Chapter 1 & 2
Chapter one won't be covered on the exam
Chapter 2 - Methods
Social Psychology- Scientific study of how individuals thoughts and feelings are influenced by other people
Theories and Hypothesis
Theory
· an explanation of why an event or outcome occurs
· identifies the underlying causes of an event
Hypothesis
· a specific prediction about what should occur if theory is valid
· it provides the means by which a theory can be tested
Just world theory 
· People believe the world is fair and just. 
· If something bad happens to someone they deserve it
· More likely to blame the victim
Translating theoretical Ideas
Operationalization
· Transform concepts into variables we can study
· Conceptual Variable                Operational Variable
· change into variables we can measure
· Concepts :
· "Love" and "Like"
· Aggressiveness 
· Conformity
· Obedience 
· Prejudice 
Measurement : Self- Reports
Self Reports
· People Provide reports on their own behaviour
· Assumes people are willing and able to report their own behaviour
· Social desirability bias 
Behavioural Measures
· Observations of actual behaviour
· High in validity 
· unobtrusive
· Unaware the behaviour is being watched
· Do not realize the measure is being taken
· Costly and time consuming
· Combine well with other research to increase validity 
· Ethical issues 
Reliability and Validity
Reliability
· The consistency of a measurement process
· Consistent over time: test-retest
· inter- rater: Consistent across judges
· Need other raters because one person subjectivity isn't ?
· Measure is no use if it's not reliable 
Validity
· Does it measure what it's supposed to?
· A valid measure should be predictive of future behaviour
Other types of research
Surveys
· Good if you have a representation of population
Naturalistic 
· Focus mostly on children 
· Helps develop a more operational way to study
· Studies behaviours that can't be measured in lab (bullying, mating)
Archival Research
· look through newspapers and old transcripts.
· Examples
· Do more people get admitted into pysch wards on full moons?
· Ben Johnson - more references to Jamaican heritage when stripped of gold medal.
· Ben Johnson- more references  to Canadian heritage when he won gold medal.


Field Studies
· Trying to manipulate something
· Manipulating the lights in a bar to see if aggressive behaviour increases/decreases
Correlation Research 
· Linear relationship between to variables
· a measure of how much two things go together and in what way
· Know that two variables are related through their correlation coefficient
· Strong positive or weak positive
· strong negative or weak negative
·  zero correlation
· Correlation doesn't mean causation could have third variable at play
· Eating ice cream and drowning positive correlation
· Eating ice cream doesn't cause people to drown warmer weather does
Experimental Research
· To determine causality, need experiments
· Independent variable is manipulate by experimenter
· dependent variable is the outcome measured by experimenter
· Extraneous variables that systematically differ between conditions is called confounds
Other issues in experimentation
Random assignment
· Each participant in an experiment is equally likely to take part in any conditions
Demand characteristics
· Cues in an experiment that suggest to participants how they should act or respond
Get slides
Internal validity
· extent to which research yields clear casual info
· most common threat is failing to control extraneous variables
External validity
extent to which research results can be generalized 
