SY Midterm

Chapter 1 – The Sociology Prospective

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Father of Sociology – August Comte 
The Three Revolutions that Contributed to the Birth of Sociology
1. Scientific Revolution 
The scientific revolution was all about applying scientific principles to understanding our world. As we learned earlier, Auguste Comte believed that scientific principles including scientific observation, experimentation, and logic could be applied to understanding the social world in which we live.  

The scientific revolution was based on positivism. Positivism and anti-positivism are polar opposites regarding knowledge and understanding. Refer to your textbook for a comprehensive comparison. Positivism represents objective, scientific approaches while anti-positivism represents a subjective approach. These approaches are important to social science because they lay the foundation for quantitative and qualitative methodologies. 
· Positivism – 
· Anti-positivism - 
Each of these research methodologies has its strengths and weakness. You will learn about them in depth throughout your studies. For now, it is important to note that good sociology integrates components of both approaches or at the very least is tolerance of the other's approach.
2. Political Revolution 
The political revolution that influenced sociology occurred when people started to contemplated and in turn discover that they had the power to think and change their worlds. A separation between the church and state allowed society to evolve and endorse democratic principles. People began to realize that by joining together there were benefits that could be realized. Democracy, citizenship and self-awareness mark this period and the thinkers associated with this time. Philosophers, or the thinkers associated with this time include: Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau – each of whom will be explored in greater depth in the next lesson.

3. Industrial Revolution
To learn more about the industrial revolution view the following YouTube clip. In this link you will learn about the social issues that followed the industrial revolution. Near the end of the clip you will see how the new revolution of today is introducing a new set of social problems that sociologists need to study. 
Macro - one that considers large groups such as whole societies Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, and Max Weber

Micro - sociology is concerned with the small scale or the individual - George Herbert Mead, Charles Horton Cooley, and Herbert Blumer


Globalization is “a worldwide process involving the production, distribution, and the consumption of technological, political, economic, and sociocultural goods and services” 


Chapter 2 – Classical Social Theories

Philosophical Roots of Sociology
Let’s begin this section with a question. Are we good or evil? Take a moment to think about this question and then view the table below comparing the differing philosophical views and contributions of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke.
	Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679
	What both had in common
	John Locke (1632-1704)

	· Natural State - brutal existence of competition and fear
· Man is corrupt and motivated by self-interest and the pursuit of power
· Role of government - to preserve the individual’s ability to achieve self-interests
· Sociological Contribution- Individuals are the building blocks of society
	 
Both philosophers believed people were responsible for society.
If the state fails to provide for the collective needs of its citizens then it should be overthrown.
	· Tabula Rosa (blank slate) - no knowledge independent of experience
· God granted certain rights to people
· Role of Government - to preserve an individual’s right
· Sociological Contribution - Advocacy of individual freedom and autonomy
 


In summary, Hobbes believed that man was corrupt and dark, while Locke believed that man was peaceful, born without any tendencies, but rather shaped by experience. Both philosophers made great contributions to the political revolution and to sociology by proposing that people are responsible for society and that the state should be overthrown if it fails to provide for the collective needs of its citizens.
Two others worthy of note are Charles Montesquieu and Jean-Jacque Rousseau. Note their contributions to social theory in your study notes.
· Charles Montesquieu (1689-1755) believed that people did not define or create society rather humans are defined and created by society. Montesquieu wrote from the perspective of someone outside of his own culture. 
· Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) believed that we need to build a society that most closely resembles our primitive condition, which unlike Hobbes’ dark view, saw people existing in symbiotic and idyllic relationships based on equality.
So far we have looked at specific philosophers that have contributed to the advent of sociology. Now we will look at a period of time known as the Enlightenment.
The Enlightenment
This period is known as the age of reason and represents the advent of independent thought and individual questioning versus accepting and being directed by more theological explanations of behaviour, society, and social interactions. Indeed, it is the enlightenment period, which made it possible for sociology to develop into what it is today.
Learn more about the Enlightenment by watching the following YouTube clip created by the University of Nottingham. The video extends what is shared in your textbook about this period
Functionalism
Functionalists view society as a whole where each part (e.g., family, education, government, religion and economy) works together in order to keep the whole healthy and alive. Functionalists tend to parallel their perspective of society to an organism. The social world, like an organism, has interrelated and interdependent parts that have specific functions and must work together. Problems arise when one or more of these parts are disrupted.
	Functionalist
	Contribution
	Significance

	Herbert Spencer 
(1820-1903)
	· Survival of the fittest
· Natural Selection
· Social Darwinism
	 

	Emile Durkheim 
(1858-1917)
	· Collective conscience
· Social facts
· Anomie
· Mechanical Solidarity
· Organic Solidarity
	 

	Talcott Parsons 
(1902-1979)
	· Social Action Theory
· AGIL
	 

	Robert K. Merton
(1910-2003)
	· Manifest functions
· Latent functions
	 




Conflict
Conflict theorists concentrated on explaining social interaction as a continuous struggle for power and control over resources. Conflict theorists also believe that society is grounded upon inequality and competition over scarce resources that ultimately results in conflict. The “haves” and the “have-nots” are in a constant battle for control.
	Conflict Theorist
	Contribution
	Significance

	Karl Marx
(1818-1883)

Friedrich Engels
(1820-1895)
	· Base/superstructure model
· Forces of production
· Relations of production
· Alienation
· Exploitation
· Ideology
· False consciousness
· Class consciousness
	 



Symbolic Interactionism
Symbolic interactionists focus on interactions between individuals and groups and are interested in the use of symbols and shared meanings. Unlike the functionalist and conflict theories, symbolic interactionism views social structures as made up creations by people and therefore can be changed.
	Symbolic Interactionist
	Contribution
	Significance

	Max Weber 
(1864-1920)
	· Verstehen
	·  

	George Simmel 
(1858-1918)
	· Formal Sociology
	·  

	George Herbert Mead
(1863-1931)
	· I
· Me
· Generalized Other
	·  

	Charles Horton Cooley 
(1864-1929)
	· Sympathetic introspection
· Looking glass self
· Self-fulfilling prophecy
	·  




Marginalized Voices and Social Theory
Many scholars have made contributions to classical theory but because of their race, gender, sexual orientation, or ethnicity, have had their voices marginalized within the discipline. Women, visible minorities, and non-western scholars have all made valuable contributions that are slowly being recognized. To help you think through some of these contributions copy this chart in your own notes and complete the last category noting their significance to sociology.
	Theorist
	Contribution
	Significance

	Mary Wollstonecroft 
(1759-1797)
	· A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792)
	 

	Annie Marion McLean
(1870-1934)
	· Wage-earning Women (1810)
	 

	Anna Julia Cooper
(1858-1964)
	· A Voice From the South (1892)
	 

	Frantz Fanon
(1925-1961)
	· The Wretched of the Earth (1961)
	 



Chapter 3 – Modern Social Theories

Western Marxism
[image: ]Both Karl Marx and Antonio Gramsci viewed society as being in a constant struggle over power and control over scarce resources. Their theories diverged however on how the ruling class ruled. The figure below illustrates these similarities and differences between Marx and Gramsci.			Marxism










Classical	Western
Feminist Theories
There are many different feminist theories - some more radical than others and some more main stream. The common thread that all feminist theories share is their concern for gender oppression. Gender oppression is the oppression or subjugation of females in a male dominated society. Blackwell’s Encyclopedia of Sociology Online offers a more substantive definition of gender oppression.
“Gender oppression is defined as oppression associated with the gender norms, relations, and stratification of a given society. Modern norms of gender in western societies consist of the dichotomous, mutually exclusive categories of masculinity and femininity. Developing in tandem with industrial capitalism and the nation-state, they had particular consequences for women and men. While masculinity was to consist of rationality, autonomy, activity, aggression, and competitiveness (all qualities that made men the ideal participants in the emerging public sphere of economy and polity), femininity was defined in contrast as emotionality, dependency, passivity and nurturance – all qualities that deemed women's ‘place’ in the private sphere. These naturalized views of gender categories were embedded in burgeoning disciplines such as biology and sociology.”1 

Dorothy Smith
Your textbook focuses on two feminist theorists: Dorothy Smith and bell hooks. Dorothy Smith discusses the Montreal Massacre in the context of wider social relations of men’s violence against women and of rationality and knowledge. To help orient you to her work and the significance of her contributions to feminist theory, take a moment to review and complete the following table.
	Classical Sociology
	Sociology of People
	Significance

	Produces: Objective knowledge
· Androcentric – male centered
	Preserves subjectivity
· Starts with looking at peoples everyday/everynight lives and how they are influenced by social relations that are not wholly apparent in the immediate setting (extra-local social relations)
· Ruling relations
· Complex relations, multiple sites
	 



bell hooks
Another feminist theorist, bell hooks highlights for us that we cannot separate race and sex since they reside in the same person. We are many things and we carry many labels that affect us in multiple ways (e.g., being a woman, a woman of colour, being a mother). As such, we have to be mindful of how situating women together in one category as traditional feminists did, negates the multi-dimensional or diversity amongst women. Read more about bell hooks in your textbook.

Post-Structuralism
Post-structuralists argue that all knowledge is socially produced and cannot be divorced from that fact. Your textbook focuses on one post-structuralist theorist in particular: Michel Foucault.
Michel Foucault (1926-1984) was interested in the ways that power and knowledge work together. For Foucault and other post-structuralists, knowledge is not an objective thing out there that can be grasped. Instead, knowledge is always socially constructed (i.e., collectively created by individuals meaning that knowledge can change over time and be reconstructed by others to mean something new or different).
Going back to John Locke and his notion of the tabula rasa (i.e., if we are blank slates at birth and only become who we are through our experience, our knowledge then is made up of what we experience), I can’t help thinking about the movie The Village.
This movie takes place in a small, isolated rural village where the children believe that mysterious creatures inhabit the forest surrounding their village, exist. In reality the creatures are not real, but made up the adults in the village to keep the young people from leaving their idyllic society and joining modern cities. In perpetuating “the lie” the children grow up with the knowledge of and belief that these creatures actually exist and that the world outside their village is a scary unsafe place. In this, the movie exemplifies socially constructed knowledge and is an example of how Foucault and other post-structuralists view knowledge and the power inherent within it.
Discourse is the medium through which information or experience is relayed to us in everyday settings. Your textbook defines discourse as “a system of meaning that governs how we think, act, and speak about a particular thing or issue” (Ravelli & Webber, 2012, p. 73). Discourse has the power to normalize particular ways of living as well as produce and sustain particular realities. We come into contact with many discourses in our everyday lives. Your textbook talks about medical discourse as one example. One you may be more familiar with and that is discussed at length in academic setting is the discourse of millenials (e.g., the Facebook generation).
Queer Theory
Queer theorists distinguish between equality and equity. Queer theory is concerned with pursing social justice and equity based not on sameness, but on difference. 
Post-colonial Theory
Post-colonial theories focus on the political and cultural effects of colonialism.  Colonialism is defined in your textbook as “the concrete and ideological effect of imperialism within colonized territories” (Ravelli & Webber, 2012, p. 77). Think about the impact of the British commonwealth on Canadian culture and society. While we are an independent country, there is evidence of British influence everywhere, starting with our mirrored parliamentary system. One post-colonial theory that your textbook speaks to is Edward Said’s concept of orientalism.
Anti-racist Theories
Lastly, we look at anti-racists theories, particularly critical race theory and more recently (starting in 1980s and 1990s) theorizing whiteness.
Critical Race theory provides a view of contemporary social situations through a lens of historical racism. The textbook uses a great example of the response to Hurricane Katrina. Note the defining tenets of the theory.
Theorizing Whiteness explains how we take for granted that whiteness is the standard in our society. Sociologists need to understand that whiteness affords certain built-in and assumed advantages that we don’t even consciously recognize.


Chapter 4 – Research, Methodology and Ethics

Avenues to Knowledge and Reasoning
So how do we know something? What contributes to knowledge production? We can choose between different research methods based on various theoretical orientations and also on our understanding and belief of what constitutes credible knowledge. In the next section, you will investigate quantitative and qualitative methodologies, and systems of reasoning. 
Quantitative and Qualitative
There are two main approaches (quantitative and qualitative) to conducting sociological research. You may recall from lesson one the positivist and anti-positivist approaches and how they relate to quantitative and qualitative methodologies. 
· Quantitative approaches involve numerical data. Think of the end-of-term evaluations you complete for each course every semester. The evaluation tools consists of a set of questions and what we call a Likert scale by which to rate your professor. The data this instrument generates is numerical in form and can be analyzed through statistical analysis. Quantitative approaches to social research then involve “converting aspects of social life into numbers and determining if relationships exist between sets of numbers” (Ravelli & Webber, 2010, p. 89). For example, if you wanted to test a hypothesis that female sociology students are more active in online discussions you could count the number of posts per student and the number of letter characters or lines in a post as evidence in support of your hypothesis. 
· Qualitative approaches on the other hand focus on collecting rich detail about social life/phenomena. In qualitative studies, the researcher is the “research instrument” and the interview or the observation is the main form of data collection. Coming back to the end-of-term evaluation example used above, instead of using a numeric generating instrument to gather student feedback (or data as we like to call it), the professor might conduct focus groups (or group interviews) or one-on-one interviews with a sampling of students (depending on class size), asking questions about your experience in the course and your professor’s teaching style and approach.
It is important to note from lesson one that both quantitative and qualitative methodologies have their strengths and weaknesses (e.g., cost, labour-intensiveness, sample size), and, ideally, good sociological research integrates components of both.
Systems of Reasoning 
There are two types of reasoning one can take in their research: inductive and deductive. The figure below depicts the starting and end point of each approach with respect theory and data specifically.
	Inductive
	Deductive

	Data [image: escription: 50%] Theory
	Theory [image: https://mylearningspace.wlu.ca/content/enforced/151660-704.201505/4.2_clip_image003.png?_&d2lSessionVal=gOQ56et4p93uqAkYNUfiV6OeW&ou=151660]Data


                                                                               
Researchers can use inductive or deductive logic when conducting research. The deductive approach starts with a theory and then uses research to test the theory. For example my theory regarding your opinion of female sociology students posting activity uses a deductive approach. The inductive approach is the opposite where the researcher collects data first and then generates a theory from the analysis of that data.
Essential Research Concepts and Research Methods
Your textbook does a good job of highlighting essential research concepts (e.g., the hypothesis, in/dependent variables) and various research methods (e.g., surveys, interviews, participant observations) associated with qualitative and quantitative studies.
Ethical Issues in Sociology
Due to the subject matter of sociology (people, society, and social interaction), research ethics need to be considered. Ethical guidelines are followed to ensure that researchers balance the risks they ask their participants to undertake and the benefits of the research to the wider community.
Your textbook describes the Milgram Obedience Study. Milgram’s experimental study tested if and how much subjects, as instructed, were willing to “harm” another individual they couldn’t see, even when they heard shouts and screams coming from another room asking them to stop. The results of the study were stunning. The ethical concerns raised as a result of the study were of equal concern and interest. While no one was hurt in the experiment (the screaming individual was part of the experiment), there was concern that the post-experiment debriefing was not enough and that the participants needed to be fully informed before giving their consent to participate. In this case, they were misled about the purpose of the study and told that it was a study on learning and memory. In today’s world, Milgram’s obedience study could not be replicated.

Chapter 5 – Crime, Law and Regulation

Criminology
Would you like to be a criminologist? Criminologists study the causes, patterns and trends of crime. By studying crime Criminologists hope to better understand, predict, and ultimately decrease crime in our society. But what is a crime and how is it different than something that we may consider to be against the norm, but not necessarily criminal? Let’s examine the difference between crime and deviance a bit closer.
Crime and Deviance
Crime involves any behaviour or action that requires a formal response through control and social intervention. The main points that you should note is that crime involves a formal response and social intervention, which can come from police officers, the court, the penal system (prisons), or any other arm of the criminal justice system. Some interventions are minimal such as writing an apology letter to a victim, while others are extremely intrusive such as life in prison. In theory, the level of intervention should match the severity of the crime, but this is not always the case.
Deviance involves actions that are in violation of social norms but not necessarily considered crimes. For example prank calling someone is against our social norms and therefore is considered a social deviance but not a crime. Applying information from your textbook, describe and provide examples of the role of moral entrepreneurs, formal and informal social controls, and hard deviance.
Classical Criminology: Rational Choice Theory
Looking at the history of our attempts to understand why people committed crimes we have come a long way. In the middle ages people who committed crimes were viewed as possessed and burned at the stake. See for example the picture to the right of your screen. By the mid eighteenth century a new philosophy (utilitarianism) replaced supernatural possession as the explanation for the causes of crime.
Utilitarianism positions crime as purposeful, providing some form of pleasure for the criminal for which a punishment of equal seriousness must be applied to prevent such future crimes. This time period marked a particularly cruel era of punishments. People were tortured, quartered, stretched, maimed and even killed. Classical criminology argues that crime is a rational choice of the perpetrator. It was developed on the basis of four basic beliefs.
Biological Perspectives
The biological perspective on the causes of crime emerged from positivism. Recall we talked about positivism in an earlier lesson of this course. Positivism involves the application of the scientific method to the social world. Positivists are interested in locating identifiable features that can help determine whether a person is a criminal. Your textbook discusses the shift from rational evil to fated evil, marking a change from viewing criminals as having rational choice to one that suggest criminiality is something you are born with. Some of the popular theories of the time included Cesare Lombroso’s criminal man and William Sheldon’s criminal body type. 
Sociological Approaches to Crime
Beginning in the twentieth century, sociologists began to consider environmental factors in the study of crime. Let’s now examine the major sociological perspectives we studied earlier in the course and examine crime from these perspectives. You might find it helpful to create a table in your study notes that contrasts and compares each perspective on crime based on your study of the textbook and the notes below.
1. Functionalism
For functionalists, crime is “functional” in a society because it helps balance tensions between groups. For example Emile Durkheim’s notion of anomie proposes that normlessness causes deviant behaviour. When people don’t know what is expected, they react deviantly. The criminalization and punishment of certain activities helps to reinforce social norms and reduce anomie. Another functionalist theory created by Robert Merton (1938) is the strain theory, which builds on the anomie theory by proposing that crime occurs within a society when culturally defined goals cannot be met through socially approved means. This theory has been applied to delinquency such as gang membership. Gang members are innovators because they accept society’s goals of status, wealth and power, but do not achieve them through socially approved means such as education and employment.  

2. Conflict Theory
For conflict theorists, crime is an outcome of class struggle. With the goal of explaining crime within economic and social conflicts, conflict theorists are particularly interested in the role government plays in shaping what is considered criminal behaviour and how criminal law and the justice system, as social institutions, privilege some groups over others. In the 1960s, several theorists argued that criminological theory needed to move from focusing on explaining criminal behaviour alone, to explaining criminal law as well, recognizing that the values and interests of various groups lead to different understandings of what is considered normal and deviant behaviour.
3. Symbolic Interactionism
For interactionists, criminal behaviour is learned through interactions with others. Examples of symbolic interactionist theories are the differential association theory and labeling theory. Using information from your textbook, explain in your own words what each theory means and provide an example for each. Add these to your study notes. 
  
4. Feminism
Feminists share some commonalities with conflict theorists in regards to criminology because they are also interested in the effects of power, resources and social position of groups. Namely, how women, due to their subordinate positions and lack of power and control over resources, are further subordinated by the criminal justice system. Feminist criminologists contend that females are treated differently due to the paternal nature of the criminal justice system. While female criminals may receive more lenient treatment, they actually receive harsher penalties to keep them down, effectively maintaining their subordinate position in society. The article link below about the experience of women in prison exemplifies some of the harsher penalties that feminist criminologists discuss. The fact that women do not have as many prisons means that female inmates must travel further from their families and home towns, it also means that there are fewer programs, more time in isolation, and smaller cells.  

A closer examination of female crime and victimization paints a very disturbing portrait of the female prisoner being a victim herself. The Elizabeth Fry society publication noted in your textbook cites 90% of aboriginal women and 82% of all women in prison have been victims of physical and/or sexual assault.
The Sociology of Law
Sociologists studying the law attempt to understand how the laws, regulations, cases, and the administration of criminal justice all occur within a social context. Interest in its study occurred after the Second World War as sociologists began to examine the inequalities experienced by racialized groups and how the law was an influential factor.
Crime, Risk and Regulation in Canada
In this section you will explore your perceptions of being “at risk” for criminal activity and why some acts that are victimless (i.e., no one is hurt as a result of someone’s actions) are criminalized on the basis of moral principles.  
“At risk” for crime?
Fear of crime and victimization makes us lock our doors at night and keep our children within sight. This fear is exacerbated by the media when they sensationalize crime. Though we may perceive crime to be on the rise, statistics paint a different picture. Refer to the chart below from Statistics Canada which compares crime rates from 1962-2010.
According to Public Safety Canada, this survey question has been used for over 40 years in order to obtain information about fear of criminal victimization. Between 1976 and 1998 there has been little variation in the response to this question, meaning that even though crime rates decrease, fear of criminal victimization remains steady. Additionally, the survey notes the gender differences between women and men. Women report higher levels of concern regarding criminal victimization.   
Moral Regulation 
As suggested at the beginning of this section, some acts within the field of criminology are criminalized on a moral basis. These crimes are referred to as victimless or public order crimes.
Chapter 6 – Socialization and Social Interaction
Socialization
Your textbook defines socialization as "the lifelong process of social interaction through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society" (Ravelli and Webber, 2012, p. 139). So what would happen if we didn’t have social interaction? Everything that we consider “human and civil” such as talking, writing, using utensils, hand shaking, and walking upright, etc. are all learned through a process of socialization. As seen through the examples of isolated children provided by the textbook, social interaction is needed in order to develop skills required to function in society. In addition to isolated children, examples of feral children (i.e., children raised in the wild by animals) also provide us with glimpses of life without social interaction or socialization that did not involve people. Some of the stories are quite tragic. Young children that were abandoned, lost in the forests, grew up alone or joined with animals in order to survive.
Development of Self: Sociological Insights
Sociologists are concerned with how we develop a sense of self, a personal identity that distinguishes us from others. We form a sense of self only through interaction with others. Our behaviour and development is largely determined by our social environment. Note the definitions of self and self-image in your textbook. We will take a look at two symbolic interactionist perspectives that contend that we learn to have a sense of self through imagining how we look to others (Cooley and the looking-glass self), and how we are able to look at the world from another’s point of view (Mead’s Role Taking).
Cooley and the looking glass self
You may recall that we looked at Cooley in Lesson 2. The looking glass self refers to the way in which a person’s sense of self is derived from the perceptions of others. The way you think other people see you, whether in a positive or negative light, affects your sense of self. Your perceptions of how others see you may or may not be correct.
G.H. Mead and Understanding Ourselves and Others
You may also recall G.H Mead’s role-taking theory from Lesson 2. Role-taking is the process by which a person mentally assumes the role of another person in order to understand the world from that person’s point of view.
Mead went on to describe three stages of self-development. In the preparatory stage children just mimic the actions of others. It is called preparatory because children are preparing for role-taking. The play stage involves children being able to act out specific roles. Children at this stage start seeing themselves in relation to others. During the game stage children have to not only consider themselves as players but also have to take into account the roles of other players.

W.E.B. Dubois and Double Consciousness
A concept that is relatable to Mills’ sociological imagination is ‘double-consciousness’. It helps us to understand why a sociological consciousness may develop in some environments more than others.
In the opening chapter of his book The Souls of Black Folk, Du Bois describes double consciousness as follows:
It is a peculiar sensation, this double-consciousness, this sense of always looking at one’s self through the eyes of others, of measuring one’s soul by the tape of a world that looks on in amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his two-ness,—an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder.
The history of the American Negro is the history of this strife — this longing to attain self-conscious manhood, to merge his double self into a better and truer self. In this merging he wishes neither of the older selves to be lost. He does not wish to Africanize America, for America has too much to teach the world and Africa. He wouldn't bleach his Negro blood in a flood of white Americanism, for he knows that Negro blood has a message for the world. He simply wishes to make it possible for a man to be both a Negro and an American without being cursed and spit upon by his fellows, without having the doors of opportunity closed roughly in his face.”
This double consciousness as your text notes was both a deprivation and a gift because it encouraged a deeper reflection on social life and the individual’s place in the world (p,148)


Agents of Socialization
The agents of socialization are the transmitters of information about participation in society. We will take a close look at how the family, school, peer groups, and the media socialize us by providing important information about expectations and behaviours in society. With each example I would like you to reflect on your life and the influence that these agents of socialization had on making you-you.
· Families are the first primary agents of socialization. They dominate as the primary influence until children reach the teen years. Families teach children how to walk, talk, get along with others, behave and interact. Families can also reinforce gender stereotypes, provide socioeconomic status, and develop your cultural capital. Think of all the things you learned from your family of origin.
· Schools further the socialization of children by teaching skills and abilities necessary to be productive citizens. Schools also transmit values that are not necessarily explicitly taught, but are inferred and communicated implicitly. Can you identify an example of the hidden curriculum in your own life?
· Peer groups also exert influence on how we interact within society. Sometimes this influence is positive, learning how to share and support one another. Other times the influence can be negative and lead to destructive or deviant behaviour. How have your peers exerted influence on you – both positive or negative?
· Mass media through its various media (e.g., television, Internet, publications, radio) exerts influence as well. There have been countless sociological studies examining the effects of mass media on body image, political opinion, and other general ways of thinking. Mass media has been used historically for propaganda purposes and even limited access control by governments. Even today some countries control internet access.

To what extent do you think you are influenced by the Internet and other media sources? A recent article on this subject caught my interest. The article explored a curious finding that even though we are influenced by images in the media, we report that we are not. We do however think that others are affected, just not ourselves. The article titled: “College Men’s Third-Person Perceptions about Idealized Body Image and Consequent Behaviour” begins by discussing how social scientists and media critics attribute to men’s sense of body dissatisfaction through exposure to body images in the media, and how this dissatisfaction often led to the development of a negative self-image and various body image related behaviours (e.g., dieting, substance use, excessive exercise, cosmetic surgery). Findings revealed that the men thought that media images did not impact them, instead influencing but not producing a reaction in peers with the greatest impact on females. For your interest, the full article mentioned here is available through the Laurier Library at the following link. Remember, If you are accessing the article from off-campus, you may need to log into the Library site first.




Socialization across the Life Course
Our socialization continues throughout childhood (primary socialization) and adulthood (life course socialization) up to and including death and dying. Your textbook briefly touches upon these stages,
Just as there is a life course (infant, childhood, adulthood), there is a death course as well. Elisabeth Kubler-Ross developed a stage model about death and dying as a result of interviewing hundreds of terminally ill people. These stages reflect coming to terms with one’s own mortality. The stages are listed below in order of occurrence.
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross Five Stages
[image: https://mylearningspace.wlu.ca/content/enforced/151660-704.201505/6.6_clip_image002.png?_&d2lSessionVal=uXyAkZvBD4r7H42jNsYGMnWKb&ou=151660]
Using the information from your textbook, describe each stage and apply your understanding of each state by creating fictitious responses that a terminally ill patient may communicate through each stage, just as if you were Elisabeth Kubler-Ross herself.
Finally, your textbook touches upon resocialization. Review the closing section of the chapter reading for this lesson and make notes about the conditions for resocialization and the stages associated with it.
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