		Lecture 9 : Heyday of Patristic Literature 


 Video :

-focus on Augustine of Hippo ( 396- 430)
-became Christian in his 30’s 
spoke about the 2 cities –city of God
			     _ society of men
-talked about relationship between faith and reason
-extremely influential in the 16th century ( protestants were using his point in ther 	arguments)

- the was trained in classical education , he became a professor of rhetoric* in Milan 
*rhetoric – teach people how to speak , a rhetor would be present in court ( similar  			to a lawyer)
-his mother St. Monica , already a Christian 
- Augustine started with a group : Manichaeanism ( a group that believes the root of 			evil is due to the eternal battle between light and darkness) – the 				eternal fight is reflected in the soul-
- later he became dissatisfied and converted to Neoplatonism
- “ the Confession” – book where he talks about his conversion to Christianity ( 		similar to an autobiography 

Audio :

-“patristic” the period of the Fathers of Church 
- one of the most influential writers : Origin 
- Origin (2nd to 3rd century) : -Christian writer , a master of spiritual life . 
				-raised questions about theological interpretation. 
				- he lived in a time when concepts of Church were being formulated ( by the 4th century when Christianity was legal , the concepts were more clear) . However, in that time , some one like Origin was more like a scholar questioning things was seen as a heretic. ( same for his followers) 

Slides: 

-Ciceo was highly influential on Augustine 
-Cicero’s ideal was self-sufficiency 
-Happiness is not found in a self-indulgent life of pleasure
-the body’s desires for food, drink and sex distract the mind in its pursuit for higher knowledge 

Mani: founder od Mechaenism ( Augustine was a Manichee for 10 years)
Other influences on Augustine : Philosopher  Plotinus ( Neoplatonist) 
-reading Cicero led Augustine to Manichaeism, reading Plotinus and Porphyry led 	him to Christ
-after his baptism at Easter in 387 AD, he wrote of authority (Christ) and reason (Plato) as the two sources for knowing the truth

Augustine’s view of original sin :

Video : 

· main points : original sin . free will and misuse of free will
· before Augustine there was awareness of sin but he “coined: the concept of original sin ( pecatum originale) 
· original sin is inherited
· other religions have the concept of original sin ( breaking between the divine and mankind) : African story. A long time ago the heavens touched the earth and gods were close to mankind. But mankind angered the gods and they lifted the heavens far away from the earth. Similar to Adam and Ever story. They lived in paradise but angered God and were banned from the heavens.
· Augustine’s solution to sin : Christ . He came to reverse this the original sin


[bookmark: _GoBack]Slides:

The prime function of woman is biological:
-In marriage, a wife is to be domestic and supportive
- Unequal in public, husband and wife are equal in conjugal rights
- Marital sex is lawful
- Resurrection bodies will not bring both men and women into male bodies, as if 	femininity had been a regrettable mistake

De Trinitate ( On the Trinity) 

Augustine uses psychological analogies (vestiges of the Trinity in humans) to explain the Trinity: ( in other words : what makes us human, what characteristics must a person have in order to be considerate human )
· Being, knowing, willing
· Memory, intelligence, will
· Mind, knowledge, love
· Lover, the beloved, love itself
· Thinking, speaking, willing
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