Chapter 2 (Notes)
The History of Popular Culture
POPULAR RECREATION BEFORE 1830
· In the 1830, a primarily farming economy, recreation was closely tied to work in the form of holidays and festivals associated with the particular times in the agriculture calendar, and everyday social interaction occurred as part of farm labour 

· In comparison with popular culture today and the 1830’s was the traditional recreation was mostly homemade, consisting of games, dancing and sports

· It was popular culture through the ‘rosy haze of nostalgia’ (purer, less commercialized-i.e. television, videogames), more wholesome and community minded.

· Fun was mostly free and there was a strong attachment to the natural world and the good connection among people

· The negative side was that the emphasized social solidarity over individual pleasure or inclination

>> Example: there are no alternatives for men or women who aren’t interested in heterosexual coupling  
CAPITALISM AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
· The industrial revolution brought new identities and pleasures and also new kind of brutality (cruelty)

· Capitalism: throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, was drastically altered and intensified by a series of events that came to be described as the industrial revolution

>> It changes the relationship work and play and reconfiguring the sense of community
· There was restriction on the different kinds of recreation that could take place
· There was the severing the vital link between agriculture work and recreation
· There was changes with the way people related to one another; fragmentation of traditional form of community 
· Urbanization: reduction of open space available for recreation was expropriated (replaced) for the building of industrial infrastructure 
>> There was no space for sports, festivals, and any form of public gathering
>> The obvious change was the movement from country to city (rural to urban)
>> There was a huge separation between the upper and middle –class enclaves
>> There was new sciences of hygiene and public health
>> The community space was considered to be a pub, and beer was safer than drinking water

· Industrialism: ‘Industrial Revolution’” the period from mid-18th to mid-19th century, the transition from the agriculture to  one based on organized mechanical production
>> The word ‘industry’ means to the factory production, and it was used to increase capitalization, organization, and mechanization 
· It requires a large trained workforce, change the mode of production and the relations of production or division of labour
· The workers received only a small hourly wage and their activity is focused on one single fragment of the final product

· New Modes of Production:
>>The key part of the new production process is known as Fordism (a form of assembly line labour)
· Fordism worked on the principal of mechanization (a process that aimed to turn every facet of the economy, including human society itself, into the equivalent of an efficiently run machine)

· The Production of the Working Class
>>One of the dominant mythologies in contemporary society is the idea that individual effort is always ultimately rewarded with economic and social success
· The economic system designed to produce a surplus requires that the majority of labourers are paid less than what their labour is actually worth
               >>Thompson’s definition is important emphasizing that the material relationship to the wealth        generating structures of society; distinguishes between the capital owners and labourers, and one’s class position has a determining influence on one’s identity and social orientation  
Ideology- refers to the process by which the set of values and beliefs that bind individuals together in a society become naturalized. The belief and value system of any given society are the outcome of history; that is of collective human activity that gives shapes to the characteristics feature of a society 
· Working-Class Consciousness
· it was expressed in distinct culture form, like songs, sketches and poetry, as well as a richly interwoven set of practices including sports, games, conversation, eating, and drinking that place in private homes and working men’s club
· Workplace Reform
· there was laws restricting working hours and the establishment of Saturday half-holidays and also it created new possibilities for popular culture was a gradual increase in wages
· capitalism became more efficient at producing goods, more consumers were required therefore more wages
· the distinction between spheres of work and home played a big part on establishing the almost sacred significance of the nuclear family, a development that had a particular impact on women
>>women assumed a new and arguably more difficult role as symbolic guardian of the families moral and spiritual health
POPULAR RECREATION AND RESISTANCE
Rational Recreation
· Many towns established new laws, new police forces, new regulations against blood sports, street games and arresting people for trespassing, vagrancy and desecration
· The social control reflected a new cultural complexity that was developed in the shadow of the industrial revolution
· The call for individual freedom was an important part of the middle class
· The primary aim was to keep low class people out of the pub and that middle class people got together to promote what they called ‘rational recreation’
· Their aim was to provide forms of public recreation in which people of different classes could mingle, the poor benefiting from the good influence of their betters
· Form of diversions from undesirable pastimes 
· The efforts of rational recreationists was accompanied by Mathew Arnold
· His definition of culture lies partly in its emptiness: “its cant be measured by precise criteria, but those of discriminating tastes know it when they see it 
Ambivalence, Appropriation, Resistance 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rational recreation was meant to bring different classes together with the aim of cultivating a community defined by middle class tastes and morals

· They were achieved by promotion of sports, and leisure activities from which working class were excluded 
· Moves toward the democratization of other culture activities such as the theater were countered by the physical segregation of audiences through prohibitive prices or through restrictive conditions of attendance 
· The working class people not only subscribed enthusiastically to program of self-improvement  but also showed a strong desire to run the program themselves
· Which helped improve in literacy and blur  the boundaries between workers and middle class benefactors 
Booze and Blood Sports
· Example of blood sports are prizefighting or bare-knuckle boxing
Popular Culture and Politics
· There were two distinct groups of working class activities:
· Political radicals and evangelical Christians
· Both their aim was to ‘clearly defined version of a strong and disciplined working class society whose integrity was undetermined by the corrupting influence of mass entertainment
· The goal of the working class reformers: ‘whose vision of freedom included the extension of demorcating privilege, granting to all people the right to determine the shape of society they lived in and escape from the demands of working life’
THE PRODUCTION OF COMMERCIAL MASS CULTURE---THE BIRTH OF THE CULTURE INDUSTRY
· When we talk about pop culture today, we refer to products of the mass media (television, films, music, internet culture, and so on)
Hegemony
· It refers to the ability of dominant groups in society to exercise control over weaker groups not by means of force or domination, but gaining their consent, so that the unequal distribution of power appears to be both legitimate and natural, in other words to seek the spontaneous cooperation of subordinate classes in maintaining social relationship that continue their subordination 
· Constant process of negotiation due to constant struggle emerging from oppositional consciousness
Technology
· Marshall McLuhan “the media is the message”
· It offers a useful way into understanding the impact of media technology in shaping our consciousness 
· New media technology, change us as societies and individuals, rewriting our perception of and means of engaging with the world
· The Printing Press – Template for the Industrial Revolution
· It was one of the earliest mass-production technologies
· Allowed to copy text without rewriting and a way for distribution of knowledge 
· The print technology offered new opportunities for social control on the form of education and propaganda 
· It removed face to face communications, creations newspapers 
· The printing press, in a sense put the machinery in a place for the production of the industrial revolution, both materially and metaphorically 
The Engines (wires, cameras, projectors, screens) of Change 
· In the 1870, the telephone, development of the railway system and photography was introduced 
· The railway provide a way to save time, visit different place in one day
· The improvement of the public transit, allow people to travels to friends and family, theater
· The conjunction with technologies of production, technologies of delivery play a critical role in the development of popular culture
· The camera and the film projector helped create industry founded on mass media
Regulation, Innovation, Consolidation
· The nature of new cultural technologies, the uses to which they put, the uses to which they put, who uses them, and who profits by them are questions that are all determined by broader political, economic and social factors

The Expansion of Mass Media
· The growing literacy rates (crated more leisure time, vast audience for cheap reading matter)
· It helped to grow opportunities for print production, on both newspaper and magazine industry
· The ability to produce to high profits through advertising
· The ability to get a national and global mass culture
Pub Culture and the Music Hall
· The pub remained a cornerstone of popular recreation, forming a basis for new entertainment entertainment enterprises such as the music hall
· It was hard to make money through the sale of food and drinks at pubs
· The resolve: the pub owner sponsored all kinds of recreational activities, from sports and music events
· Music halls represented a bridge between those earlier form of participatory entertainment and the kinds of mass culture we are more familiar with today
CONTINUITIES AND CHANGES
· Most of the changes and developments that happen in society occurred because industrialization
· It has changed the way people related with each other and pursued work and recreation 
· The growth of mass media involved the intensification of commercialization and concentration of corporate control
The Organization and commercialization of Sports 
· The sponsorship of soccer clubs led to establishment  of organized leagues
· Professionalism; is the introduction of salaries for players and clubs started charging a fee for admission
· Urbanization placed restriction on spaces as it had in England, moving sports of fields and other open spaces into specialized athletic facilities 
· Industrialization also influenced the temporal organization of sports in two ways:
· Long and regular working days made it necessary to establish rules limiting the duration of play
· The making of time into distinct period of work and leisure made it possible to establish formal schedules to play, based on the assumption that players and spectators and regularly scheduled time off
Specialization, Professionalization, Commercialization
· Qualification: the meaning of sport shield “from the process, the contest itself, to the product, the record”
· There was now less emphasis on social aspects but more on winning games
· In the industrial economy, sports was increasingly shaped by specialization: from a chaotic, collective endeavour in which the different tasks of the game were shared by everyone, players gradually assumed positions in accordance worth their specific talents (offense, defence, goal keeping)
· There were changing in transportation and communication technology, which allows the news about sports to be able to told to everyone
· The evolutions of ‘fans’ is another major development in the organization and the commercialization of sports





      

