing top Anglo hockey clubs due to these citizens considering the Icelandic-Canadians as outsiders. Once the Icelandic players had enlisted within the army and demonstrated patriotism they were more accepted and the hesitancy of Anglo hockey clubs was reduced (328). However once the Icelandic players had returned from the war these conditions had deteriorated back to pre-war times and the immigrants were still considered outsiders. The sense of patriotism that existed within the Anglo citizens of Canada, particularly when it came to hockey-soldiers and their role in the war, seemed to have disappeared. A resolution to overcome this barrier between the Anglo Canadians and Icelandic immigrants occurred when the Icelandic-Canadian team represented Canada at the Olympics and won a gold medal in hockey. Contrary to the previous unwarm welcome of these immigrants during the return from war, the Icelandic-Canadians were now greeted with a parade (329). This difference in the feelings and outlook on immigrants demonstrates how the sport of hockey and its significance within the Canadian culture had far surpassed the earlier notion of relating hockey to being a by-product of the war. While war had served as an important driver in the creation of hockey’s presence in Canada, the sport had reached a point where it no longer needed war as a driver and could sustain its reputation as well as presence on its own. 
	The many factors and conditions that allowed for the rise of hockey as a dominant sport in Canada stemmed from the impending and on-going war era during the early 1800’s. As a result of requiring able-bodied young males that were willing to lay down their lives in defense of their countries and their allies, a regime was enforced that dictated an upbringing through the use of organized sports which embodied the virtues of manliness, masculinity, and fair play. While Wilson’s argument holds true that hockey’s role and emergence was directly correlated to World War I, it is equally as important to note that hockey surpassed its own reputation of being related to war-like preparedness and onto becoming an important institution rooted deep within Canada and its culture. The role of war was crucial to the development of the sport of hockey and its effects are still present even in today’s modern day era. Fighting, rough housing and playing with no fear for one’s body for the sake of winning continue to be the essential aspect of the sport. This indoctrination of manliness and masculinity within the sport might not have been possible without its past drivers of war and patriotism. Although hockey as a sport may have overtaken the guiding role that war had provided it, it is crucial to remember and recognize that hockey would not be the sport that it is today had it not been for its history and connection to the First World War.
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